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1 *TlC)OKr]DI]SrQS 



or TIIR 



CONVENTION 



In ohofliiMHM* to (Mill, A Convention of the colored people of the State of 
(*aIiroriiiii, liy tlirir licli-^atcs, iifsuiiIiUmI dt Sacramento, in the r«ilore«l 
MctlKulist (Miiinli, nn Tik sdaj, Nuv. 20th, for the purpoHo of takhif^ hit4) 
««iii.si(Uratitiii the prnprkty of {ictitioning the LogiKlnturo of (California,, for a 
rhiiu'fv. ill llio l:r\v rclatin;]' to the tcRtunony of colofed people, in the (-ourtR 
(it* just in* of Hi'h State. Also, to ailopt plans fur the general ii^iproveuient 
••t'tlii'ir (oiHliti'Ui thron«;liout the State. 

At Hi oVli ck, A. M., the Convention wan called to order l>y J. 1^ San- 
«i<r.son, of Sacrnniciitn ; .IimuIi Francin. of San Francivco, woa iadleil to ilic 
(hair, and AUnrt Vaniul, of Siorra, ap))ointi*<l Si»crctttry. 

J. il. TowiiH'ud, of San' Fmiumk^o, moved that a Committee ot Jivr, In: 
:ip]N)inted to rxamint* tin; cn*<lentialH of dole<;}itcA. The motion wan eoiricil, 
ami the followinjc p»ntUinen apiiulnted ; 

Comhnfft^ on CtviUtitiiii.%,-'Vi. V, Duplex, Vulm ; M. WTdililjn, Ran 
FraiK'iM'o ; J. H. Sanderson, Sacnuucnto; Alfred White, Tiohimno; Al- 
*HTt Vani« I. Sirrra. 

The (.*onniiittcc on Credentlah i>rc*}«ntcd tlieir llenort, am follows : 

Nnmber of (^nmtioii n*prc}iente<l, 10 ; nnndier of Deh^toM prcacnt, 49. 

Frtmi Jut D^n-athCQUHty.—yAmvitl 11. riicliMi, William II. Tboroafl, 
•hisi^ph SmallwoiM)^ John* Butler, William Qninu, Fetor BlackHtonc, Cliorleii 
II. .Mel)ou<nill, John Oalley, William J. Ilurdin, Isaac Morton, 10. 

From SQ4:famvnU\ Count jf, — .1. H. Sanderson, Ueorge W. Booth, John 
<S. Wilrfon, Emory WdUir^, YliomuM Dctter, David Brown, James Nichohuf 
Clayton MilltT, James U. Starkey, David Jjewia, 10. 

Frtnn Yufm C^yin/y.— Edward F. Duplex, Lmoc TnpTett, 3. 

Froffi^ Sierra CoutUy. — Ailicrt Vaniel, I. 

^From Nt^wula County. — Daniel Mahoncy, Dennis Carter, Ocorgo Dn- 
Tall, 3. 

From San Joofjuu^ o'cnifuy.— Jeremiah King, 1. 

From San Francixco County.— M. M. Collinis J. II. Townsend, \^ II. 

ewhy, J. F. Dyer, D. W. Kllggle^ F. 0. Barbodocs, IIcnnrF.ThompnOii, 

U. (lillionl, T. M. D. Ward, D. F. Stoken, Honry CoroUh, Edwanl J. 



Johnson, J. J. Moore, M. W. Oihlw, William II. Yatos, Jacob Francis, 
Peter Anderson, William II. IIar|M'r, 18. 

From Contra Costa County. — FicMinf^ Smitlica, 1. 

From Santa Clara County. — W. D. Moses, 1. 

From Tuolumne County. — Alfred J. While, John II. I^Iorris, 2. 

The report was accepted, and the (■ommittec discharped. 

H. M. Collins moved that a Committee of fiVe be nppointed to nomi- 
nate a X\^^ of ofiieers for the pernmnent ortranizution of the Convention. 

Mr. Suuderson proposed to amend, by appointing " one person from 
each county represented.'' He thought a more general and impartial ex- 
pression of the feelings of nienilHTs would thus be secured in the choice of 
officers, and hard-feeling and complaint be prevented liereaftcr. 

J. O. Wilson said, that according to parliamentary rules, on every 

Soestion of this kind, the motion must be submitted in writing. Jefferson^s 
fanaal is my authority in this. The good sense of gentlemen will enable 
them to see that we must have rules and abide by them, or we can accopi- 
plish nothing. 

Mr. Townsend said he thought there were some persons of common 
•ense in the asscnibly ; that the I)usine8s before us can lie got through with, 
without quibbling about parliamentary rules, or any other rules, excent 
inch as should govern gentlemen in their intercourse with each other. In 
aajiog this, he wished to give no offense to a: y one lie hoped the busi- 
nen before us would not hQ delayed by stickling for little points of order. 
The vote Was then taken on the original motion to appoint a Committee 
of fif 0. It was not sustained. 

iSo question on amendment that Committee consist of one from each 
county was put, and carried. 
Tlie chair appointed the following gentlemen : 

II. M. Collins, I!eU*r Blackstone, D. Mahoney, 

Alfred J. White, K. V. Duplex, Fielding Smithea, 

W. D. Moses, Jeremiah Ring, Jaml*8 R. Starkey, 

Albert Yaniel. 
The Committee retired to deliberate and prepare their reimit. During 
their absence the meeting was addressed by Mr. Newbjr, <(f.8un Francisco. 
lie earaestly prayed that memlxsra of the Convention wouhl demean 
themselves one towani the other with due charity and a spirit of concilia- 
tion, ^is no evidence of lability or talent for' one who hnp|iens to In* 
informed a|K>n some |K>int8 of etiquette in deliate, to Jump np and display 
that knowledge at the expense of the feelingA' of his fellow^ruembers, who 
may not be so well informed as himself. A lietter evidence of good sense 
and good breeding will be found in manifesting charity, and listening 
patiently to the remarks of /each other. 

Bey. Mr. Moore, of Saih Francisco — I approve of the remiQ'ks of Mn 
Newby, and hope they may Jiavetlio weight they deserved, and tend to kei^p 
down that spirit of contention and tlie dispoeition, to personal remarks so 
freqnent in all bodies of this nature. If anv one thinks himself aggrieved 
by the remarks of another, let him make aliowa,nce6 for the excitement of 
toe time and occasion, and pass it by. The questions before as are of too 
Boch importance to be laid aside for any persoiml considerations of mine 
or yours, or any one of us. The subject upon which we are about to de- 
liberate is one which interests all classes — interests both races; and I do 
aiocerely trust that, keeping in view its great importance, wo may put aside 
an lener consideratiomr^l party, all personal piqhes and preferences— 



«j:i?inf^ onr«olvo« np carnwtly iw mi^n to its nrcomplinhmcnt. Do not. Ictus 
fliM«rnico oiir!M*lv(*fi — ilo not lut thoms who iloiiy tis the |)OKRC8Mion of iiitflloi't 
and M>nl, havu no i^rtsat a triumph an to imu nx incctin}r thuM for a nolilo 
pur|)08u, ami failing, l)ccau.^ wo cannot fj^ovcm our iwmioua. liCt un rather 
prove to them tluit we have all tlic nerve un(]|cner)ry to complete, an won>na 
the brain to plan a work of moral, regenerat ion. We ore AuHTicuns — coi- 
ored Yankees — and we are as proud of the soil of America as they who 
boast loudest of their love. 

Mr. Yates — I re<^rutted that personal feelings were exhibited Ihis mom- 
in|^, in the discussion of a certain question. Brethren, we must be firm, 
resolute, and alK)V0 all, have uo disunion or jealousy aroonj^t us if we 
would carry on this work. * I will say to this Convention in the langnaf^o 
of a celebrated divine, who, in a prayer before the early Congress of the 
States, in the stormy days of the revolution, prayed for unity among, the 
people, and that " while they were many us the Waves, they might be one as 
the sea.** We are to know but one iHir|i08c — act together for the attainment 
of one object. 

While I ackttowle(]ge that in form, appearance and education the African 
cannot compete with the Cam^ssion race,* yet his sympathies are as warm, 
and his fcelings'as human. He can he grateful for kindness shown, and is 
as ready to forgive the injuries done him— ^he loves his country as dearly as 
they. I was raised and educateii by tlie white man, and I thank the hand 
that reared mc — I love the soil that nurtured me; so do.we all, and if wo 
seek for patriotism and lovoof conntry, where should it lie found 'Stronger 
or warmor tlian in our own bosoms ? 

Mr. Wilson, of Socrameii'o— Gentlcmpn must not feel insulted if I or 
nny other of our fellow-memhers happen to express a diflfereut opinion from 
their own in a manner which to their cold unimpassioned soul may seem unduly 
earnest and exi:ited. Men arc difleroutly constituted, and wliile some seem 
scarcely moved by the mightiest subjects, otliers will feel an intensity of ex- 
eitement n|»oii sulijects the most tiivial. The same (2.od that made a 
diversity of colors, hues, kinds and conditions, has seen pro|M;r to make 
minds of ditVereut orders and diverse temperaments. 

Mr. Ward made some sensible remarks concerning the relative coihH- 
tions of the white and colored races, and eiKle<l by saying : ** The great Se- 
hostopol against which we are struggling is local prejudice. Iii.*t us l»r:;^ 
up the battalions of reason, truth, dnd justice, and show the wjild the injus- 
tice of its prejudice, and the fuls(*ho'(Nl of its oft repi'^Uil taunt, that \u*. are 
but a i?onneeting link between the monkey and the man. "liCt us prove to the 
world that we have capacities and ambitions for the enjoyment of a much 
more elevated sphere than that in which we have so long grovelled. 

Mr. Sanderson said : t feel a deep interest in the work in wliicli wo nro 
ahput to engage. When first it was annnuiieed that this Convention was 
to be 'held, I rejoiee<(r M^ i^re scattered over the State in Htnall numliers ; 
the laws scarcely riHXtgnixing us ; phHltc sentiment is prejudiced against us ; 
we are misuuderstuud, and misrepresented; It'w^ needful that we should 
meet, conmiunicate, and coi;fer with each other upon some plan of represent- 
ing our interest UiUiTo the people of Californin ; we owe nnr frientls oC San 
F."ancIs4:o thanks f«»r taking the initiatorjT in this movement ; it is the/most 
imiMirtant step on tliii side of the Continent ; we have taken in tli ^nr^'«v 
of improvement on which we have entered perhaps no snbu^et is atti'acting 
the attentioin of the public more, tiuin the elTort-i whieli tlJ*. ::olvred iKMipk* 

•Til* Abo?« PtatMMn VM •••rrv«t«4 In a iMib« tiiMat w^^.h mt •! Y • i>. 



arc mikiiiir l<» drvate thcmsclvt^n ; tlio jmi>li«* oyo i:^ iijioii us : for «)ur kiu*- 
rcM« in tliH. a* in all worthy rlTtirt?*, wi» li.ivi* tlii»1n?st wislios of !^oo«l men. 
1 IhjUcvc th(»ro arc many in llii."* Slato, tlii.s (*onimuuity, who an* awaitin!^ 
the lA^ii;* of onr (IcUIk* rat ions with anxiety. Thon* arc tlioso too, who think 
wo cannot CTMKln<'t thid Convention with int(>lli!:^<*ncc ami aiiility ; th(*y ex- 
l>oc*t scenes of tIi.sa«;rLH'mc:il an<l confusion ; 1 trust we shall disapiioint 
them ; lot lu dclilnTato ami act, each emnlou.s to perform his duty ; and 
when the report of uur jIuIu^--: ;;oi'a out before the jieople, they shall Ik* com- 
pelled to say urU done. 

Mr. Stok'H, of San Francisco, was then called, and said : 
The several distinguished >|K*aker« who have preceded me, liave s:i I all 
I could have said, and nuieli abler than my hnmble ability couhl h:ii said 
it. After them 1 feci like another Al<>xander without om? w«)rhl to c •njrtei"'. 

Tlie Very fact^>|i^ur iK'i:i^ here t(»*d:iy under the .sanction of (lublic opinion, 
and the prntectlort of pnMie law, to expre.is «mrsi»lve.s freely, and <h*libij ate 
upon rae:uures fvfr our oa'u irood, is to me an evidence that a bri;^hter des- 
tiny in before us ; 'li.H but 'a fca' years since lUl this State wa.s the abode of 
aiiOther race, who owned the .soil and roanifil at will, with none to molest 
6r make tiuMU afraitl. The white man caims and we came with him ; and 
by the blessin;^ of (fO«l, we will stay with him side by side ; wiierevi-r he 
f(Q^s we. will «;o ; a:ul ^honld another Sutl«r din-over another Kl Dorado, 
bo it where it m;iy--north of the Caribran or >outli of it — no sooner .'^liall 
the whiti; man*.-! loot be firmly jdauteil iheri\ thin loikiu;^ uver his .sho..lder 
ho will H(H,' the black man, like hi.*' shadow, by his siilc 

Tiko Comniittee on nominatinir a list i>f oIVkxts for thi* permanent or^rani- 
xation of the Convention, reported the folio win;; thron;;h the Chairman, 11. 
M. Collins : 

For PiTsitHu. — William II. Vates, of San Fram*iseo. 

Fur Vur Vnsidtnts, — .loseph Siuallwoo*!, of El J)ora4hi ; Dennis Car- 
ter, of Ni'VadJi ; Al!H»rt Vuniel, of Sierra ; Fieldin;^ Smithea, of Contra 
Casta. 

Sf**'rchines, -.1. !'». Samlerson, Saeramento ; Jolin H. Morri.«*, Tnolumne ; 
Fre«lerle(i. Harbailoes, San Fraiieisco. 

/•'or (-ffp'tifn — Uev. J«»hn J. Mor»re, of San Frjinei'K»o. 

.Messrs J. D. <iillianl ami .M. W. (fibl»s, w»rie ap{)««iiih*.| a (/ominittw tr 
wait n|M)n Mr. Vare.s, inform him of his election, and eontluet him to tlu* 
Clmir. 

Upon a.sc<!unin.u: the Chair, Mr. Vates thankinl Uie ihlfvratrs Ht the hon- 
or eo!?fi rrd on him, ami .slid lie wonhl eml'avor to dis4*har«r«* the ilnlu-s of 
hi.s o*lir;>, i.u*!i:*.i*ly and ini|Ktrtially. ]lo trust«Ml tiii> prtit*iM»|in!;s thron;;li- 
oat would Ik: suoIi as to n^fltH:! honor upon themsdvc!^ an«l the nmiitry 
which jrave them birth. ' If," .said lie, " there arc f*relin;;s of liU-rty with- 
in the iireast"* of those |;r;\stMit, >vho but the i*anea.stan tau,:;!)t Ififni t<i n<y 
The sod Mil which jirst we dnjw t!ie l4*eatli of lili» — our c»onntry*- wi» l«»vi? 
li«T, and thimtrirfwroaiTtil by her, we deli«;!it to call her motluT." 

On moti<»nof 11. .\l. i*ol!l!Ks a C^^nmituc t.f five was ap^Huntrd, to pre- 
pari* rules for tJie J^nvrnm^•lit, of t his l%invrnlion. 

• he f(»lhi\vin,:; j^Miiknicn were ap|io:nti*d by the Chair : 

J. n.Tt)wnscnd, !KMi:iii Carirr, Alln^rt Vaniel, Fieltlm;; Smithea, nnit 
KnH»ry Wat rs, 
■^Oa motion nf .J. ll.Tov,*n.seHd, it.w;us onS^'n^l iliat a Uu-Niness CoiuuiiltiTt 



tfi cuiisisit of one from ctich coiiuty, lie {i|i|K)iiit4f I to n*iiort ujniii tli.* order tit* 
IjusiiiosK uf tbc C<mvciiiion, to lio iippoi*ileil l>y the Chair. 

Cmnmittcc. — WiUiam II. Ncw»)y, Chaimmn ; John il. Wilson, Kdwanl 
PhelpM, Isaac Tri|ilctt, Gconro DutiII, Alfrwl White, FieMinf? Smitlicm, 
Albort Vaniel, W. D. Mum», Jeremiah King. 

On motion of II. M. Colliiw, u Conuiiittou of thrre wom ap|iointed on Vi- 
nance, comiistiug of J. J. Moore, I). W. Hug<rlcA;;^an<l Kmory Watern. 

By authority of vote, the Chair appointed John Hntlcr and William 
i2aecn, to act ok door-kcqicrn to the CoiiTciition. 

Mr. Townscnd gave notice that he shoald offer i^ resohition for the ap- 
)K>intmcut of a Committee to ascertain, as far as practicable, the actual 
number, amom«t of ca])ital, taxes,. o<?cupation^ and character of the colored 
peo|>le of the State of California. 

At Imlf |iast two oVIock, v. m., the Convention aiQourued until four 
o*clo(;E, p. M. 



AFl'EKNOON SESSION— FIIIST DAY. 

Convention met at four o'clock, All)ert Vaniel, Vice President, in the 
(*hair.. 

At the Huji^^estion of the llev. ]{. .1*. Stokes, the following article, from 
the Grass Valley Telegraphy was read by the Secrrtar}-, amid considerable 
applause : 

"The following article from the Uraaa Valley Telfgrnph, presents* 
tteiisible, well written view of the KubjecUi u|k>u which it treats. We have 
had frequent oci*a.sion to notice the spirit of caiidor which iiervades the 
columns of the Tdegraph, and the general tone of liberality with which it is 
conducted.— iirf. San Frannsat Ertmng Journal, 

** 'We iM;rceive that tlic colored ]icople of this State arc to hold a Con- 
vention nt Sacramento, on Tuesday, the 20th of the pres(*iit mouth. The 
object of the Convention isr to bring together a full delegation of people of 
color, from all |Mirts of 'the State, in order that they may com)Hire notes, 
communicate information as to the general condition of things among them- 
selves, and if |)OKsible fi.x upon some common plan for the intcUectuali 
moral and social improvement of their condition as a class in this State. 

*' 'W^ith the e.xception of a very small |)ortion of the people of this State, 
composed in imrt of iThat are commonly known as 'dough-loces/ i. e., 
Northern men who M»ek to curry favor with Southerners, by advocating 
sentiments which arcMistastcful to intelligent Southern people themselves, 
and a very few ultra Southern men, whose opinions and inflneocc among 
their own brethren arc of anito as little importlUicc as the ultra abolitionists 
of Uic North are among the Northern inen; we say, with the exception of 
a very few people of such a description, the citizens of this State, both 
from the South and the North, are not only willing but desurous to see the 
condition of the colored |)eople in our midst unproved, by means of |iroiier 
•dncational and social privileges, to tlie end that they may become mtelii- 
geut, hiw-(iMdiii|^andnielulnNmbersor tbooommuuity. Those timid gen- 
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ilcmcii, and thuDe timid cditon, who are fearful that any word or inofcoHMit 
00 the part of cither white or bku;k to hnu^ about such a rondt, will 8]iread 
discord luid dinentiou in the State, forget that in bo doini^ we arc l#ut fol- 
lowing in the footftepe of many ereu of the Klave Suites themselves. 
Kentucky lias made pablic provision for the education of all free blueks 
within her border, and ere another year elapses, >iorth Caruliiia and per- 
haps other Sonthem States, will make eren more liberal provision for the 
moral and intelleetnal improvement of the cqipred people in their iniclst. 
And shall free California be behind Kentucky jind other slare Static in 
such a mattec, not only of philanthroi»y but of right ? Out upon sueh 
waddlei Sensible, weU-meauing citizens will iierer be guilty of it. While 
we tax the bhicks, and thus make them contribute to the education of our 
own irtiite children, let us not deny them access to the fountain of knowl- 
edge, and thereby compel them to grow np iu ignoramtc, degrcdatiofi aii<i 
misery. So far as the proposed Conrention shull have for itis object tli^ 
betteranoeof the social andinicllcetual conditioir of the colored iicbule, 
we bid them Xjibd Sliced/'' 

D. P. Stokes offered a liesolution, proposing to instruct the Secretary to 
tender th^ thanks of this Convention, lo the ctlitorof the Grass Valley 
Telegraph, for the unprejudiced maimer in which he has represented our 
oljects and motives, in holding this Convention. 

Mr. Newby moved to amend, ligr including the " San Franeis(*o Kveniii^ 
Journal." The amendment was accepted, and after remarks by Messrs. 
Ward, Stokes, Newby, and Oilliard, the resolution was'unaniinonsly adopt- 
ed, and th/Secretary instructed to carry out tlic iiiteutiou of the llesolu- 
tion. 

The Committee on UuIck for the Government of the Convention, then 
rqiorted the following 

RULES. 

1. Each session of the Convention sliall be opened by pniycr. 

8. This Convention shall hold two sessions each, day until it udjourihs. 

8. Morning sessions shall commence at 10 o'clock, A. M., and adjourn 
at 9 o'clock, r. M. 

Afternoon sessions shall commence at 4 o'clock, P. M., and adjourn at 1 
o'clock, P. M. 

4. The President shall decide all iioints of order, subject to an appeal 
by any inemW. 

5. The President shall appoint all Committees^ unless othcrwusc ordered 
by ^he Convention. 

6! Wben any member deshres to speak, he shall rise in his place, and 
address the Ohahr, 

1.^ When two or more members arise at the same time, the Chair shall 
dedde who is entitled to the floor. • 

8. Each person shall be allowM to speak fifteen minutes at one time ; 
and no person shall be allbwed to speak more than twice, upon the same 
Butjeeti withont permission from the House. 

9. All personalities shall be avoided In debate. 

10. No subject shall be open for discussion, until a motion has been 
made and seconded. 

^[. AD Besdations shall be redueed to writing, to be rcglstereu. 



12. The order of bosiocn shall be m foDoini : 

l«t Pmjer. 

8d. Reading minates of ImC meeting. 

8d. Report of Standing Committees. 

4th. Report of Special Committees.. 

5th. Unfinished business of last session. 

6th« Miscellaneous business. 

1th. Ac^'ourament. 

18. Questions of order, not contained ^ in these Rules, shall be <iecided 
according to Cushing's Manual 

14. These Rules Miall not be altered, amended or suspended, unless bj m 
tote of two thirds of the members present 

Pommiitee on RuUs.^-J. H. Townsend. Dennis Carter, Fielding Smithea, 
Alliert Yaniel, Emory Waters. 

These Rules were adopted. 

Mr. Newhy, Chairman of the Business Committee, read a Report, whkli 
was accepted and laid upon the table. 

Th^Convention then adjourned ontil Wednesday. 



SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 

Wednisdat Mobning, Not. Slit 

The ConTdntioB was called to order at 10 o'clock. President Tates in 
the chair. 
Business of the meeting opened by the reading of the 104th Psdm, and 

Her by thQ-chaplain; Rev. J. J. Moore. Minutes of the last meeting 
and appro? ed. 
On motion of Mr. Morris, the rules were read. 
The Report of the Business Committee was called up hj Mr. Newby, 
and read. 

KBFOBT. 

Whereas, We, the colored people of the Stote of California, beliclTiiig 
that the law of this SUte, relating to the testimony of colored people In 
the courts of justice, recotded in a94th section of 8d Chi^ter of an Aet» 
entitled : 

" An Act for relating proceedings in the Court practice of the Courts 
of this SUte,'' as follows. : 

" Andpcrsfnu having one-half or more of ni^ro blood, shall not be wit- 
nesses in an action or proceeding; to which a white ^rsoif is a party "—to 
be unjust In it itself, and oppressive to every dass in the community ; that 
this law was intended to protect white persons, from a dass whose intelleo- 
tual and social condition was snpoosed to be so low as to justify the depriv- 
ing tbem of tbeiv testinioiiy ; and 
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Wkifeai, we beliere that earefBl loqniriM' into oar social, moral, relig- 
fcwf, lotenaetiial and financial coodition, will demonstrate that, as a daso, 
(altowing for the disabilities onder which we labor,) we compare farorably 
with anj class in the commonitj ; and 

Whenat, We beliere that petitions to the Legislatnre, to conrenein Jan- 
narj, prajing for the abrogation of this law, will meet with a farorablc 
response ; beliering, as we do, it cannot be sostained, on the ground of 
soond policj or expediency ; therefore, 

BmoML^ That we will memorialize the Legislatore, at its approaching 
session, for a repei^l of the 8d and 4th paragraphs of Section 394, of an 
Aet passed April 89th, 1851, entitled, " An Act to regolatc proceedings 
in dril cases in the courts of Justice of this State.'' And also for the re- 
peal of the 'fourteenth Section of " An Act concerning crimes and Punish- 
ments.'' 

No. 8. Rualved, That a Committee be appointed with full powera to 
adopt such measures ss may be deemed expedient to accomplish the object 
in View. 

Ko. 4. Resolved, That we recommend the organization of a Grand As- 
sociation, with auxiliaries in erery county, for the purpose of collecting sta- 
tistical and other evidences of our advancement and prosperity ; also to 
encourage education, and a correct and proncr deportment in our relations 
toward our white fellow citizens, and to each other. 

No. 5. Resolvedf That we regret and reprobate the npathy and timid- 
ity of a portion of our people, in refusing to take part in any public dem- 
onstration' having for its object the i^moval of political and other disabili- 
ties, by Judicious and conservative action. 

No. 6. Resolved, That we recommend the creation of a contingent fund 
of |1 0,000, .to be controlled by a committee having discretionary powers, 
to enable us to carry forward any measure that has for its object the ume- 
ItoratioB of our condition. 

Mr. TowBsend presented a series of resolutions, which he read, and then 
moved to substitute them for the report of the Business Committee. 

Mr. Mewby said : " The motion of Mr. Townsei^d is unparalleled in the 
history of Conventions. Such presumption I have never witiiessed. His 
nro|)06ition is disconrtepus in the extreme, both to the Committee and the 
Convention. The Committee, under your instructions, consider they have 
doae the best theycould in the time allotted to them ; they have present- 
ed their report. Have some respect to the feelings of your Committee ; 
dispose of the Report properly, and discliarge the Committee before %ny 
iach motion as that proposed is entertained." 

Mr. Townsond witWrew his Resolutions, .by leave of the Convention 

A motion to adopt the Report of tlie Business Committee, as a whole, 
biinf opposed by Mr. Tdwnsend and Mr. Morris, and others, was lost 

On motion uf Mr. K A. PhelfM, the piienmble to the Report wm talmr 
ip aiid d iscus sed. 

Mr.Townsend was opposed to the preamble, on the grouid that it was 
croiicUBK>its present form. AH he wanted, was to present a maiify, 
coirtMMMMd dignified tppeal to the Legislature, to grant them what is 
sinplrjast in their opiaioa. Ue believed by so doing they could < 
Hmhm^ of their white biethrai. 
^■UniwiB endorsed the views of the k^tt maker. 

^Xeiwhr said it was mwh easier geuefaUy to find fault than < 
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[ the obJecUofM cxpremed bj Mr. Townfiend were to him tboat asdetr 
M mud, All tlie preAmlik) exprimd wm troo, and rimplQ to undenUiid. 
He had not in drairini^ it up drawn largely opon Roman or Qrodan hlrtory, 
to illostrate it by qootationt that are to be foond in crery nebool book, bnt 
it merely stated wliut was known to every man in Uie State. A case in 
point occurred last week in the United States Court In San Francisco. A 
man was tried for murder on the high sea, th^ pnly witness io tjjie case was 
a negro, and the Court decided that his erideitce could not be recdred, 
and the man was liberated, thus inflicting a great wrong upon white men, 
by permitting a.criminal to go at large because he killed a maninpreienee 
of a negro instead of a white man. This, he eonsideaed, was more of a 
wrong to the whites than to them. The gentleman is opposed to cringiv. 
The language of the preamble is plain and honest, there is no cronchhiglnit. 

Mr. Townsetid said, it is too late in the dar to appMl to the prejudicea 
of the people. The gentleman finds fault with the anciento, their leurnbig 
and their graces of style in composition; or with ^9' because we itonld 
avail ourselves of them. 1 wish to rebuke this spirit What I am anzions 
for is, that whatsoever paper goes from this Convention, whUe it tells the 
people of California what we desire of them — ^whether in Grecian or 
lloman quotationa— shall challenge criticisms in respect to style and matter. 
Our business Cdhimittee should not be so sensitive About their report; thefar 
action must be pronouncad upon; if we disapprove of it, we shall rqjeet, 
or oflTer something better; if we approve, then only shall we accept I 
know the Committee have worked faithfully, for which they deserve thanks; 
let them not, therefore, suppose all they do must be adopted. 

Mr. Wilson urged concession and harmony in all their deliberations, and 
thought the preamble of the report was all that could be desired. 

Mr. Smitliea, though one of the Committee, was opposed to the adoption 
of the report. He was in favor of p^senting their deliberations in as di^ 
nified or elegant language as possible. 

Mr. M. W. Gibbs was in favor of striking out all the words of the pre- 
amble, after the words " and whereas, we believe tUat this section was 
intended to protect white persons from a class,^ &c., and made a motion to 
that effect. He said this language was undignified and untrue ( that the 
original cause of the objection to the testimony of colored persons, was 
prejudice against them, and not ignorance of their general condition. The 
motion of Mr. Gibbs was lost. 

Mr. Newby said, we are an opptrcssed people, the subjects of a bitter 
prejudice, which we are now seekfng to overcome. In appealing to our 
oppressors, we desire to do so in a< manner that will have weight 

The Legislature which passed the act depriving us of testimony, doubt- 
less acted — or a portion of them — ^froih an honest principle. I believe 
that they acted from what they believed -to be a sense of duty; but they 
could not foresee the operations of the law in a State like California. Let 
us be careful, a,nd not, by our impolicy, thwart ourselves in the actiod we 
are taking. 

On motion of Mr. Gilliard, the preamble was laid upon the table. , 

Mr. Galliard moved the resolutions and report of the Committee be re- 
ferred to a special Committee of five. 

Mr. Stokes thought a Committee of five should not be entrusted with 
such an important question, as it would give them the power to over-rido 
the whole Convention. 

Said he, look to your action. Yesterday yon appointed yoor Bnsineas 
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Committee, from all the cooutief, in order tlmt the roices of all sboald be 
fairiy r^preseatod. ToHlay, jov would take the business which they lave 
deliberatdj arraniced, and gire it to five persons. Are fitc likely to do 
better than Uml The gentkmaa has done that which is well calculated to 
produce confusion. 

Mr» Qalliard was in faror of the Gpmmittee of five, and the re-coomiit- 
ment, ncrertheless. He said, I am no jEoIus, raising commotions in the 
Confcntion; that distinction belongs to the gentlemi^n who has just spoken 
My olgect in proposing the Committee of five is to facilitate action. Let 
the. Committee be selected from the Business Committee; and if you desire 
it,. let i)t be competed wholly of members from the country, so the business 
is properly accomplished. 

Jlr. OaUiard's motion was lost. 

It was Toted, that the ? ote to lay the report of the Busmess Committee 
00 Uie table be reconsidered. 

It was then rotedthat the report of the Business Committee be returned 
back into their hands, with instructions to report again at the aftervbon 
session. 

On motion of Mr. Oibbs, it was Toted to r^fcr the resolutions of Mr. 
TowQseod to the Business Committee, to bo reported en at the afternoon 



On motion of Mr. li M. Collins, it was. voted : 

That any person having business to lay before this Convention, shall give 
the same into the hands of the Business Committee, to be reported by them. 

President Tates vacated the Chair, which was assumed by Vice Presi- 
dent, Dennis Carter. 

The Business Committee having withdrawn, the Convention was sd- 
dresied by Bev. Darius P. Stokes, as follows : 

Mr. Stokei^While as a people we are striving for our own advance- 
inent, and endeavoring to 6btain a recognition in society as men, .let us not 
in tbo selfishness of our OMrn plans, lose sight of other things, equally our 
duty. Look abroad upon the varied face of this favored country, and do 
we not see in the mountain top, and in the valley, evils existing among our 
kind? sin stalking in the noon-day, and no hand put forth to stop its pro- 
gress r Let ua first correct ourselves, and become worthy of respect, then 
the world will not withhold iU reward. One thing I have observed 
amongst our race, that while all are consumers, very few nre producers. 
We see throug)i this State very few colored farmers^ or mechanics, or arti- 
sans ; yet it can be proved we maj^become as proficient in these branches 
as other people. Still, there is no awakenfng to the importance of proving 
ourselves capable of conducting the affairs of businese with skill and advan- 
tage. In this State, there are over three and a half millions of property 
oi^ied by the colored population ; from tWs several thousand dollars 
of tax is collected every year— we own mining claims valued, at $30,000 
per share-^we have every advantage for unfolding whatever talent we 
may pon&m. and yet we are doing nothing. In other countries there are 
mechanics and artisans whose proficiency has astonished the world. Here 
we have.oo energy. Why not have our stores, our stock exchanges, our 
banking houses, as others ? If we have capacities let tlicni not sleep fo^ 
ever. This Convention is the initiatory step to a great end. The goal is 
before us— let us press on. lA like the Athenians, we sit over our feasU 
in fancied security while Philip thunders at the city gates, wc shall be de- 
feated in all our desires. All we have gained will lie lost. Wc shall soon 



powM DO ideniit/ftt • people— 'BO pleoe or DOiitioo. Why eliookl wo Id 
CUHfoniift be behind oor brelhfA of oUier StDleef Id JU—chqeette— 
that crmdle of libert7-~oar oinae hat awekeDod Diach iDlerett The por- 
tals of aociety, so long doted, are beiog tbrowD opeo to Dt — there are col- 
ored Dii(utiten and ductun. uiid bwyera — eilucati'd men. Yen, and mea 
for 08 to l>e proud of, and thauk God for I It all thit nothing ? It ascen- 
dency in the great scale of moral being worth nothing ? Are the means of 
intellectoal advancement nothing to us, that we lie thus supinely on our 
hacks, with folded hands, without one effort to elerate our moral, social, 
and politkral couditioivT Let ns begin by inipro?ing our position as labor- 
ers — ^let ns plan aud execute for ourseWes, In wenem reunsyWania and 
Ohio tome of the most extentive farmers are colored men. In Baltimore, 
my own city. I hare seen wealthy men among ooir own people— men who 
bought and sold by thoosai/dsi Wc most exert oorseWes to accomplish 
something here There is.plenfy of land for us to culti?atc, but we must 
not delay, for the next year there will come to tliese PaciOc shores thoD- 
tands of men firom'the old world, and every vacant spot will be taken. 

Mr. David Lewis said : One of the most important things for our present 
consideration It, to obtain the right to be heard upon oath in the courts of 
justice — this It the one thing netful As It is, the hiw Is to us a dead let^ 
tor, ft broken staff to loan upon. The oath that should protect life, liberty, 
and property, all that should throw the shield of hiw around ourselves and 
families, is denied us. Kow we have no protection, and stand as nothing. 
"The oath'' would make pecfde careful how they act before us. We 
should then have a voice. As It is, we are scarcely recognized as liumon 
beings. 

Mr. Ruggles. lis an Injury to the white man as well as to ourselves, to 
(l^iiy us the right of being heard under oath. Justice is often checked in 
her course, and the guilty are suffered to escopc because the only witnesses 
to their guilt arc those upon whom the |aw has cast the stigma of being 
unworthy to be heard. 

Mr. iS'cwby gave notice that the Business Committee were readv to 
report, having united lx>th series of resolutions offered at the bpeniilg of 
this meeting. lie ho|)cd this course would put an end to ail misunder- 
standing, aud secure the approval of all. 

Mr. Stokes wos In favor of haviu^ the report presented immediately, and 
ho ho|)ed it would be adopted without further debate. lie offered a motion 
to that effect 

This was objected to by scv&ral. Some discussion followed. Mr. 
Stokes withdrew his motion. 

The Couveution, by vote, ailjoumed to four o'clock, p. m., after the 
benediction by the Chhphiin. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

W«)NKsi>AY, November 21, 1855. 

Convention called to order at four o'cloctk,. President Yates in the chair. 
The Butincm Committee, by tlieir ehairmau, presented their re|K>rt, as 
oliows : 
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Wkercm^ Wo, the colored people of the State of California, belicring 
that the lawn of this State, rolatingr to the tcfitimon j of colonxl people in 
the conrt8 of joHtice, recorded in 394th section of chapter 3d of an act 
entitled "an act for rc<i^o1atinf? proceedinfi^ in the court practice of tlic 
courts of this Stsitc," as follows : " And persons having one-half or more of 
negro bitwd, shall not be wltncssditin an action or proceeding to which a 
white person is a party" — to be unjust in itself, and oppressive to erery 
class in the communitj; that this law was intended to protect white persons 
from a class whose intellectual and social condition was supposed to be so 
low as to Justify the deprlring them of their testimony. 

And, whereas, We beliere that careftil inquiries into onr social, moral, 
religious, intellectual, and financial condition, will demonstrate that, as a 
class, allowing for the disabilities under which we labor, we compare favor- 
ably with any clam in the community. 

And, whereas, We believe that petitions to the Legislature, to convene 
In January, praying for the abrogation of this law will meet with n favor- 
able response; believing, as we do, that it cannot- be sustained on th6 
ground of sound policy or expediency: 

1. Resolved, That the laws of evidence in Judicial investigations should be 
accommodated to and identical with the laws of the human mind; and, 
therefore, every fact and circumstance having a tendency to throw light 
upon the subject under investigation, should be heard and judg^ of accord- 
ing to their relative weight and value, and with reference to all the circum- 
stances of credit or discredit connected with them. 

2. Besetted, Thai past experience has abundantly shown that all attempts 
to establish artificial standards of credibility, depending upon such tests as 
race, color, creed or country, are as unwise as they are unjust; that they 
serve only on the one side to obstruct the investigation of truth by the 
erection of useless barriers, and on the other to defraud the excluded 
classes, while at the same time they subject them in their lives, in their 
persons, and in their property, to outrage and injustice with impunity, from 
the more favored classes. 

8. Restdved, That the true and only tests of credibility in a witness, are his 
intelligence, integrity, and his disinterestedness; and that,, as a race, we are 
willing to be subject to these tests, to be applied in each Case as it occurs, 
and that we oujrlit not to be subject to ony other. 

4. Resolved, That to a class of people||the right of testimony is as valua- 
ble as the right of self-defense; a right which no generous foe will deny, 
cv(;u to an enemy. 

6. Resolved, That all classes, without distinctioii, are interesteil fn {he fe* 
movul of all barriers as witnesses, imposed upon the African raeo in Gali- 
fomia, iMiiitiwise, unnecessary for the protecftion ot the white race, and nn. 
just towards the proscribed classes, " as taking that which naught enrich- 
es it, but leaves them poor indeed;" that these classes, in the conscionsness 
of the injustice done thcLi in this respect, say with the old Grecian, " Strike, 
but hear .me." 

6. Resolved, That we memorialize the Legislature at its approaching ses- 
sion, to repeal the third and fourth paragraphs of section three hundred 
and ninety four of an Act passed April :20th, 1851, entitled, " An Act to 
regulate proceeding in civil cases, in the Courts of Justice of this State," 
and also for the ru)»eal of section fourteen of an Act entitled " An Aet con- 
cerning Grimes tilid Punishments," passed April 6th 1850. 
h| 7. Resolved, That a State Executive Committee be appointeil by the Con- 



15 

▼eniion, with full powers to adopt inch meiimirci as may be docniGd expo 
dient to a(*coinpWh the object iu Tiew. 

No. 8. lUsolved, That pe reccommeiid the organization of a State AModa- 
tioD, with auxiliaries in crcrj countj, for the pQriK>8e of collecting statistical 
and other e?idenceo of our advancement and prosperity; also to encourage 
edncation, end a correct and proper de|K>rtmeut m our relations towai^ 
our white fellow citizens and to each other- 
No. 0. Resolved, That we regret and reprobate the apathyand timidity of a 
portion of ouif people, in refusing to take part in any public demonstration, 
liaTing for iU object the removal of political and other disabilities, by judi- 
dooaand conservative action. 

lUsalved, That we reccommend the creation of a contingent fund of 
twenty thousand dollars, to be controlled by a Committee having discre- 
tionary powers, to enable us to carry forward any measure that has for Its 
object the ai^elioniiion of our condition- 
On motion of Mr. Anderson, the tepott of the Committee was receiied 
and ado|)ted by adauation, amidst much a)>plause. 

H. M. CoHuis offered the followuig resolution, which was also adopted 
without discussion: 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to arange as they may 
deem proper, and procure the printing of the proceedings Of this Conven- 
tion, in pamphlet form: 

J. B. Sanderson, W. H. Newby, ) 

H. M. Collins, J. G. Wilson, >- Publishing Committee. 

D. P. Stokes, ) 

Mr. Anderson commenced reading a series of resolutions referring to 
the action of the National Convention of colored people, assembled in Phil- 
adelphia recently, but he was ruled out of order by the President, who de- 
clared that while he presided oV\pr (.he deliberations of the Convention, no 
extraneous subjects should be brought forward to disturb the harmony of 
Its proceedings. They had assembled' for one object only, and thf Conven- 
tion should not swerve from it to debate the exp^icncy of the actions of 
men In Philadelphia. i3o6ton or Charleston. The Chair was sustained by 
accbmaUon, P 

On motion of T. M. D. Ward, it was voted " that each Illelegate shall 
receive five copies of the printed prtx^c^pdings of this Convention, when pnb- 
lishedr. 

This ResointiOb, Offered. by Mr. Townscnd, was adopted: 

No. 13. Resolved, That. this Convention appoint a special Committee of 
seven plTF0ll^, to collect statistics relating to the cok)red people in the State 
c Camomia; their numbers, capital, &c., and to report upon the same: 

J. n. Townscnd, £. P. Duplex,, 1 

Chas. H. McDongall, H. M. Collins, Committee on 

J. H,. Morris, A.W. Oibbs, ' Statistics. 

J. Q. Starkey. 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

No. 13. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be extended to 
the Kdltors of the " Sacramento Daily State Tribune," " Democratic State 
Journal,'' and *' Sacramento Dally Union.'' Also to the reporters eonnected 
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therewith, for the liberal and coarteooa manner in which they have reported 
and published the proceeding! of this Ckmrention. 

No. 14. Resolved, That a Committee of fife be appointed to prepare ao 
Address to the colored people of this State, calling their attention to the 
importance of the mining and agricnltnral interests, as a means of impror- 
ing and elevating their condition. 

No. 18 was offered by W. 11. Newby. 

No. 14 was offered by Geo> W. Booth. 

Under resolntion No. 14, Qeo. W. Booth, A. J.itWhitc, Geo. A. Du- 
rail, A. Yaniel, D. Maboney, were appointed to prepare an Address. 

On motion of T. IL D. Ward, a Tote was passed to assess each member 
of the Convention the snm of $2 50, to defray the expenses of the Con- 
Tention. 

Mr. J. D. Oilliard offered resolntion No. 15. 

Resolved, That this ConTcntion appoints persons in each Connty, to cir- 
cnlate petitions, and procure sig^tures to the same, for memorializing thjp 
Legislature for the repeal of the law which excludes the testimony of col^ 
ored people in courts of justice, in an action or proceeding to which a 
white person is a party. 

The following gentlemen were appointed to circulate petitions for signa- 
tures In the Counties in whith they reside : 

J. H. Townsend, San Francisco ; J. G. Wilson, Sacramento ; John 
Gailley, El Dorado ; Fielding Smithea, Alameda ; E. P. Dimlcx, Yuba^ 
W. D. Moses, Santa Clara ; John H. Morris, Tuolumne ; Albert Yaniel, 
Sierra ; Dennis Carter, Nevada ; Jeremiah King, San Joaquin ; Shadraek 
Howard, Amador ; Benjamin Yoang, Shasta ; Edward Hatton, Napa ; 
William Johnson, Plumas ; J. J. Underwood, Placer ; George W. Miller, 
Sonoma ; Thomas Rix, Los Angeles ; Mr. Brooks, Calave^ ; Joseph Pin- 
dall. Trinity ; Newport F. Henry, Mariposa ; A. W. Hernandez, Butte ; 
Samuel Kunee, Siskiyou ; Isaac Johnson, Solano. 

No. 16. Resolved, That a Committee of two be appointed to prcpar^ an 
Address to the colored people of this State, urging upon them the import- 
ance of sending their children to school whenever it is practicable. 

It was adopted, and J. J. Moore and T. M. D. Ward were appointed to 
prepare the Address. 

W. H. Newby, chairman of the Business Committee, read a draft of the 
form of the Petition to bo presented to thcJLegislature, in accordance with 
Resolution No. 6, as follows : 

To the Honorable the Senate, and House of Representatives of the State of 
Caalifiirnia: 

We, the undersigned petitioners, most humbly pray your honorable bod- 
ies to repeal the third and fourth paragraphs of Section 394, of an Act 
passed April 29th, 1851, entitled, "An Act to regulate proceedings m 
civil cases in the counts of justice in this State." 

Also to repeal Section fourteenth of an Act, entitled, "An Act con- 
cerning Crimes ami Punisbnicnts/' passed ^April 16th, 1850. 

The form was approved and adopted. 
Resolution No. 17, presented by J. H. Townsend, was passed. 
No. 17. Resolved, That we appoint a State Executive Committee, of 
ten persons, who shall reside at San FranciscOi Sacramento and MarrsvUle. 
. They bhaall act in oonj)inctiou with the State Central Committee, and uiall be 



17 

Uio mediiuii of oomm viieiftioD bgJween thii Coofmitioo and tlie 
Mann. J. a TbwDMd. H. IL CoDiiii^lLW. OiUmi Peter 

Sao Frandaoo. J. B. SandenoB, Bamy Walar% TlioaHaDatli 

Booth, Sacramento. B. P. Doplez. Geo. Siauna, MaiyafiPe State ^ 

five Conunittoe appointed under leaohition Na 17. 
GooTention acUoomed mtQ Tbaadaj, aft ten o'cloek, A. M., with bene£o- 

tioQ by the chapLiiB 



THIRD DAira PROCEEDINGS. 

TuuaaDAT Mobnimg, Kot. %%d. 

Meeting called to onkr at 10) o'clock, rreaident Tatea in the Chair. 

The Cluiplain reail the 85th Psalm, and offered prayer. 

Miuntca of yefiterdaj'a proeeedinga read and apiMroved. 

President Yates made a few remarks, prefatory to the bosineas of the 
(lay. " I desire,'' said he, " that members will not cuter into lengthy and 
needless discussions upon erery question regarding which there may be a 
difference of opinion, but confine themselyes strictly to the legitimate boai- 
ness of the meeting, so that the Convention may l>e enabled to close its pro- 
ceedings to4ay, and do so in such a manner as to reflect credit upon onr- 
kItcs and the canae we adrocate." 

Mr. Newby, Chairman of the Business Committee, offered Resoluion 

Xo. 18. Raolved, Tliat the Chairman of the Finance Committee, be au- 
thorlaed to procure a suitaUe testimonial, to present to E. K. Knight, Esq. 
reporter of the ** Sacramento Daily Tribane," for his full and impartial re- 
ports of the proceedings of this Conrcntlou. 

Mr. Kewby said : " In holding this Conrention In Sacramento, we ex- 
pected to meet opposition, because we are not understood even by many 
well-informed persons. Eril reports are so often circulated about us ; these 
stir up and bring out the prejudice which exists against us, jneeting na 
whicherer way we turn. In onr deliberations we seek publicity ; we court 
investigation ; the ol^ject we are laboring for, ia worthy ; the means we 
take to secure it, discussion, peaceful agitation, the presentation of facta 
ami airguments, are such as must commend themselres to intelligent and 
righ^thinklng men; The press is the great Instmcter and mover of the 
public mind. Had the press of this city been unfriendly or prejudiced 
against us, it might have stirred an opposition, thrown olMtacles in our 
way that had prevented the holding of this Convention ; but the Sacra- 
mento city press baa treated us with respect and fairness, and we are 
thankful to all those gentlemen who control, and are connected with it. 
We have been pleased to see gentlemen reporting onr doings ; all we de- 
nred waa that they would " nai^t extenuate or ai^t set down m malicef' 
the reporta of Mr. Knight have been fair, liberal, and unusually elabor* 
tte. In proposing this testimonial^ we .are aa far froai intimatiog any ra* 
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Wild of hk wrTicM, tt he would be from receiring it in that light as of 
tim BOtife. We big its aooeptanoe, as a slight tesUmooial of our appre- 
eiatioD of bis geoUemaiily and fUUifuI report of ns. " Favr play it a 

The Resolotion was adopted. 

J: H. Townsend, charirman of Committee appointed under resolution 
No. 18, reported the following statistics of the colored population and 
their wealth: 

Yoor Committee beg leave to state that the amounts set against the 
several counties is investod in various branches of business, real estate, 
mining, etc., but agriculture is the most prominent. Thej also beg leave 
to state that the colored residents of California are in proiiortion to their 
numbers, the least recipients of public charity of any clas« in the State; 
and this too, notwithstanding they are subject to great disabilities, and are 
entirely destitute of any protection in their persons or^iropetty from the ]|Uf s 
of the land, which they regard as clear proof of their capacity to take 
care of their families for the present, and to provide for their future. 

POrUlJlTION. WIU.TH. 

Alameda 50 $50,000 

Amador 100 25,000 

El Dorado 1,000 850,000 

Nevada ..... 400 250,000 

Calaveras 250 100,000 

Los Angeles 60 70,000 

Tuolmnne 200 73,000 

ShasU 100 150,000 

Santa Clara ..... 50 40,000 

Sacramento 500 250,000 

SanFrandsoo 1,500 750,000 

Monterey 60 45,000 

Yuba 500 -200,000 

Trinity 55 20,000 

San Joaquin 400 40,000 

Total 4,815 . $2,418,000 

WiUiamJ.Hardinsaid: 

" I beg leave to call the attention of the House to the &ct that the 

amount, millions, set down by the Committe as the probable wvalth 

of the colored population of this State, in addition to immense sums which 
tiave been, from time to thne, paid to their Omnen by tne colored men who 
have come here as slaves, and who, by a course of honest industry, haif 
paid for and obtained their freedom. I adduce this as onother evldenee sf 
the capability and enterprise of our race." 

Rev. J. lloore: There is an expression in the report which I think skonU 
be corrected. It is this: " That we are entirely destitute of any proteethi 
in person and property by the laws of the land." This is icorrect, in wam 
degree. And while we are statuig our grievances, let us endeavor to ds 
so in a spirit of thankfulness for all the favors shown us, and acknowlsi|||i 
«very oulgatioD we are under; but, above all, let ns do so with troth. 1, 
therefore, move an amendment to the report, so that it may read thist-* 
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''That we do not reeeife r«n prolectfOB of tk« kw^ui mnMNiwitbIhe 
white man.'* 

Mr. Towowml: Idanjthat Uie pitiM aoppori whidi the lawoffm 
can be called hproiedum. Are we heard before the bar of jatticer Are 
we recognized as haying soula, and comprehending the nature and reepon* 
libilitj of an oath f 'TIS but a few months since a negro was stabbed in 
the streets of San Frandaco, in the presence of twenty witnesses. The 
murderer wasa Spanish man, he was arrest%'d, and discharged on bail. On 
the daj of his trial his counsel ridiculed the Idea of his b^ng punished^ 
and said he had "tmlwkiUeda amief^iirho attempted to strike him down.* 
What was the result f The murderer wi^ cleared, and in a few houa he 
was walking the streets openly. Therl is indeed a semblance of proteetioiiy 
but It is not real'' 

Mr. Wilson asked for another readihg of the report; It was again read 
Further debate ensued. 

Mr. Anderson mofed tore^xMnmit the Report to the Committee, with 
Ittttriictions to amend, as proposed by Mr. Moore. 

This motkm was notsustamed. 

Mr. Stokes. — I have listened to the Report as read, and belieTe it io be 
true in erery particnilar. If I haTe a claim of $100 agahist a white man, 
and bring an action for its reco? ery at law, unless I have a white man who 
possesses thefporal courage to come forward and endure the odium of amis> 
constructed society, and testify in my behalf, I lose mr suit, and am fcarce- 
ly exempt from the indignity of being kicked out of fy^nrt 

If a man cannot swear to a plain, honest, simple account, where^ Is the 
protectioa of law f There is none I — ^'tis but a shadow and a name. 

Mr. Garter said he understood the Report under diftcussion to b^ merely 
a recapitulation of the preamble and resokes, and entirely unnecessary, 
and hoped it would not be adopted. 

Mr. McDougall mored that the Report be referred back to tbe Commit- 
tee, with instructions to report as soon as possible. 

Mr. McDougairs motion was adopted. 

Rer. T. M. D. Ward offered the following preamble and resolutioD. 

Wkeaeas, We regard the sin of intemperance a crying eril, a public ca- 
lamity, a check. (o £e religions, social, mental and financial adraacement 
of the colored people of this State; therefore 

Ruolcid, That we reccommond to our people the concentration of erery 
moral and intellectual effort for the complete remo?al of this crying etU 
from among us. 

The resolution was sustained by the offerer in<a forcible l^ieech. He said, 
in offering it, he dki not expect the support of gentlemen who weni i» the 
habit of washing down the cotton in their throats cTerr m'oming with a 
cocktail, but they see daily too much eyidence of the CTils of intemperance 
not to act upon jtho matter in some way. We hare met to propose plans 
for the improTcmcnt of our people, it is properthat we should give expres- 
sion to our opinions upon the subject so important to us. Some of the 
ablest and most talented of our young men, possessing Qualities and attain- 
«ients that would render them capable of doing an incalculable amount of 
good for themselres^knd others— are the suljecU of intemperance— their 
influence for good is lost. While this is the case we should q)eak out; we 
ihould Qoita all our efforts against this great eril. 

The Chair, though a warm supporter of the propositiou of Mr. Waid, 
coQsiderod it out of order, as the Con? ention had ctodded to keep out all 
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extnmeoos oMtter, and upon tbmt g^roaiid tbej bad decided to act upon tbe 
•cliool qoestiou. Tlic teropcrance qocKtioD is cxtraneoas matter, atid mmt 
ba ruled out ; but the Couraqtioo could appeal from his decisiOD if they 
desired to» and he shoold not deem it disccwuleoiis to htm if he was OTe^ 
roled. 

Mr. Collius moved a suspension of the rules to consider tlie resolution. 
The motion was lost, and the Convention refused to suspend the rules hj 
the following vote : Ayes, 20 ; nays. 17. Two-thirds being ref|uia-d to 
suspend, the Resolution was ruled out of order. 
Mr. Gibbs offered the following, which was adopted : 
No. 20. lUsolvid, That the Secretary of this Gonvention receive pledges 
from each member of Ahis Conventiour that thej will use theit^best en- 
deavors to raise from their constituents a specific portion of tlie $20,000 
which, bj vote of the Convention, is to constitute the Contingent Fund to be 
used for the carrying out the objects of this Convention, as fdlowg : 

We, the undersigned, do pledge ourselves to raise so nAich of the Contin- 
gent Fund as is set against our names. 

Mr. Gibbs said in support of this Resolution : " The creation of this fund, 
will give assurance that we are in earnest ; something may be left to the 
humanity and philanthropy of men, in presenting our cabse to the pubhc ; 
but we must have money ; it is one of the most essential aids in carrymg 
out the objects in view, ' the sinews of war ;' and we shall have occasion 
to use in various ways, all wo can raise. When we return to our constito- 
enci^, let us not sit down upon the stool of do-nothing, but exert every 
effort to inform and influence those with whom wc may come in contact, iu 
public and in private ; I am under the necessity of taking leave of the Con* 
veotion. 

I congratulate you, gentlemen, upon your success in conducting the proceed- 
ings of the Convention ; good order has been ob.served, good feelings have 
b^n exercised one towards the other. Bodies of men rarely meet and delib- 
erate, without some confusion. Even in the halls of legislation at Wa.<ihing* 
ton, scenes of confusion and disorder are sometimes witncKsed, among men 
who h^ve reputations for refinement and learning. It was feare«l we could not 
meet and d<diberate two or three days, in an orderly manner. In futurt\ 
should we meet to counsel for our common good, may simihur success attend 
Our efforts. 

3Ir. Cornish indorsed the resolution, and expresKd the pleasure he exneri- 
csced at the good feeling and harmony that had characterised the prooeedincs 
of the Convention. The chair here requested Rev. Mr. Stokes to seat hhnscif 
on an opposite side of the room, as while two preachers were seated together 
he never could keep order. The request was complied with, amidrt much 
laughter. 

Pledges were made by the following gentlemen, in behalf of the counties 
they represent 

San Francisco, H. M. ColKus, - • - $1,250 

Sacramento, J. G. Wilson, - - - - ' COO 

Nevada, Dennis Carter, .... 500 

Yuba, Isaac Triplett, - - • « • 500 

£1 Dorado, Joseph Smallwood, <- - 1,200 

ButiCj Isaac Triplett, 160 

Alameda and Cpntra Costa, Fielding Smithca, - 200 

SanU Chira an'd Santo Cm, W. D. Mosc;s, ,- 200 

Sierra, Albert Vaaiel, 200 
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Taolnmiic, John H. Morrii, 600 

Sail JoaquiDy Jeremiah King» 150 



Total, $5,450 

Mr. Pbe1i>8 proposed resolution 

No. 21. lUsolved, That a Committee of Mr^ be appointed to report be- 
fore the close of this Convention, npon the propriety of estiibllshing a pa- 
Mr for the use and l»enefit of the (*olore<l {leople of this State. 

iAilopted, and Messrs. K. R. Phelps, W. U. Newbj, and D. P. Stokes, 
were appointed the Committee. 

On motion of 3Ir. Gilliard, it was voted that this ConTention a^jooni 
iine die, this evening, at six o'clock. 

Mr. C. II. McDougall offered resolution No.. 22, proposing the establish- 
ing o^a banking-house by colored men, in this State. 

Mr. J. II. Morris said : " Mr. President, I am opposed to the passage 
of 'this resolution. Does the Convention propose to take care of the whole 
political, moral, social, and financial interests of the colored people of this 
State f I think not. Let us, then, leave the question of establishing 
banks*. IVe have already undertaken herculean labors. Let us resolve 
less, but do more. Besides, we have not forgotten the experience of the 
past year. Can we exi)ect to su(;eeed in banking ofierations, where so many 
have failed f There is a j>revailing sentiment of hostility against banks, 
throughout the State, ^or can we hope to bring a greater amount of cap- 
ital, experience, and business capacity, to the sustentation and management 
of the proposed scheme, than have been employed to carry on other insti- 
tutions of the kind, but which have nevertheless failed. Mr. President 1 
hope the proposition will l)e voted down, and that we shall have no more 
of the visionary and impracticable scheme." 

Mr. McDougall said : "Tliereare many in the State who will not de- 
posit their money in the Imnks already established. Bnt why sliould we 
not form banking institutions anionpf ourselves ? We have men of means, 
of good business abilities and integrity. We need confidence in each other. 
Tills would lie an effective means of building ourselves up as 'a people, and 
securing the respect and consideration of the public. There must be a 
rommcncemcnt of effort in this direction. My wish is to call attention to 
the subject, but m the resolution meets with such decided op|K)sition, by 
leave of the Convention I will withdraw it. 

The Ilosolution waa withdrawn. The Convention then adjourned until I 
o'clock, P. M. 



THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Met at 4 o'clock. President in the Chair. 

Finance Committee presented a Report ol thr niionnt collected t4> 
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defray the cxpcmcs of tho CoDYcntion, $158,75 ; expenses for sta- 
tionarj, books ami light, $12/)0 ; balaucc in hand, $146,75. 

Finiinu CommUttc-^.Z, Moore, Emory Waters. D. W. Ruggles. 

The Report of the Committee was adopte<l. 

Mr. William Qulim wotc«1, tliut tlie Secretary prepare and send the pro- 
ceedings of this CouvuDtion to the " lAhtrator^ and '* DougUu^ Paftr^ 
forpublication. This motion was not sustained. 

On motion of T. M. 1). Ward, it was voted that each delegate l)e fur- 
nished with five copies of the proceedings of the Convention when printed. 

Tho next llcsolution was as follows : 

No. 22. Resfdced, That the Publication Committee be authorise to have 
5,000 copies of the proceedings of this Convention printed In pamphlet 
form, to be placed in the hands of the State Central Committee — the dele- 
gates having received their quota — to bo disposed of, and the prbceeds put 
uito the general fund. 

No. 23. Rejoiced, That tho Finance Committee be antliorized to pay 
over to the Publishing Committee the sum of $100, towards publishing the 
proceedings as above, were presented by Mr. Townsend, and nnanjmoasly 
adopted. 

Mr. K. A. Plielps, Chairman of the Committee appninted to report upon 
tho propriety of establishing a printing press, read Committee's Report. 

\ our Committee, who were charged with the duty of reporting on the 
subject of a press, beg leave to say, that after giving the sul)jcct earnest con- 
sideration, they would earnestly recommend the establishing of a press, for 
the use and benefit of the colored people resident in California. 

The time allotted your Committee was too short to admit of their obtain- 
ing the information necessary to enable them to arrange, and report, the 
details of a plan for carrying ont this proposal. They would respectfully 
recommend the appointment of another Committee from this Convention, to 
ascertain the probable cost of a press, with its appurtenances, and the 
mode by wiiith it can be sustained, and report the stime to the State Cen- 
tral Committee, who might be charged with the responsibility, if pructtcable, 
of carrying the plan into operation. And to this end, the Committee mIiuII 
\hi anthorized to cull meetingri, and lay this subject before our )>eople, in 
the various counticM of the State, collect means, and adopt sncli plans as 
they. may deem necessary for its success. Respectfully subiiUtted. 

E. R. Phelps, ) 
D. P, Stokes, >• Committee. 
W. Xewby, ) 

Tho n^port was ailopted, and the Committee discharged . 

llus(»:iitif>') 23, presented by Mr. Townsend, was adopted without discus- 
sion, as iolluws : 

Wo. 23. RenfAvcd, That the State CentiHl Committee, be authorized to 
prepare and pui)lish an address, to tho citizens at large of this State, set- 
ting forth the true character and position of the colored people of California. 

Mr. Xewby offered Resolution 

No. 24. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered Wil- 
liam II Yates, Esq., for the efficient, dignified, and impartial manner in 
which he has presided over its dQliberations. 

It was adopted by acclamation, and in rcsi)onding to it, Mr. Yates re- 
marked ihat he duly appreciated the high compliment conferred upon him 
by the members of the Convention, in thus ezpres.sing, in so emphatic a 
manner, their thanks. In presiding over their deliberations, he had sought 
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to act fairly towards all» and if he had not done ao, he cxcoedin^lj roorct 
ted it. One tliinj^ he desired to call their attentioo to, particularly as be 
had l)een spoken to by several fi^ntlemen present rpon the subject 

In the published report of tbc few remarks he offered on I'nesday, he 
was made to say — "while I acknowledge in form, ap))earance and education, 
the African cannot compete with the Caucasian race/' &c.. It should have 
been — " Ae is unable under exisiing dreuwutameci to com|»cte with the Caa- 
casian race," &c. This is what he said and meant: " 1 do not admit that 
the African could not compete with any nation, if he is allowed the same 
opportunities. The colored people have much to contend against in the 
present age, but by pursuing a proper coarse could orercome much of it. 
It has been sai<l that. In holding tl.iM Conrention — in seeking to change 
the law by ai<king for the right of testimony on the same terms with our 
white fellow-citizens — we arc presumptuous. We ask for no social cou- 
cessions or ^privileges, but say 'hands off/ and do not depress us; we only 
desire a removal of a special grievance. The granting of our petition will 
bless 'him that gives, and him that takes.' We lielieve the American heart 
in Nortiicm or Southern men, is too noble and generous to turn a deaf ear 
to our request, couched as it is in manly and respectful terms. We arc 
Americans; this is our country and our home; wo know no other. Who 
will question our love of country? We say to our white fellow-citizens, 
in spite of all the evils which surround us, from the East, tlie West, the 
North, and the South, we are with you. Where does the white man go 
that the black docs not ? If to the battle field, in conquering lands, the 
black is found at his side; if not with a sword, he has a soup-ladle to feed 
them while they fight. I a4n no orator, but a simple laborer, working 
hard and honestly for my daily living, yet have a love for liberty that can* 
not be repressed, as it has grown in me for years. I believe this Conven- 
tion has accomplished much good, for it hss awakened an interest in the 
minds of all, and much good must eventually grow out of it. Let us Iks 
united, let us cherish a brotherly regard for each other, and we cannot fail 
to obtain at length that which we seek.'' 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted as they were pre- 
sented, in the following order: 

No. 25. lUsolvedf Tliat the thanks of this Convention be tendered 
Messrs. A^'aniel, Carter^ ^malbprood. and Smithea, for their services as Vice 
Presidents of this Convention. 

No. 20. RiMolved^ That thanks be presented Messrs. J. B. Sanderson, 
J. II. Morris, and F. G. Barbadoes,, Secretaries. 

No. 27. A resolution of thanks to Messrs. John Butler and William 
Queen, door-keepers. 

No. 28. Resoivedt That in consideration of the extra labor rc<]|uircd in tlic 
preporntion of the proceedings of this Convention for publication, the Fi- 
nanoc Committee be ordered to pay J. B. Sanderson the tfum of 825. 

No. 21). licsolved. That the Treasurer of the State Executive Committee, 
who is. to hold the funds collected b> order of this Convontion, be required 
to five bonds in the sum of $10,000. for the faithful discharge of his duty. 

Keslution No. 25, offered by D. Stokes. 

Kesolutions No. 20 and 28 by J. Francis. 

llesohition No. '27 offered by C. II. McDougall. 

Hesohition 29 offered by W. II. Newby. 

The Chairmao of the Bosincss Committoe, Mr. Ncwby, read the DCXtBcsolo* 
tioD, 
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No. 80. Resolved. Tbat the Boaiiea Committee arc richly entitled to tbe 
thankt of tbe members of tbif GoirpeiilioD, and all wbo haTo been present 
upon iti aeanona, fiir ibeir fiutbfol, intelligent and aoeceaBfal labom, in pre- 
paring tbe burincai, andjpromoting the ubjeots of tbe Convention. 

Mr. Ncwbj said : "Tbia Reaolotion waa placed in tbe bimd^ of tbo Bnsi- 
ness Committee by Mrs. Alfred J. White, a lady from Toolomoe County. — 
It ia all tbe moro grateful to tho feelings of the committee aa an expruMiun of 
satiiifiiction with their offbrta to servo you — as coming from a lad^ ; whoro the 
ladies are with us, and approve, wo aro satisfied that we are right ; it is ao 
earnest of success. 

'*In behalf of tbe committee, I return our acknowledgmenta to BIrs. White. 
It is m^ misfortune to be a bachelor ; and unfortunately for me, aliw, the lady 
who proposed this resolution is a married lady, or I should be tempted to has- 
ard the expression, of not only my gratefulness to, but also my admiration o( 
her, in other circnmstancos.*' 

Resolution No. SO was adopted amid appkuse. 

Some inquiries were msde by delegates in rcganl to communicating with 
each other, and promoting the objects of tho Ccmvcution. 

It wa.i suggested that delegates should call meetings in tlie counties and 
towns yf their residence, form local organisations, appoint niniiiiittoes, cuUect 
fiimltf, circulate petitions, and keep up a oorrc:<pondciice with tho State Exeo- 
utivo Committee. 

Six o'clock. P. M.. liaving arrived, the choir attached to the church, hj 
request, sudg an Authcni, scTe6ting 

"The Earth is lh« I>.ni'% 
And the fullnett thereof.*' 

The Chaplain pronounced the Benediction, and the President declared the 
Convention adjourned sine die, 

NoTR.— In rlnning th^Mi minaUit, I Uk« (K>rMion tn ftcknowlri1ft# mj ohtic«ti*Hi« !• tli«* M«rr«a«BtA 
'' Uailj TiilMiA^ ** Macli of tti«» tlm-r Any' |irnc<*r«lin|tN of th« Cnnrcnti«>n wrrr |iiiMiii)i«>l iii tbftl 
paper. 1 preNervfU tb« c«ipi«i«, aud U«ri veil \ftloAbl« mmmUoc* from Ui«u in iir#|>-u>iii»; ih** r»ritC'>iu»; 

J. 11. tANL>Klbm.\. 



The Cointnittec, upiminted under resolution No. 10, prrsent the luliowiug 
to tho parents and guardians of colored cliildreu in Cuiiroruia: 

ADDRESS. 

'* Knowledge is ])0wer,? said Bacon, one of England's wisest sons. The 
truth of this apothegm, liistory and common experience abundantly prove. 
No people have iK'coroe truly iilustrioiis, great and powerful, who (iid not 
make learning the subject of eKfiecial attention. 

As of nations, so of communities and individuals. Knowledge give.4 to 
its possessors a power and a superiority over the uncultivated, real and 
substantial. The ignorant must give pjace and yield to the intelligent and 
educated; it is a law growing out of the nature of things. 

As a class, the colored ]>eople have to a ga*at extent been deprived of 
the advantages of education, tlic means and op)K)rtunitie.s of intellectual 
culture, and it ill becomes thos(f who have doprivod them of those blessing's, 
where t1i(?y hod the power, and in other circumstances have thrown obsta- 
cles in the way of their improvement, to taunt them with being ignorant. 

But the condition of things are changing; public sentiment, laws, slowlv 
bat surely. Kducatctl men better understand, and are coming to acknowl- 
edge and teach the absolute necessity of obeying the laws of man's Intel 
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Icciual, r.oral and social nature; by tliis, wc mean that man is tho subject 
of In^ cicctual, moral ^nd physical laws; wo cannot 1jrc»k and trample upon 
thr witliout producing suffering and wretchedness. 

.ocietios arc subject to the same laws; their peace, p^ood order and 

;ty depend upon obedience to these laws. Society caimot neglect, hate, 
uiiuso and oppress a class, a part, without suffering itself ; the indolgence 
of evil passions, tho practice of bad conduct, re-act backward and forward; 
ignorance vice, crime and suffering abound, and society is the Sufferer; in- 
telligent men see this clearly; they regard tho education of youdi one of 
the first and most important duties society owes itnelf; give good instmo- 
tion to the young and withhold not. 

True intellectual culture gives to men power over themselves, opens a 
knowledge of the laws of life, disposes them to respect the rights of all 
and to tiio practice of justice and virtue. 

Dear friends, we arc living .in an age when, and in a country where tho 
light of knowledge is spreading, is al)Ounduig more and more, stimnlating 
2U*tivity in the arts, in science, pliilosophy and general literature. ^« a 
people, we are in the midst of these activities, havuig a comm^r. laierest in 
their results. 

Wc are engaged in a great work; it is this, wo aim to render ourselves 
e<iual with the most favoriMl, not simply nominally equal, but tmly and 
pnuL'tically, in knowhMlgc, iMiergy, practical skill and eutenirisc. Tlie \w8i 
has been to as full of wrong and suffering; wo are not content with our 
]irescnt condition; it remains ior us to say whether we will continue in this 
lK>>ition. 

Under fiod, our dependence is in our children. As parcr.td and guardians, 
we :ire un<lcr the mast solemn obligations to have our children educated ; upon 
any other conditions, our hopes and expectations of the future are vain. It 
cannot be denied, ignorance has been tho cause, chiefly, of our sufferings. Wo 
mast seize upon every opportunity to acquire knowledge, to educate tlie head, 
the hands, the heart, for the duties, necessities and responsibilities of life. It 
is true the State sliould \ rovide schools and instructiou for our children, but 
.^he excludes e«>lored children from her public school^. In c-qc locality only 
in the State — San Francisco — a school is cstablislicd for colored children, 
\%-1iicli is sustained by the libcraUty of tliat city's government. 

The nunil»er of our children is rapidly increasing. In these circumstan- 
«-es, left to provide for ourselves, we nmst lie all the more dctennincd to do 
our duty — sacrifioe somctliing too of personal ease and comfort for tho sake of 
•riving your children schilling, wherever it is practicable. When our charac- 
it'rs, as a i>eople, hhall fully combine the elements of learning, sound morality, 
and wealth, wi* ^hall l»e fnn* and rcs|)ected by all. 

J. J.. Mo«»re, I Cnnimittoe 
TM D.Ward, J ^'^''*^'*»^^ 

llEiHJiiT of the Committee uppointe«l to address tlie Colored Citizens of Calf- 

funiia, upon the .subjects of Agriculture and iMlning, and the importance of 

turning their attention to them : « 

ISretiiren : In discharging the duty of addressing you upon these great 
^'ranches of indu.Htry, it is our wi.<h to e^ill your attention . to reflect carctully 
up«iu tliem, that a lively interest :: ay Ixi awakened. 

The agricultural and mining iutci-c.st.*« of California are rich and fruitful 
•Ikmics; llc:iven has indtM^d N^en l»ounteous in heaping blcs.^ings upin our 
'^laic. The ap|ilicatiuu ol' intelligent tkill and iudu:itry. in developing it-* 
>kIico. will make it u accuud Eden. 
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In (111* rupiil vi<w vfv >liu1l lake of tin; >iili)<rr nt A;:ri('uliurr uv r.ui «iiii> 
toiit'li li I'i'W iiii|Hirt:iiit fNiiiit.4, invito 3'onr allcntiMn in tlic MiKjtvt ;;.*ii«*nill;. in 
lli«; hope YOU may iKMnnno £iniiliar with tli<* Mati>ti(s an<l tli<* itnu-tiir «>t' ilii 
|*ur/>uit. i'ttct.> arc almnilant, p>in^ to pruvc that af^rii'ultiin*. asa {..ii uil, i 
I* nwJ to Hvallli, honor nn<1 iu«h»i»on«U'nce ; Jhr tinif has t-tmiv wIh'»i \vt» uiu>i 
boconio owncr.4 and cuhivntorM of tlio hind. Tin; mortify in;r fact i.s cvtr Iwrfonr 
u« tlint culorcil pcoiilc, in th«' free States ospiecially, an^ ratJicr thi' codmuucfs 
than tlio pruiluccrH of the wcahh of the soil. 

The advauta^M hold out by- flic Ocuonil novemmont. a.s ru;^rd.s tho .sut- 
ik^moot of the public domain, constitute a cheering anil en<*o:tra;^n;; fact. It 
ha« been nid, *'th:it we cannot settle upon and l)ccomc pos><*ssc»rs of the public 
laiub upon tboM tornis held forth by the <icncml CSownnncnt." Wo have 
takou pains to ancor^in the fact!4 upon this piint, and we an* pmuil to inform 
vou that we can find no facts proing to sliow tliat w« may not M*tfK* uism an*l 
lawfully poiM(*«s t)ortions of fjoverimicnt lands. AVe would rc!<]rfcctful1y ur«^ 
you to uao all lawful means to siKrure for yoursi»lvcs right and just i-!ainis in 
tin* ownership of tliv soil, as a ni'^ans fo us<>Ailnc.ss nspivtaKility and wealth. 

We wouhl briclly invite your uttcution to the niintn;^'Jiu.<incs.s in (.*ulifor 
nia. MIninKt like agricultural pursuits, gives tlioyc cnpi.trcd in it, a more 
^lonoruhlc |>utfition lliun menial iMTvic<\ 

The gohf mines of this Stale must continue for years the Koun*eofar 
must unaceountnhlc wealth. These nrcMpiMi to all: none who are rc.^iKrt- 
ublc, honest and industrious, ifre c\i*ludc'I therefrom. 

Tho tide of ennnigration eontinnes to pour its thmi.<unds n])Oii our .shores, 
'riio time may come when we nhall regret that we nUowed tlio «;oh!cn *\\i- 
l»<>rtunitieM to lie lout. Ilundredx of thou.snnils of acres of miiicnl lan«l< 
n4»w unoccupied, in ii few years will be worth fortimes, will ^e {^uiiirht A 
W.v, but not oi)( allied. 

\Vi* have great hopes in the developing ami increasir r 'w lli-eiice. tmr 
•^y and enterjuise of our )K*ople. We urge you again, :. .| 'i.»:;»iniiifs iA- 
fjr, engage i;i agriculture and mining; honorable ei^iploysiietts, rln v will 
promotu our In'st interests. 

fieorgeW liooth. 

.\lfriHl .1. Whif. 

tieorge .V. Dsivall. ('«»iimiiii«e, 

Allwrt. Viiui'.'i, 

Daniel AKiLoiivv. 

The r.illowiug Addrchs was'prepareil l»yd. H. TtiwnMhij, :,i ^K-half -i 
lie* Stale Kx eiiiive Connnittce : 

ADDUKSS 

The eolored eiti/.eiis of this ('oiiiiiiunw.nilli, \\.iuM n.-|«liri hilly ic|in>tiii 
Is'loro you, their >tate and eonditfou, ami tlifv ie.^))(«;t'n!ly a.^k a e:ji.ii! 
and canlnl investigation of facts in relation to iheir true elie.ni'.ter 

t)ur population nnnii»<rs about r»,tlO(» persons, who ow:i i*a|»iHil to the 
amount of new Jii:5,t)iM»,0(ni This iij»s Iwmh aeeinnnhited l»y our own iiidu>- 
try, since \ye migralcd to the sImuts oI' tin', raeilie. 

Stost of ns were born upon your >«»il ; narrd up under I he inlluencc of 
your in.<litulioiis ; Ucome familiar wilh your manners and ru>lonis ; ae- 
• |uir»d m^^^•l of your habit>, antl udojiied yt»ur policiis. W'r vieMall. ••.- 
ame to no oilier iiMintry .-^ave thi-^. Willi ait her laull> we h»vr Imt ;li!l 

Our for I'.ilhers \v«'re amoii;r the tir>t w-o tiM»k tij» arn:. ami fouiul .^n.« 



l.y <'u\v with yonrs : |ionro<loiit ilicir liliv^il froflyiii tlio stnij[r.!rl<» for AiinT- 
inui iii(li*)KMi(lrn(M*. Tlwy nmjrlit, jw llipy li:i(| rvrry i\»n3»fin to sii|i|K>sf, tin* 
•nHul ri«r|it ot*lilN*rty, until it filially triiiiiiplMMl. 

Ill till' war of Jsf'i, ill uliu'li yiui itr)iirvc«| iii«lc)K'Ti(loiM*f niid priory iijioii 
tlio sc:i3, tlio colDrid iiiiii, wmr also unioii;^ tin* loriMuust to eiijra^ro i» tin* 
c'Hillii'i, ri'iidcriu*; cllicielit stTvire in l»cliiil!' of their nntiuion country. 
Tliroiii^h a loiijir series of yours have \\v lieoii always remly to lay down our 
lives for the eoiuniMti weal, in defense of the natioiiMl honor. Ouitlie other 
hand, instead nf treatiiii; us as piotl and biyal eili/.ins, you Iiavi 'treated us 
as aliens ; souirht to dej^rach' us in all the walks iif life : proserilied ii^ in 
fliundi and State as an i.i<:norai)t :iufl deSased elass, unworthy the syiupathy 
tuul n\!^anl of men ; without examining' into our truf ehanieier, you ha\v 
allowed yourselv.'s to Iktoiuc hitterly |irfjudiecfl against u<. When we 
liave S|iokeu of the wrontr< intli«*ted ii|»on \i^, you have turned a deaf ear to 
oar n»iireseiitations and entreaties, or .^puruetl us from you. 

We nj^ain «*a!l iipun you toreirard our eondition in the State of <*alifor- 
Ilia. We point with pridf to theL.irvneral diaraeter wt! niahitain in your 
miilst, for inte«^ity, industry, and llirift. You have Ihtu wont to multiply 
our viecs, and iieviT to see «iur virtues. You eall ii|kui us to pay eiiornioiLs 
taxes to sup|K)rt (jovennncnt.at the same time you deny us tin* prot«rtion 
you extend t«i others ; th«* .s(M-ur»iy for life and projK'rty. You n'tpiire iis 
to lie jjood eitizeiis, whih* setkin*^ to de;rrad«* us. You asK why we are not 
more intellijr«iit ? You rrrrivj* <»nr money to etiueate your children, and 
then refuse to admit our «liildren into the eominon .schools. Yon have 
.ena(*ted a law, exeludin«r unr testimony in the Courts of justice of this Slate, 
ill eancs of pro<'eediiij5K wherein white ihtsoiis are parties ; thus o|>eidy eii- 
courujrintf and count viiancin;: the vicious and dishonest to take advantaire 
of us ; a law, whi(*h, while it <h»« s not advanta<re you, is a trrcat wroiitr to 
IS. At the same tiiin», you freely admit the eviden<*e of men in your luhLst, 
who arc ijrnorant of the first principles of your (lovenuuent -who know 
not the nlplialMt. Many eoloreil men, whohave Ihhmi e«lueatiMl in your first 
colle>res,are not allowed toti;stify ! and wlieref«»re ? our Divine Father has 
created iii with a darker complexion. 

People, of California ! wc entreat you to repeal that unjust law. AVe 
ask it in the name of humanity, in tin* onli.i;hleiied ajre in which wc live, lu*- 
cunse of tln^ odium it reflects iiimhi you as a free and |)Owerful people; fro 
ask you to remove it from your civil code ; wc a.sk it, that our homes ami 
tiresidcfl may lie protected ; we ask it, that our just earninirs as laborers 
may lie secured to us, and none ofl'ered impunity, in withholding from us 
our just hire ; that justice may W metetl out to all, without resjiect to com- 
plexiou : the jiTuilty puni.slie«l ; the iiimtceiit protecteil ; the shield of wi.<c, 
and wholesome ami et|ual laws, exteudctl over all in y«mr jrreat State ; ujr- 
«»n her iiiuiiiitnins, iu her vallies and deep ravines ; hy her windinii: stn*ams: 
may your Stati* Ik* a iii04lel, eviu to the <;hh'r si.ster States, in res|Mi-1 oi* 
your ju.*«t laws ; may your jrrowth, pro<|K'rity and happine.^«<, Ik* hounded 
«>uly liy tim«* aii«l immortality. 
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FIRST IXAY'S PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



CONVENTION, 



MOBXINO 8E8SIOX. DECEMBKB 9TH, 1856. 



Tkc delegates appointed b^ tlie colored citizens of the various Assem. 
bly Districts of the State, to hold a .Convention on the 9 th day of De- 
cemb^, in the City of Sacramento, met pursuant to call at the A. M. 
£. Church. 

Mr. J. H. Townsend, of San Frixncisct^ Chairman of the State Exe- 
cutive Committee, called the n^eeting to order, and proposed that delegates 
at once proceed to appoint a Chairman and Secretary, pre tan, prepara- 
tory td' the permanefit organization of the Convention. On the motion; 
of J. B. Sanderson, F. G. Barbadoes, of Sacramento, was called to the 
chairj; and, upon the motion of W. H. New^y^ F. J. Vosburgh, of 
Yuba, was appointed Secfetary, pro tern, Mr. Thomas Dcttcr^ of 
Sacramento, moved to appoint a committee of five to receive and ex- 
amine the credentials of Delegs(tes, apA ri5port tho same to the meeting. 
The motion was adopted, and the foUowmg^-.^ntlemen were appointed 
by thechair : 

COMMITTEE OS CBEDENUAL^. 



M. S. Haynes, Sacramento. 

E. K. Phelps, El Dorado. 

W. H. Xewby, . . San Francisco. 



A, E. Dennison,..San Francisco. 
Jacob Fi^ncis, Yiiba. 



The committee made thip report as follows : 

Number of counties represented, 17. 

, Number of Delegates in convention, » . . . 61. 



Sonoma Count if ^ Geo..W; Miller, 



JUiartft, 
Shasta^ 

Yuba^ » 



«« «« 

SanMateo^ •• 



A. Sisco, 

B. B. Young, 
E.. Vincent, 

T. J. Vosburgh, 
M. J. Brown, 
Jacob Francis, 
Emory Waters, 
E.A. Booth, 
R: A. Hall, 



El Dorado^ Co.^ 



Wm. H. Hall, 
Andrew Cfollins^ 
G. B. Browti, 

F. Hutfield, 

E. K. Phelps, 
John Buckner^ 
J. B. Sanderson, 

G. W. Booths 

F. Lawrence, 
J. C. Mortimer, 
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Sacramento 


Co, 


F. 0. Barbados, 


San Fran CO Co. 


*• 


»* 


Tbomaji Dcttcr, 


• » .4 


*« 


** 


O. F.:Klftcl»er, 


«• 4( 


*t 


*« 


J. -M. Flowers, 


«« •& 


»• 


i« 


M. S. Havncfi, 


«• »4 


*• 


• i 


J. B. Handy, 


•« •« 


»* 


** 


James Hubbard, 


•• •• 


it 


»* 


R. W. Freman, 


«« it 


«» 


»* 


S. Holmes, 


>t *i 


ii 


»» 


David I-ewis, 


Butfe, 


*• 


it 


John Wilmot, 


«• t« 


San Frfl/iVo,'* 


W. M. Xewby, 


•< u. 


*i 




tT» H. Townscnd, 


Mariposa^ •* 


»» 




J. J. Moore, 


SanJoaquin^'*^ 


*» 




E. J. Johnson, 


t« i« 


it 




A. G. De^nison 


Siskiifou, *« 


«i 




O. W. Gordon, 


r/aar, *• 


(% 




C. B. Bass, 


AVi/w, 


•i 




H. M. Collins, 


' Alameda, •• 


«i 




Peter Anderson, 


Tuolumne, •• 


i» 




Wm. F. Courts, 


*» it 



F. R. Carter,] 
Nathan Pointer, 
E. H. Parker, 
M. W. Gibbs, 

C. H. McDougal 

D. P. Stokes, 
Daniel Seals, 
Charles Satchel, 
J. E. Brown, 
W. H. Hall, 
J. B. Johnson, 
Alex. Ferguson, 
Thomas Duff, 
Saml B. Hyer, 
Wm. Robinson, 
C. M. Wilsdn. 
I. P. Cibbs, 
C. A. Gibson, 
W. H. Harper, 
H. F. Smith, 
N. F. Henry, 

Mr. Dettcr moved to adopt the report of the Committee on Creden- 
tials. Mr. Sanderson inquired if members of the State Executive Com- 
are to be considered ex-officio members of this convention. Mr, Newby 
thought they should be so considered ; to settle the point he would of- 
fer a motion that the names of J. B. Sanderson and Geo. W. Booth be 
recorded on the list of Delegates to the Convention, and that they be 
accredited as representing the assembly districts in which they reside ; 
this motion was Submitted as amendatory of the report of the Committee 
on credentials, aud adopted. 

The report on motion of Mr. Detter was adopted. 
J. H. Townscnd moved that a committee be appointed to consist of 
one from each county represented, to report a list of officers for the 
permanent organization of this convention. A discussion ensued as to 
the most satisfactory mode of appointing the committee as proposed in 
the moti(m of Mr/ Townscnd, in which Messrs. Hall, Phelps, Newby,* 
Lewis. HcniT)', Moore, and others, participated. 

Mr. J. B. Johnson, of Butte, suggested that in appointing this com- 
mittee, wc adbpt the course pursued by the convention last year. On 
examination, Mr. Town.*»end's motion was found to be in accordance 
with the course taken last year, and it was adopted without further de- 
bate. 'Ilie chairman appointed the following gentlemen as the com- 
mittee on nominating officers : 

Richard Hall, San Mateo, 

G. F. Fletcher, Sacramento, 

S. B. Hver, San Joaquin^ 

G. W. Miller Sonoma, 

W. F. Courts, San Francisco, 

W. D. Moses, Santa Clara, 

N. F. Heliry,. Tuolumne, 

Jacob Francis, Yuba. 



W. H. Harper, Alameda, 

E. R. Phelps El Dorado, 

Thos. Duff, Mariposa, 

Aaron Sisco, , , . Marin, 

E. A. Booth, Nerada 

C. A. Gibson, Napa, 

I. Gibbs ..Placer. 

C. M. Wilson, Siskijfou, 

^^ B. Young, Shasta, 
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The Nominating Committee, through their chairman, Mr. H. Har- 
3er, presented the following Report : 

For President, — Wtti. H. Hall,. Butte County. 

For Vice Presidents^ — B. B. Young, Shasta " 

" " *' H.T.Smith Tuolumne" 

•• *• •* T. Duff, Mariposa '• 

" " F. O. Barhadoes, Sacramento" 

*' *• " Wm. H. Newby, San. Fran. " 

For Secretaries^ — J. B. Sanderson, El Dorado *• 

F. J. Vosburgh, Yuba 

'* S. Howard, Sacramento" 

For Chaplain^ — Rev. J. J. Moore San Fran. •• 

For Door Keepers, — Mitchell S. Haj-nes, Sacramento" 

C. B. Bass San Fran. " 

The Report was accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Francis, a committee was appointed to wait upon 
the President, and conduct him to the chair ; Messrs. Jacob, Francis, 
and Newport F. Henry, were by the chair appointed. The President, on 
being conducted to the chair, was received with applause — he addriessed 
the convention as follows : 

Gentlemen :•— In decting me to preside over your deliberations, in 
this, the Second Convention of the Colored People of the State of Cal- 
ifornia, you have conferred an honor, to which I did not dare aspire. I 
see around me gentlemen, who, .by reason' of their superior wisdom, 
and more extended experience oi public assemblies, I deem far better 
qualified to discharge the duties of the position you have assigned me ; 
for your partiality in singling me out for ihis honor, I beg you to accept 
my thanks. I shall endeavor, to the amount of my ability, to fulfil 
your expectations ; to preside wHh impartiality and efficiency^ assured 
that I may depend upon your good judgment to sustain me ; young and 
inexperienced, I may make mistakes — have patience with me, for they 
will be faults of the head, not of .the heart. 

It is only with such feelings and such hopus I dare accept this honor. 
Gentlemen, the occasion which has brought us together is one of great 
importance. The object we seek, equal testimony in the court^ of this 
State, is deserving of our most earnest effort ; the eyes of the public are 
upon us, expectation is rife, our friends here and in the older States are 
looking with anxiety for the results of our action ; as Nelson said when 
about to engage at Trafalgar, " England expects every man to do his 
duty.'* So expect our constituents of us. ^Vc are not without many 
enemies who would rejoice to see confusion and division in our midst, 
but let us enter upon our deliberations in a spirit of kindness and con- 
ciliation. If there ever was a people aiiiong whom union was necessary; 
union of purpose, of spirit, and action for the sake of succe^/, then is it 
necessary to us. So peculiar are the circumstances and conditions amid 
ifhich we live in our natiye country ;' of those conditions I need, not 
speak in detail ; experience has made us familiar with them. Gentle- 
men, f6r my own part, my hopes of my people in the future are strong; 
9tron{^er to-day for what I see around met I have not words to express 
my emotion ; this scene, this occasion, I shall rememWc all my life with^ 
pleasure and- gratitude. Since the convention of 1855, events have 
transpired indicating a slow, but sure and probable change in pubMc 
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sentiment in regard to our tharactcr as a people ; the increase of intelli- 
gence, of ^\ calth, of mon|l excellence, and as a consequence the develop- 
ment of those qualities which give dignity to men, and conunand for 
them the respect of their fellows, must -inevitahly secure the same re- 
sults to us. 

Gentlemen, our work is hefore us ; we are fortunate in having a chalf 
to guide us in the convention of last year ; allow me to repeat, that I 
shall trust to your kindness and intelligence to aid me in the dischargc^ 
of my duties in preserving order and in prosecuting wise and efficient 
action ; may God speed the day when, as a peoplo, we shall be truly free 
and equal. 

After the applause which followed the President's speech had subsi- 
ded, the chaplain, kev. J. J. Moore was introducadf- and addressed the 
convention as follows : 

Gknti.kmlx — I thank yo.u for the honor conferred upon me by* ap- 
pointing me your chaplain. It is very gratifying to me to know, that in 
the beginning we acknowledged our obligations ^to, and our dependence 
upon our Creator and Heavenly Father ; this is well. We are engaged 
in a good work, no less than that of our moral, political, and int^lectual 
improvement. He that holds the lives of n^en in his keeping ; that 
briugeth fear and trembling upon their hearts because of their evil doing. 
He can give us the victory over all opposition ; in our labors prosecu- 
ting a righteous cause, nothing on earth can prevent our ultimate tri- 
umph. His attributes are pledged for our success, and if God is for us, 
who can be against us to prevent ? Our claims upon our white fellow- 
citi/.cns have been neglected ; our true character and general interests 
have been grossly misrepresented ; but the darkness is passing and the 
light of truth begins to dawn. May God control our thoughts, our 
hearts, and our actions : as with his b.essing, we had success in conven- 
tion last year, so may we, with his favor, have success in our present 
convention. 

Mr. T. l)?ttcr moved that a committee be appointed by the chair to 
prepare business for this conv-vntion. The motion was adopted, and the 
following gentlemen were appointed as the Business Committee. 

J. H. Townsend, B. B. Young, N. F. Henry, O. \V. Miller, M. S. 
Hayncs, R. Hall, T. Detter, A. Sisco, J. Francis, T. Duff, E. R. Phelps, 
J. B. Johnson. 

J. H. Townsend moved that a committee of seven be appointed by the 
chair to prepare and present to the convention a report upon the sub- 
ject of a State Press, to be devoted to the intere.«tts of the colored people 
of the State of C alifornia. Motion adopted, and the following gentle- 
men appointed. 

W. H. Xowby, J. B. Johnson, 3. B. Young, T. Dv% A. Ferguson, 
A. Collins, J. Francis. 

F. G. Barbudoes moved that a committee of three be appointed by the 
chair on Finance. The motion was adopted, and the following gentle* 
men were appointed. 

F. G. Barbadocs, G. W. Gordon, G. W. Miller. 

Mr. F. Henry made a motion to appoint a committee of five to draw 
up a report upon the subject of Education. Mr. Henry said, that the 
subject of education was one of great importance, and that it should 
claim the interest and attention of the convention, and he earnestly 
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Hoped that the committae woald^appointad immediatel7. The chair- 
man remarked that he thought the motkm of the gentleman &o|a 
Tuolumne rather premature at the present aiage of the couTontion ; 
there was mudi other buaiaeie of more immediate importance that 
should take precedence ; he* hoped the gentleman would not deem him 
discourteous or opposed to the measure ; he promised him every assist- 
f&ce for the advancement of 'his object, when it should at some later 
period come up before the ctevention. 

Mr. Moore fiivored the immediate action of the convention upon Mr. 
Henry*s motion. Mr. Francis said that his constituents had sent him 
there more particularly to work for the repeal of those laws which de- 
prive us of our testimony in the Courts of California, and that he could 
not fiivor any other matter untU we shall haVe made some progress in 
that direction. He was opposed to any action at present upon the ques- 
tion of Education. Mr. Richard Hall read the call of the convention 
and the objects proposed therein. He did not oi would not oppose the 
motion, but thought that we should proceed in the order of business as 
proposed in the cadi. 

Mr. Townsend thought that the report of such a committee as that 
which Mr. Henry contemplated, should refer especially to the laws 
which deprive children of color of equal school rights. He was opposed 
to the motion because it was not specific ; he hoped that it would be 
withdrawn. Mr. Booth desired to be informed upon the subject ; he 
had thought it was public sentiment that was the preventative. Mr. 
Townsend explained the matter. Upon a call for the question the mo- 
tion was put on Mr. HenrjCs motion, and carried by 22 to 16. 

The chair appointed the following gentleman as the Committee on 
Education. 

X. F. Henry, F. G.. Barbadoes, C. M. Wilson, F. Hatfield, E. R. 
Phelps. 

Upon the motion fo F. G. Barbadoes, the convention adjourned to 4 
o'clock, P. M. 

J. B. Sandersox, 

F. J. VOSBUBOII, 
S. HOWABD. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 



FIBST DAT. 



At 4 o'clock, P. M., the convention was called to order by President 
Hall. The throne of grace was addressed by the chaplain. Rev. J. J. 
Moore. The Secretary then read the proceedings of the morning ses- 
sion, which were approved; 

J. H. Townsend, chairman of the Business Committee, requested that 
the committee be allowed until to-morrow morning to prepare their re- 
port for the action of the convention. • The request was granted. 

Mr. Townsend then introduced the resolution, viz. : That this^'after- 
loon be devoted to the hearing of remarks of delegates, one from each 
county represented, and that fifteen minutes be allowed each delegate. 
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Mr. Ferguson proposed to amend the resolution by the words, ** and 
that each county be called in the order in which the credentials were 
handed in." Amendment accepted, and the resolution adopted. ^The 
namcsikwere called in the following order, on the part of Sonoma county. 
G. \V. *Miller responded. 



J. H. Townsend, . . San Francisco^ 

A. Furguson, Butte^ 

T. Duff, Mariposa, 

\Vm. Robinson, San Joaquin^ 

C. H. Wilson, Siskiyou, 

W. H. Harper, Alameda, 

C. A. Gibson, Napa, 

I. Gibbs, Placer. 



A. Sisco, Marin, 

B. B. Young, Shasta^ 

J. Francis, Yuba. 

E. A. Booth, Nevada. 

R. Hall &m Mateo, 

F. Hatfield, El Dorado, 

X. F. Henry, Tuolumne, 

D. Lewis,. . •.. Sacramento, 

T. Detter 

The afternoon, from 4 to 7, was thus occupied, and much valuable in- 
formation communicated, embracing statistics of population, business, 
wealth, and character of the colored people living in the counties repre- 
sented. It is to be regretted that the various members made no notes 
of their remarks, as they could then have been published. Messrs. 
Booth and Detter having handed in notes, Mr. £. A. Booth, said : 

Mr. President and gentlemen — I am happy to meet with you on this 
occasion, and to respond to the call on behalf of Nevada county. The 
object for which we have met is a good one, and I feel aeeply my want 
of language to express my feelings in relation thereto ; but I will en- 
deavor, briefly, to present a few facts respecting the condition of our 
people in my county. There are about five hundred colored people re- 
siding there, variously employed. A few are fanners and mechanics, a 
small number are engaged in trading, but the majority of them are 
miners. It is with pride I say it, we are showing to our white fellow- 
citizens that we have some natural abilities ; we are resolved to let 
them sec that all we want is an equal chance, an open field, and a fair 
fight. 

If they will dig the mountains down, 

We will the^-iven dry ; 
And if they can the ••olor raise. 

We certainly can iry. 

We intend to disprove the allegation -that we are naturally inferior to 
them. The colored people of Nevada county possess property to the 
amount of 8300,000 in mining claims, water and ditch stock, and some 
real estate. We have one church, but no permanent school-house ; a 
company is about forming to build one. Immediately upon seeing the 
call for this convention we came together, and after some deliberation, 
the people chose Mr. Emory Waters and your humble servant to repre- 
sent them in the convention. Our constituents feel deeply the disabili- 
ties which we suffer. Under the present laws of this State, as they re- 
fer to our testimony and the school privileges of colored children', and 
they are willing to join you and do their part in the struggle for our 
rights. It is with regret I acknowledge that we have some among us 
who are indifferent to their condition, but I trust that *all such will soon 
Me and feel that every colored man is the victim of bitter prejudice and 
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iiBJust laws, and that they can lend their influence to change the one 
ind abate the other ; to this end how important it is that we should he 
initcd ; if it be true that ** udion is strength,'* then is it also true, that 
iivision is weakness. *Who then speaks of disunion or weakness? 
Brothers in suffering ind oppression ! our experience teaches us that 
}y union only can we accomplish the purpose for which we have asscm- 
}led. Let us drive out from our midst all local or sectional prejudices ; 
Mre are all brothers, whether from Missouri or Maine, from NciV' York 
)r Alabama ; crushed by the same power, let us be actuated by the 
Mune jnotives, the same aspirations ; then down with the demon discord, 
ind from to-day let us labor in union for the common good. 

Air. Detter said — Mr. President, there seems to be a feeling of the 
leepest inverest manifested here to-day. I rejoice at it, and I sincerely 
lope that love and unity may govern us in our actions. Why have we 
^oiiTcned together ? Because the law, relating to our testimony in the 
pourts of California, is but a shadow. It affords no protection to our 
amilics er property. Tmay see the assassin plunge his dagger to the 
'itals hi tny neighbor, ye^ in the eyes of the law, I see it not. I may 
►verhea* thi^ robber or incendiary plotting the injury or the utter ruin 
»f my fellow citizen, and yet, in the judgment of the law, I hear it not. 
The robbery may follow, thc^ conflagration may do its work, and the 
uthor of the evil may go unpunished, because only a colored man saw 
he act or heard the plot. 

Vnder these circumstance* who are really injured and losers by the 
aw ? It deprives colored men from testifying in cases where white per- 
sons are parties. Is it not evident that the white citizen is an equal suf- 
'crcr with us ? When will the jKople of this State learn that justice to 
the colored man is justice to themselves ? Why, in the despotic lands of 
Kurope the humblest scr\ant may approach his sovereign, j)rescnt the 
statement of his grievance, and rarely does he fail to obUiin redress ; 
but here, in this boasted land of liberty and equality, where the peoj)lc 
arc the sovereigns, the laws but express the popular sense of right ; the 
judges interpret, and the courts enforce them. What redress have we 
from the legal tribunal ? What protection from injustice have wc ? 
Even the ministers of the law are often compelled to stifle their convic- 
tions of right or inTong, and do violence to their sense of justice, under 
this enactment. Mr. President, I do not believe this state of things can 
last; the people of this State cannot be interested in upholding and con- 
tinuing an act which never has been and never can be made compatible 
^itb the safety and security of the lives and property of those whom, 
^y a gross so|^hism, it assumes to benefit and protect. It is an act alike 
disgraceful ta the intelligence of this State, and a foul blot upon the 
l^ges of her Statute Book. Friends, let us feel assured that a brighter 
day is opening, the public mind is awakening, let us continue to hope 
and work for this change, and may heaven crown our efforts with 
rocccss. 

Seven o'clock, the hour of adjournment ha^-ing arrived, the President 
declared the convention adjourned to Wednesday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

J. B. Sanderson, \ 

F. J. Vosburgh, > Secy's. 

S. Howard, ) 
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SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

MOBXIXO SESSION.— DEC. IOtU, 1856. 

Convention met at 10) o*clock. President Hall called the Delc^tes 
to order. Proceedings were opened with the reading of the 15thchap: 
tor of Proverbs, and prayer by the Chaplam. Minutes of the previous 
meeting read and approved. Messrs. Lswis Mortimore, of £1 Dorado, 
and Charles Gibson, of Napa counties, presented their credentials^ and 
were invited to take their scats as members. 

B. B. Young said, ** he desired to avail himself of the present oppor- 
tunity to thank the Convention for the honor they had conferred in 
making him one of the Vice Presidents. He hoped that the action of 
the Convention would redound to the honor of its members, and the 
:iucces9 of our cause.** 

Mr. Newby remarked, *' I hope that Delegates will endeavor to be 
punctual in their attendance on the Sessions of the Convention, so that 
we may commence business according to the rules which have beer, 
adopted. If it is obligatory upon the President to adjourn at the hour 
named in those rules; it is equally obligatory upon him to open the 
Sessions at the hour specified therein.'* 

Mr. Gordon moved that Mr. David Seals, of San Francisco, be imited 
to* take a scat as a Delegate. Motion adopted. 

Mr. George W. Booth moved that Mr. Lawrence, of Placerville, be 
invited to take a scat as a Delegate. 

Mr. Newby objected ; he said, I hope this motion w41l not pass. The 
colored people of Placenille, whi[^nco Mr. Lawrence comes, have been 
guilty of great dereliction of duty. Placerville refused' to send Dele- 
;;atcs to this Convention, at least none have come from the people. 
They are said to have treated the authority of the last Convention with 
neglect, and practiced bad faith towards the Executive. I do not say 
Mr. Lawrence has done this personally, neither would I be guilty of 
discourtesy towards him. But this Convention should have more self- 
respect than to receive a Delegate from the Placervillians, until the mat- 
ter charged upon them is satisfactorily explained. The colored people 
have sent us here to act for them ; it is an earnest work in which we arc 
engaged. 

Mr.- Booth explained ; he said, my idea in proposing Mr. Lawrence 
was this: that gentleman is in possession of facts respecting, the action 
of the people of Placerville; admit him as a member, and you afford 
him an opportunity of stating those facts. 

Mr. Townscnd hoped the question would be taken, and the matter 
disposed of one way or the other. He thought we were losing valuable 
time upon a point of slight consequence. 

Mr. Ferguson said, let us have no informality in our action. I have 
ever noticed, that in public assemblies, haste and informality gcnetally 
result in failure, and that formality is the basis of success. The gentle- 
man from Placerville once admitted, you will have established a bad pre- 
cedent. You will have cast off that form and dignity of action, which, 
as a Convention, gives you influence and importance with the people. 

Mr. Newby said, it is better to be just to ourselves, and at the same 
Munc to the people of Placerville. Society makes laws ta punish offen- 
^^^to prevent crime, or its repetition. Society assumes and exercises 
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this right as nteeaauj from the nature of things. The colored people 
have delegated us fo act for them to a certain extent, for specific purpo- 
ses; in working out these purposes, these results, the details must be 
followed and enforced. Here is a case, for which, as well too for our- 
selves, we are in some sort compelled to make a law. We claim the 
right to enforce a ngioral necessity, and to denounce those who, having 
acknowledged the Convention, and their interest in the succcss.^of its 
action, yet utterly disregard the obligations to the Convention which 
they had voluntarily assumed. It may be right to be courteous, and 
iQost certainly I foci no bitterness, my words are spoken 

" More in.forrow than ic angsr." 

The people of Placerville are guilty of something ; a wrong has already 

^en committed ; I consider that she has been arraigned, and until purg- 

^^ of that wrong, she is not entitled to the same courtesies with other 

counties; courtesies which we 3rield to others as their unquestioned 

'^Kbt, as we claim them for ourselves while acting in good faith. The 

question of courtesy is not involved in this proceeding. Placerville 

l^oldj the relation to this Convention of a person charged with an of- 

i^Uce ; he is not yet judged ; but the onus probandi; the burden of proof 

'^9td upon him. From these circumstances can you tre^t her Delegates 

^^ you do those from the other counties ? No ! Some of your best men, 

^%omber3 of your Executive Coinmittee, visited Placerville to settle cer- 

^^n business agreeably to the action of the last Convention ; that they 

^'ere not successful, let Placerville bear the blame ; for my own part, I 

'^old that she has treated us most shamefully, most disgracufolly. 

Mr. Francis thought that we were pre-judging the case ; no specific 
charge has been made ; until this is done, we cannot decide upon the 
fWcts ; we want information. 

Mr. C. M. Wilson said, I hope the gentleman who made the motion 
Under discussion will withdraw it until the facts are ascertained ; let us 
i^ot be in too great haste ; if the people of Placerville have acted wrong- 
fully, let us know the facts. 

Mr. N. Henry said, the gentleman from Placerville is a stranger to mc, 
^nd I can have no prejudice against him ; I would go for letting him 
Come in at once, but it is said there is wrong, there is trouble among our 
people at Placerville ; at present, there are no definite charges. If it 
had been said that this gentleman was implicated in the wrong, I should 
be against his admission ; but if he had not a participation therein, then 
let us receive him. 

Mr. Emory Waters said, are there not Delegates from El Dorado 
County in the Convention ? If you have already received Delegates from 
tliat county, it sbems to me you should let those from Placcrv-ille come 
in ; I think it will be inconsistent to refuse them ; if they have troubles, 
let them settle them among themselves ; refusing Placerville, it seems to 
me, will be rcfiecting upon the county, and equivalent to placing all our 
people there under ban. 

Mr. H: M. Collins, asked, is Mr. Booth a Delegate from El Dorado 
county ? 

)Ir. Booth said, I am not sent as a Delegate from Placerville, though 
a resident of that place. I am here as a member of the Executive Com- 
xxiittee, appointed by the Convention of last year. The people there did. 
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at first, propose to send Mr. Lawrence to this Convention, with three 
other gentlemen, but afterwards decided to send no Delegate. As Mr. 
Lawrence is here, I wished the Convention to receive him that we might 
get his statement of facts. 

Mr. Moore said, we can avoid getting into trouble ourselves ; let us 
go right ; the question is, has the genUeman got credentials ? Is he 
delegated by the people of Placecville ? Delegate means one sent and 
empowered to act for others. Is he sent, to this Convention ? This will 
be the best way of coming to a decision upon the question of admitting 
or not. 

Mr. Ferguson, though averse under ordinary circumstances to shutting 
off discussion, because I am in favor 6f the largest liberty, liberty of 
speech. Yet, it is plain we may not otherwise be able to decide as to 
the propriety or impropriety of receiving the gentleman from Placerville, 
and for the purpose of facilitating business, I will move that the previous 
question be now put. This motion being seconded, was sustained. 

The President then put the motion of Mr. Booth, that J. F. Lawrence, 
of Placen-ille, be invited to take a seat as a Delegate, and it was carried. 

Mr. Peter Anderson stated that he intended* during the Session of the 
Convention, to bring in a series of resolutions in favor of a State Press. 

Mr. M. S. Haynes moved that a committee of three be appointed to 
investigate the charges presented against Placep\'ille, and report upon 
the same to the Convention. 

H. M. Collins proposed to amend by appoix^ting five on that commit* 
tee ; amendment accepted. The chair appointed Messrs H. M. Collins, 
E. A. Booth, Richard Hall, Charles M. AVilson, William H. Thomas. 

Mr. S. Howard asked ^rmission to read a scries of resolutions- 
granted. 

The resolutions having been read, were, by vote, laid on the table. 

The Business Committee, by its chairman, J. H. Townscnd, reported 
the following preamble and series of resolutions. 

Whereas^ The state and condition of the colored citizens of California 
is one of political as well as social debasement, and calls loudly upon 
them to exert themselves in behalf of reform, and to unite their ener- 
gies to repeal and overthrow the cruel and unjust laws of this State 
which are imposed upon them, and 

JVhereas^ AVe are satisfied that our condition, according to the oppor* 
tunities enjoyed, will bear a favorable comparison with that of any other 
class of men in this State ; and being fully determined to us^ every pro- 
per exertion to obtain those great and inestimable rights for which our 
fathers fought and bled, in common with others, that they might secure 
them as an inheritance to us, their children. Therefore, be it 

Resolved^ That we will use every means in our power to exhibit a 
trie state of our condition, repudiating the base slanders and falsehoods 
that have been fabricated against us. 

BEPOBT OF BUSINESS COMMITTEE. 

Resolved^ That we will continually remind our white fellow-citi7ient ^ 
that they are imposing upon us the same wrongs and grievances which 
^d theia forefathers to rebel against Great Britain, and to appeal to 
rms, and the Qod of battles. 
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Reiolved^ That the lawi iA-Afi State of California i^i^fim^iiiMng its 
lored citixeng, on the ground of color, axe a foul hlot upon the Stat- 
es bf the State, having no precedent in tiie annals* of the world, un- 
irthj of, and a disgrace to, the enlightened and. progressire spirit of 
5 American people. 

Resohed^ That we claim our rights in this country, as any other class, 
t as citizens hy adoption, hut hy right of birth ; that we hail with de- 
:ht itfe onward progress ; sympathise with it in its adversity ; and would 
lely cast our lot in the fortunes of battle, to protect her against foreign 
rasion. 

Resolved^ That the laws of evidence in judicial investigation, should 
accommodated to, and identified with, the laws of the human mind, 
d, therefore, every force and circumstance having a tendency to throw 
:ht upon the subject under investigation, should be heard and judged 
according to their relative weight and value, and with reference to all 
e circumstances of credit or dis^edit connected with them. 
Mesoioved^ That past experience has abundantly shown, that all at- 
npts to establish artificial standards of credibility, depending upon 
ch tests as race, color, creed, or 'country, are as unwise as they are 
just ; that they serve only on the one side to obstruct the ihvestiga- 
»n of truth, by the erection of useless barriers ; and, on the other, to 
fraud the excluded classes, while, at the same time, they subject them 
their lives, in their persons, and in their property, to outras^ and 
ustire, with impunity, from the more favored classes. 
Jlesolredy That the true and only tests of credibility in a witness, arc 

1 intelligence, integrity, and disinterestedness ; and that, as a race, we 
5 willing to be subject to these tests, to be applied in each ca^ as it 
surs, and that we ought not to be subject to any other. 
Itesohed^ That to a class of people, the right of testimony is as valu- 
le as the right of self-defence — a right which no generous foe will de- 

e\'en to an enemy. 

Mesohcdy That we recommend the creation of a contingent fund, to be 
utrolled by a committee, having discretionary power, to enable them 
carry forward any measures that have for their object the amelioration 
our condition. 

Me^olvcd, That a State Executive Committee be appointed by tht Con- 
ation, with full powers to adopt such measures as may be deemed ex- 
dicnt to accomplish th^ objects in view. 

Megolred^ That the common law, and the common school, are the 
ly hope of a free and enlightened people ; the former their shield, and 

2 latter, their guide ; vnd no people can be prosperous and happy who 
» deprived of these inestimable rights of Ood to man. 

MUsolvfdy That the character, integrity, industry, and intelligence of 
s colored citizens of California, will compare favorably with that of any 
L«s of men in this .State, and are deserving of better treatment 
*m the authorities thai\ that to which they are exposed, by the legalizing 
the principle (as applied to them) that ** might makes right.*' 
Mesolredy That we will memorialize t&e Legislature at its approach- 
g^ session, for the repeal of so much of the 3d and 4th paragraphs of 
action 394, of an Act passed April 2dth, 1851, entitled **An Act to 
^^late proccedii%s in civfl cases in (he Courts of Justice in this State,** 
i relates' to negroes : also,! to repeal so much of Section 14, of an Act 
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entitled ^ An Act concerning crimes and ponislimento,*' passed April 
16th, 1850, as relates to negroes and molattoes, and which disqualifies 
negroes and mulattoes from heing competent witnesses in the Courts of 
Justice in this State, in cases or proceedings to which white persons are 
parties. 

The Report of the Business Committee was accepted on motion of Mr. 
Anderson. 

Mr. Henry mored to adopt the Report in sections : 

Mr. Ferguson suggested that the preamhle should be in order : adopt- 
ed after the resolutions. 

Resolution No. 1 being read again, and upon the motion of Mr. New; 
by, adopted. 

Resolution Xo. 2 read, and on motion of Mr. Barbadoes, adopted. 

Resolution No. 3 read, Mr. Robinson moved its adoption-^carried. 

Resolution No. 4 was read, pending a motion to adopt it^Mr. Newby 
said. 

** I am opposed to the language of this resolution, ** that we hail with 
delight its onward progress ; *' no man can expect me to do this ; a coun* 
arc, whose prosperity and wealth has bren built upon our sweat and 
blood ; to say we hail its progress with delight, b to make ourselves n- 
diculous : to tell this to Ajnerica — to the world-^is to volunteer the ac- 
knowledgement of a degree of servility, that wMd make us undeserving 
the sympathy and respect of just men. 

** We freely cast in om lots in the fortunes of battle, to protect against 
foreign invasion ; ** this may be patriotism — ^but patriotism may be a 
vice ; in a white man — a freeman, it may be wortluly indulged ; as an 
American, the events of his country's history, and the circumstances of 
her present condition, may indeed stir within him sentiments of jnide 
and love of country ; but to the colored people, what Is the history of 
the past, in America, but tiie history of wrongs and cruelties such as no 
other people upon the face the earth have been forced to endure? The 
same institutions that bless the white man, are made to curse the color- 
ed man. 

'* Shall we say * we will protect against foreign invasion? ' God kows 
I speak advisedly — I would hail the advent of a foreign army upon our 
shores, if that army provided liberty to me and my people in bondage , 
this may be thought ultra, but in saying it I am influenced by the same 
motives and spirit which ifluenced Henry, when he said to the burgesses 
of Virjxinia, * give me liberty, or give me death ! * words that made men*s 
blood move fast within them, ai^.caused them instinctively to clutch the 
handles of their swords. 

** Henry was thought at first to be bold ^nd ultra ; but history regards 
him as a brave and noble man. AVe are wronged ; let us declare it open- . 
ly to the world. England has done her duty towards us ; she has abol- 
ished slavery in her colonies, and is doing what she. can to destroy the 
system from the earth. In the great conflict of opinioh that is stirring 
the nations, her example, her itkfluence is on the side of freedom. 

'* Would we, could we do battle against England ? There is in men 
an innate sense of justice — we feel it ; let us not stultifiy oiirselves. I 
trust the resolution will not be adopted. 

Mr. Henry said : — " I love my country, with all her faults, I love her," 
but I cannot hail with joy her progress ; if, by progress, b meant thiiae* 
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luintlm of Territory and the exteniion of slaTcry therein, as in the caie 
>f Tezaj, Kansas and Nebraska. If we were capable of hailing such a 
>rogress, we were fit for nothing else, and ought to be enslaved. 

** It is said to be impolitic to express such sentiments ; but is it right for 
he opprefsed to tell weir oppressors of their wrongs, face to face. 

** As to shouldering our muskets and marching to the field of battle 
o fight against foreign inraders ; our fathers did that, pouring out their 
dood, and giving their lives freely for American liberties ; how were 
he>, how have tiic^ posterity been rewarded ? with chains and oppres- 
lon. ^liook at the laws of the United States ; look at the public docu- 
nents which illustrate her public sentiment ; how prevalent the spirit of 
Nrejudice and hatred against the colored man ; they have injured, and 
hcRrefore hate us ; let a different course be pursued — ^let the whites put 
kway their prejudice, and do a just part by us ; and, when they do this, 
ire shall feel that we have a country — ^that patriotism is a noble virtue, 
ind like our fathers, we will shoulder our muskets, and expose our bo- 
lies, ever ready to defend our country against foreign invaders or domes- 
ic foes, to protect her institutions, and promote her progress. 

Bfr. D. Lewis said : — ^ Mr. President, it seems to me, we are traveling 
>ut of the record ; I supposed we had met for a specific purpose ; this 
*e8olution is leading us away intifa maize of inextricable confusion ; let 
18 come back and attend to the matters proposed in the call for the con- 
rention. 

Mr. J. Hubbard said : — ** The only objection I have to the resolution 
s, it is not clear in its language. Like Mr. Henry, I love the land of 
ny birth, and hail its progress in the right ; but the laws which sustain 
ler slave pens and prisons, her auction blocks, and the selling of human 
3emgs, the branding of men and the scourging of women, the separation 
if man and wife, parents and children, I hate them. Fight for the pre- 
lection of these, no ! Men identified with those who have been and still 
ire the victims of ihese oppressors ; and, let it not be supposed that we 
M>ald fight against any country that has rcpiitiated this system. Why 
lid the pilgrims leave England, protesting against the laws, the institu- 
dons of their country ? Because they could not enjoy freedom of con, 
science, aud religious toleration, popular history says, now, the puritans 
were right. Americans know they were right in that open protect, at 
borne and abroad, even against the laws and policy of their native coun- 
try, 

Air. Moore said : — ** If it is to build up slavery, that is quite another 
thing. I do not think this is the intended meaning of the language ; 
aeither do I think the friends need to fear that the country will make 
any more progress in that direction. It is true the ^outh continues to 
threaten, that if she is not allowed to bully the people, and drive the 
country further in this progress backwards, thus extending the area of 
Blavery, and consolidating their power, so that they may suppress free 
bought, free speech, and ^ free press, break down the last vestige of 
liber^, all but the liberty for themselves to be the national masters and 
overseers ; why then they will dissolve the Union. But we know these 
threats, as the politicians say, are for buncombe ; the south don*t mean 
it ; they, indeed, dread nothing so much. 

But, then, I don't think it possible for them to get the North to go 
any further downward ; they are beginning to combine in self-defense, 
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acting upon the principle of ** the greatest eood to the greatest num- 
ber/* with the definition that that is ** number one." The people of 
Yankccdom dcscne no special credit from us ; it is not sympathy with 
our condition ; but whencesoever comes this manliness in them, I am 
glad to see it. Slavery is welding the chains about the white man, and 
they are galling, him ; herein too is a sign of hope ; taking up arms is 
scarcely compatible i^-ith my profession ; if it were, I am inclined to think 
I should ** right about face.** 

Mr. F. G. Barbadoes said : — ** It is with sorrow that I hare listened 
to the intemperate expressions uttered by gentlemen in opposition to the 
fourth resolution. I do not entirely endorse that resolution, for the rea- 
son that I think some of its expressions unnecessary at this time. I 
speak of that portion referring to invasion by a foreign foe. Our coun- 
try, thank God, is not menaced by such a probability ; should that time 
come, I doubt not, that the colored man will be found as he ever has 
been in all the wars of America, fighting for home and liberty. 

With the affairs of England or other foreign nations, we have nothing 
to do at this time. With the question of Slavery and the Union, we 
have nothing tc say. This is not the t'me or place for the introduction 
of such inflammable and discordant subjects. 

We arc here as American citizens, amenable to the laws and claiming 
their protection by right of nativity, while acting upon a matter strictly 
local in its nature, benefits, and effects, viz., the removal of a special 
grievance in the laws of our adopted State ; a grievance which leaves us 
without a shadow of safety or protection for our families and property 
from the incursions of the robber, incendiary, or assassin. It is to the 
carrying out of this purpose that we should gather all our strength, and 
concentrate all our efforts. 

I appeal to the good sense of this Convention, if the introduction of 
all matter not directly touching the points for which we have assembled; 
should not be promptly suppressed ? We cannot, in justice to our con- 
stituents, allow such subjects to have occupancy in this Convention. I 
trust that the resolution may be withdrawn, and that harmony may be 
restored.'* 

Mr. Newby said : — '* Mr. Barbadoes dislikes the language used in ref- 
erence to this resolution ; he calls it rash, incendiary, and yet he is op- 
posed to the resolution ; yes, to that part which refers to foreign inva-' 
sion. What fallacy is this! The poKcy recommended by gentlemen < 
may be very good, but let us not promulgate a lie. How long shall we 
be governed by this degrading policy ? I do not believe it necessary that 
we should assume a position so wanting in respect ; we concede much to 
the public continually in our intercourse with thciii, by our words and 
actions, by the humility of our general deportment ; it is not necessary 
we should be hypocritical ; neither interest or true policy so dictate ; 
right thinking men would despise us for it. We have permitted this 
sort of policy to govern our conduct long enough, not that we should 
make it a point to offend, but speak frankly and truthfully. Intelligent 
whites know and appreciate intelligence wherever they see it ; they des- 
pise cowardice and duplicity ; we know that we should act, as they know 
they would in the same circumstances, because it is tight so to act. 

The Petitions sent in to the Legislature — and were respectful i hum- 
Should we fall doi^-n upon our knees and kiss their feet ? There 
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8 no necessity for this ; let the people know what We feel and what we 
hink; that where there b wrong, we hate it ; where right is, we lore it ; 
ire cannot deceive the whiles ; thej will know better if they give a 
hought to it, and in this resolntion would see a lie. 

Hr. George Oordon said — ** One would think, from the remarks of 
entlemen, that we were disposM to imitate ** Bully Brooks,*' or some 
tlier Southern fire-cater. I am opposM to the course proposed by those 
eitftlemen who would hare us proceed with such a high hand, as though 
• were in our power to enforce rule or ruin. It becomes us to be cau- 
ous, in view of the circumstances of our position ; we are soliciting the 
btention of the people to the injustice of the laws which deprive us of 
^timony, and our children of public schooling. When we shall go to 
ke State House asking for the repeal of those laws, wc shall petition re- 
;KM;tfully. Let us not here adopt any language or deportment incompa- 
ble with our attitude as petitioners there, or that is likely to prejudice 
ke success of those petitions.** 

Mr. Handy said — ^*^ The last clause of the resolution I am opposed 
I ; but with the language respecting the progress of our country I agree, 

it refers to process in wisdom.and righteousness. Righteousness ex* 
teth a nation* while sin is a reproach to any people.** 

Mr. Townsend saM — *^ I did not expect this resolution to pass without 
>position, and perhaps alteration in its phraseology ; the language of 
le resolution is plain ; it is the unqualified statement of a fact, the con- 
sction between our actions and our words. We are interested in the 
rofcrcss of this nation ; we are benefitted by her general progress in 
aming, in the arts and sciences, and in her material prosperity ; there 
e men, a great number of whom care for nothing but wealth and pow* 
, the almighty dollar being their Qod ; but there are also men who 
ensure the greatness of a nation by its attainments in intellectual cul- 
LTC in science, in the arts, and in moral excellence ; the growth and 
rog^ress of a nation in its parts, the evU with the good is simultaneous. 
' this country has made progress in the amount of its Slave territory, 
le number of its Slave victims, the strength and scope of its bad poli- 
^, so has it made progness in knowledge, general education, religious 
ileration, moral science, in spreading the influences and developing the 
^ults of a high civilization. 

In the former case, as we have suffered, we deprecate progress in that 
irection as going backward. It is the increase of the diameter 
f the circle at the opposite side. So in the latter case upon this 
ide, we have been benefitted in many ways ; there is such a thing as 
tie world's public opinion ; we have hope in the progress of the nations, 
ach extending its influence as so many circles, cutting the plain of, and 
lingling with our own. Liberty, truth, and humanity, must and will 
vevail. By her general progress in all that is high and noble we are 
lenefitted. I said there is a connection between the words of the lat- 
er part of the resolution llnd our actions ; it is so. At home, by our 
iresides, we are patriots ; we glory in the patriotism of our fathers, in 
he success of the American arms ; even in the Mexican war, how many of 
>ur young men went with the American troops to that country and en- 
lured hunger, sickness, privation, and exposure of life, such as the army 
3ften endured. 
Mr. Newby — In what capacity did they go, and from what motives ? 
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Mr. Town*cnd — I am a< i»cii«itirc an any one in rcj^nl to the grorel- 
lin^c conduct of nome of our |iroplc, and bmre erer been opposed to a cer- 
tain S4)rt of 5er\-ile phrafCfilo};y indulged in by them in their intercourse 
with the white*. 

Hut let u« make the ca!«e perM>naI. How woidd we act in the event 
of an invasion, in our nomewhat altered rircumstanccjt ? In the last war 
colored men volunteered to drive the invader from the plantations. In- 
I vaders arc not wont to reKjiect private rijrhtii or reirard private wrongs. 

I \s property holderit. an fathers, as husbands, interested in the general 

I ob!«ervance of good laws, the preservation of social onler. in maintaining 

I inviolate the rights of property and the sanctity of home, how would we 

I act : War is a state which suspends all laws exce])t those established 

I for lU own etHciency. It is a very different thing from the practiced 

evolution;* at the parade ground js. the ornamental drills in our thorough- 
fares. The spirit of war aroused, its maddening taste for blood, the 
wild excitement of license and ])assion : we do not expect to find in each 
soldier a Cincinnatus, a S<*ipio, or a Washington. Are we not interest- 
ed in — should we not hail the progre5s of this nation ? Yes ! and in the 
hour of trial we shall act in accordance ^-ith this re.^lution." 

Mr. 11. M. Collins said — ** It is not always right to wait for public 
sentiment l>efore takins; a ]K>sition : it is better to go for the right and 
wait for public sentiment to come to it. Speaking of what we would do 
I in case of an invasion, we may judge of the future by the |ia.<t. At the 

I time of the Mexican war. our young men at Pittsburgh hold a meeting 

, to decide up«>n the propriety of going to Mexico : the elder heads op- 

I p«>sed the plan, and our Young America staid at home : but what was 

I the fact r If we did not opjwse Mexico directly, we did indirectly: it 

I made the fact evident, tiK). that colored young men. under similar cir- 

j i-umstances. are infiuciiced by similar motives and feelings with the 

' whites. 

; Mr. C. M. AVilson said — *• Being on the Business Committee I wrote 

J this resolution : all the resolutions that come from the ('ommittee arc 

• not approved by them : it is their duty to arrange and present business, 

I and it is for the Convention to take such action u]K)n it as they may 

j deem expedient or right : that can only be determinetl u\yon by the cx- 

i chanixe of opinions. If gentlemen think that the adoption of this reso- 

lution will lie productive of good, why not adopt it : For my own part 
I think it w'ill. liecause it is conciliatory and in harmony with the popu- 
lar American ww of things." 

Mr. Dctter said — •• Let us proceed to take the vote upon this resolu- 
tion. There are, probably, many gentlemen who are in favor of it with- 
out alteration, while others regard it as stating wh^t is not true, who 
would modify or reject. Ix?t us now dispose of it." 

Mr. J. Francis proposed to amend, by striking out all the words after 
•• sympathise with it in its adversity." 

Mr. Ferguson said — '• Upon the whole, I like the resolution as it is ; 
in dealing with enemies, my course is to oppose them i!i ith their own 
weapons: knife against knife, pistol against pistol; still, gentlemen, it 
cannot be denied, that we are surrounded by peculiar circumstances ; 
while acting in the midst of enemies, it is necessary we should l>c politic. 
Much has lieen said of progress ; what is progress : It is to go for- 
ward to the light before us to new and higher ideas ; for example, hit- 
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tory and experience show us the defects of old customs, manners, and 
institutions, and also prove their excellencies. Progress is to reject the 
cnl, to accept the good, and go forward trusting in development. Infi- 
nite power and wisdom has established the laws of progressive develop- 
ment ; we limit that power and wisdom when we doubt the possibility 
of progress beyond present attainments. The difierence between %tic 
Ycjcc Islander and Daniel Webster illustrates progress ; so there is im- 
provement all the way from the lowest barbarism to the highest point of 
present civilization, and beyond, interminably. 

Uepublica^i^^m is progress from the old politics. New York and Ohio 
^-ere thoroughly pro-slavery ; their late political action is the result of 
progressive ideas ; it is the kind of progress we hail ; and there is a 
propriety in our saying it to the world as showing that we see, weigh, 
and appreciate it. 

Again, why should we not declare our readiness to defend our coun- 
try against foreign invasion ? We claim this as our country ; the love 
of our native land : as it is a duty, so it is natural ; we feel its power and 
acknowledge its obligations ; wrongs I know are ii^icted upon us, but 
wre arc str'hggling for right, strong in the hope that it will prevail ; in 
the trial hour, as our fathers did, we would again prove the justice of 
our claims, and no sooner refuse to defend our country than the whites. 
It is. indeed, simply the defence of our bread and butter ; to this point 
Lt comes at length. 

The vote upon the amendment of Mr. Francis being called for, was 
taken, and the amendment adopted. 

Mr. Barbadoes moved to re-commit the resolution — ^motion lost. 

Mr. Ferguson moved to adopt the resolution as amended. 

The vote was taken with the following result : — Ayes, 27 : Noes, 29. 

Kesolution No. 5 being read, was, on motion of Mr. Newby, re-com- 
mitted, for the purpose of altering its phraseology. 

Resolutions 6, 7, and 8, were also re-committed. 

Resolutions 9, 10, 11, and 12 were read and adopted. 

Kesolution No. 13 was again read, pending a motion to adopt. 

Mr. Newby said — " I hope this resolution will be re-committed, and 
tlie Committc instructed to erase the word " Mulatto,'' from it. Such 
a. word ought not to be used in applicat'on to any class of men ; it is of 
Spanish origin, /alse in its signification, referring, as it does, to the 
niulc. If it simply means cross mixture, the word will apply with equal 
propriety to the mixtui^e among other divisions of the race, without a. 
drop of African blood in their veins.** 

Mr. Townsend said — *' I do not perceive, in the remarks of my friend, 
Mr. Newby, any good practical reason for discarding the word ** Mu- 
latto :" it is commonly used to designate a class*;, the public are fami- 
liar with it, and so arc we : as generally used no opprobium is intended, 
besides it is the term used in the Statute ; to have it erased from the 
Statute, is, indeed, the object for which we are laboring. I trust this 
resolution will be adopted as it is." 

The. hour of 2 o'clock having arrived, the Convention adjourned to 4 
o'clock. 

J. B. Sanderson, \ 

F. J. Vosburgh, S Secy't. 

S. Howard, j 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

»EC02^ DAT. 

At 4 o'dock the Prendmt called the Conrention to OTder, and prayer 
Wb offered br the Chaplain. 

Minate» of the Morning Semcm read and approved. 

Resolution No 13, of the series, reported by the Business Committee, 

(pendin*; at the adjournment of the Morning Session, again read. 
Mr. Henry moved its adoption— carried. 
I J. H. Townsend moved that Mr. Isaiah Gibbs^ of Placer county, be 

* invited to take a seat in the Convention as a member — motion adopted. 
t The series of resolutions presented by Mr. S. Howard, at the Forenoon 
{ Session were taken up, on motion of J. Hubbard, and referred to the 
I Business Committee. 

• Mr. P. Anderson asked leave to read a series of resolutions — granted. 
I Mr. Anderson's resolutions related to the establishing, conduct, and 

1 support of a State Press. 

; J. Francis moved that the resolutions of Mr. Anderson be referred to 

J the Committee appointed to report upon the subject of a State Press — 

! carried. 

2 Mr. Francis thought it would facilitate business, if gentlemen wishing 
to present resolutions would place them in 'the hands of the Business 

J Committee, and let them come before the Convention through that me- 

dium. 

Mr. Ncwby read an article from the Sacramento Spirit of the Age^ of 
December 10th, as follows. 

COyvr.xTIOX OF COLORED MEX. 

This body met yesterday morning in the Seventh street African Metho- 
dist Church, and after electing officers, etc., adjourned until the after- 
noon. Nothing of importance occurred in the last session. They met 
again this morning : there were about one hundred persons in attend- 
ance, and a more decent appearing body of men wc have not seen any 
where together. 

The Kcv. Mr. Moore, acting as Chaplain, initiated the proceedings 
with prayer ajid the reading of Scripture, making practical application 
of certain passages, by a few piquant remarks as he went along. The 
elocution of the speaker was very distinct and natural, contrasting strong- 
ly with the nasal mannerism quite common in the pulpit. 

The article elicited expressions of gratification from several gentle- 
men, and was approved by all. 

Mr. Francis read resolution No. 14, Resolred^ That hereafter, all mat- 
ter extraneous and foreign to the three great objects set- forth in the call 
of this (Convention be suppressed. This resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Cicorirc W. Booth presented a resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That this Convention adjourn sine die, to-morrow, (Thurs- 
day) afternoon, at 2 o'clock — not seconded, 

ii. M. Collins, chairman of the Committee appointed to examine into 
and report upon the facts in the case of Placcr\ille, in accordance with a 
resolution passed at the Morning Session, presented the following 



In respect to the durges btonglit against Plaeenrille, your Committee 
beg to say that it is ascertained that Uio sum of $146 was raised by the 
ladies of Placerville, with the understanding it was to be sent to thb 
State Executive Committee, to be nsed by them in carrying out the pur- 
poses of the Convention last year. This money was deposited for securi- 
ty in the hands of Anustcad Pollock, of £1 Dorado county. 

During the present month, when the people of Plaoerville met in pub- 
lic meeting to appoint Delegates to attend this Convention, a proposition 
was made to send four Delegates. 

Another proposal was made to take funds from the amount collected 
last year to pay the expense of those Delegates. 

A majority of the citizens decided against this last proposal, and finally 
decided to send none. 

The party in favor of using the $146 being thwarted and disappoint- 
eti« hastily called a meeting on Saturday, Dec. 6th, at the unusual hour 
of 9 o'clock, A. M., got possession of the money, and voted to divide the 
s^uxic among the twelve ladies who had collected it, which was done ac- 
cordingly. 

Among those who voted for the division were William Quinn, George 
•Anderson, James Butler, P. Lawrence, J. Smith, C. Smith, J. Moss, P. 
^Villiams, Ray, Abemethey, etc. 

^Icssrs. Quinn, Butler, Anderson, and Lawrence, were nominated as 
delegates. 

Such are substantially the facts in the case of Placerville, as interro- 
ftated by your Committee : H. M. Collins, £. A. Booth, Richard Hall, 
^. M. Wilson, William H. Thomas. 

The report was accepted, and ordered to be placed on record. 
The Committee on Education was called upon to report. 
>« . Henry, chairman of that Committee, stated they wore not yet ready 
to report ; he requested that Delegates would give in their statistics, and 
asked for further time. 

^Ir. Phelps, of the Finance Committee, presented a resolution £h>m 
that Committee. 

Resolved^ That each Delegate be assessed in the sum of $2 50, to 
defray the expenses of the Convention. 

Mr. Hayne proposed to amend by substituting $4 each. 
Messrs. Francis and Thomas supported the amendment, and Messrs. 
Newby, Moore, and Wilmot opposed it. 

Mr. Henry moved to refer the whole question of the assessment of 
members, back into the hands of the Committee of Finance— <»UTied. 

C. M. Wilson, of the Business Committee, introduced resolution No. 
li, Resolved^ That one Delegate from each county be appointed to col- 
lect funds in his respective county ; said funds to be placed at the dis- 
posal of the State Executive Committee, and that each person so ap- 
pointed by this Convention, be authorized to api)oint others in the differ- 
ent precincts to collect funds therein for the same purpose. 

Mr. Townsend proposed to amend resolution 16, and appoint two in 
each county-*— amendment accepted. 

Mi. Phelps wished to amend still further ; he thought the Convention 
should appoint four in each county. 
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Mr. Harper was in favor of referring this resolution back into the 
hands of the Business Committee, with in^Jtructions. 

Mr. Newby said — *' The lousiness Committee are not compelled to 
report back resolutions so referred ; they arc often otherwise disposed 
of; we had better act upon this question now." 

Mr. Anderson thought >;entlemen w ere wasting time in the discussion 
of a matter of so little im])ortance. lie moved to lay resolution 16, with 
the amendment of Mr. Phelps, on the table. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. T. Detter, in behalf of Mr. Hyer, offered resolution Xo. 17, Re- 
solrrd. That this Convention appoint one person in each county to dis- 
tribute Petitions, and direct the circulation of the same for names, to be 
presented to the Legislature during the approaching Session. Voted to 
refer to the lUisiness Committee. 

Mr. F. G. Harbadoes offered, in behalf of F. Katfield, the 18th reso- 
lution, "That we recommend the printing of 1,000 copies of the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention, and that each Delegate be furnished with 
five copies. Referred to the Business Committee. 

George \V. Booth moved that a committee of three be appointed on 
publication. 

J. M. Flowers suggested the propriety of appointing five instead. 
Voted to lay the matter on the table. 

Mr. Henry offered a motion to a^ipoint a Committee of seven, to pre- 
sent a re]M>rt on statistics — motiou adopted. 

The Chair appointed the following gentlemen: — P. Anderson, E. A. 
Booth, John Buckner, James Hubbard, David I^wis, Frank Hatfield, 
Minor J. Brown. 

Mr. Xewby expressed the hope that the Committee, in making up the 
statistics of the colored people, would accept no vague and uncertain 
statements ; certainly none will be published. 

Mr. Anderson remarked that verbal statements were received last 
year, and when they are reliable, there can be no objection to receiving 
them. 

Mr. Henry said — " In Tuolumne county we have been particular in 
collecting our statistics. Delegates and the public may rely on their 
correctness when published. 

Mr. (f. W. Booth read a resolution as follows: 

Rrnolrrd, That this Convention adjourn sine die, at 3 o'clock, to- 
morrow afternoon, and that we hold but one session to-morrow. It was 
tabled. 

The chairman of the Business Committee again reported resolution 
No. 17. of Mr. Hyer. amended with the projwsition to ap|>oint four per- 
sons in each county to circulate petitions — voted to adopt. 

The meetings of Committees were announced, and with benediction, 
the Convention adjourned to Thursday morning. 

J. B. Sandkrson, \ 

F. J. VosBVRGH, J Secy's. 

S. Howard, ) 
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THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

MOBNIKO SESSION. DEC. IITH, 1856. 

-At 10 o'clock President Hall called the Convention to order. 

The XlXtli Psalm was read, and prayer offerei* by the Chaplain. 

The Rules of the Couvcntioa being called for by R. II. Hall ; they were 
Mid by the Socrotan'. 

The Chainnan of the Business Committee re]>orted a series of resola- 
oils, as follows : 

RfsoU'cd, That we recommend the immediate printing of petition heads, 
^ l)e fiirnishetl to the members of the Convention. 

Whereas, The Constitution of this State denies us the right of suffrage, 
le only safcirnanl of a free people, and 

Whereas, We Iwlicve such a course is not only unjust, proscriptive and 
''uel, but iucoiisist'v'ut with the spirit of our Constitution, based, as it is, 
pen the doctrine that all men are ereatetl free and equal ; therefore 

Resohetl, Tliit wt* will use all lawful means in our power to secure the 
bro«ration of the provision which deprives us of this right. 

Resohvd, That as a means of elevating themselves, we recommend to 
le oolorctl |)Cople of California, the engaging in agricultural pursuits ; 
Iso, the cultivation of a knowledge of the arts and sciences, l>elieving it 
ould tend to dissipate prejudice and proscription, by establishing the 
tct of our ability to com|>ete with our oppressors in those branches re- 
nking practical skill, ingenuity, and high intelligence. 

Resflhetl, That we deprecate the excessive use of intoxicating liquors, 
Dd the practice of gambling, and recommend the adoption of some means 
ulculateil to suppress those vices, believing they tend to degrade andim- 
overish those wlio indulge in them. 

On motion of Mr. Gordon, the report was accepted. 

Voted upon the motion of Mr. Geo. W Booth, to adopt, seriatim. 

First section, No. l\\ adopteil, on motion of G. W. Booth. 

Second section, the Preamble and Resolution No. 20, adopted on motion 
f W. H. Thomas. 

Third section, :20th resolution, adopteil on motion of F. R. Carter. 

Fourth section, resolution No. 21, on motion of J. M. Flowers, was 
dopted. 

Fifth .section, adopted on motion of W. II. Hall, of El Dorado. 

Of Preamble anil Resolution No. 20, N. Henry is author ; of 21 and 
2, J. M. FlowiTs. 

The rejwrt having lH?en adopted, J.J. Moore expressed himself as much 
ratified at the proirress the Convention had made in the adoption of so 
mny e.xccllent resolutions ; the only thing he regretted was, tnat resolu- 
ion No. 22 had not been couched in language more strongly condemna- 
)ry of intcni]>crance^aud gambling among the colored people ; he felt 
ecply, and heiic(» expressed himself in eni|»hatic language when speaking 
f these evils. He hoped the time would soon come when they would be 
radicnteil from amongst us. 

F. G. Barbadois, Chainnan of the Finance Committee, re|K)rteil pro- 
res^. 'Ir'inancc Committee instanced on motion of H. M. Colliiis to adopt 
leh measures to raise funds for the expenses of the Convention as they 
eem for best. 
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The report of a Committee on a State Press being called for, W. H. 
Xewby, chairman of that committee, stated that they were not ready to 
report. 

Comniittoe to report upon the subject of Education called for : Mr. 
Henry, its chairman, said the committee had not completed its report 

Mr. Townsend thoof^ht as the committee were not reaay with their report, 
it would be a waste of time simply to introduce a resolution at this stage. 

The Presideut divideil that it was Mr Henry's right to read the reso- 
lution, beiu^r K^rmaiu to the subject given to the committee to report upon 
to the ConviMition. 

Mr. Newby — Is the resolution a part of the report of the Committee on 
Education ? 

Mr. llenry — Yes ; I have put the resolution in the hands oi the Busi- 
ness Committee ; I ho|)e it has not been lost ; the fr/eud.s may deem me 
ultra, but the resolution embodied the views of my coustitncuts, and if 
not carrieil out, I desire to have them briefly and, *u that way, pre- 
sentcil 1)cfore this Convention, if for no other puqiose than to send au ex- 
pression of opinions thereon. 

Mr. C. M. Wilson presented the resolution of Mr. Ilenry, which con- 
tained a suggestion touching the propriety of securing, at an early day, 
the pnrchaso of a portion of the public lands for the erection of a College 
and Manual Lol>or Schools thereon, for the benefit of the colored |)eoplc. 

^fr. Goo. Miller moveil the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. Henry said : — Bcfofe the resolution is disposed of, I desire to make 
a few remarks. {KTtaining^ to the Committee on Education ; the reason 
the Committee have not reported is, they have been unable to command the 
necessary statistics ; we early pro|K)sed a resolution that dolcgatis from 
the counties collect and bring in the retiuircil information ; let the public 
see the facts ; the nnmln^rs, the business, the ta.xes, and the general claima 
of our {HMiple ; let the facts go out to the confines of the State ; it would 
remove prrjuilice from the minds of the whites, and encourage the colored 
|>eople. In this early jwint of the history of our State, we should com- 
mence efforts to secure to our children the advantages of education. It 
is a source of pride and encouragement to me, that we have now amongst 
us men of talent and education, who have enjoyed the IxMiefits and honors 
ofOU'rlin. Why should we not have an Oberlinhere, in this State? There 
is now no school of that class ; is it a reason we should have none ? 

Sir, I may lie thonght extravagant ami ultra, but I have labored for 
this, and hope to sec the day when I shall be )H'rmitteil to a.ssist in laying 
the first stone in the foundation of such an institutiiMi ; what so important 
in, and necessary to our elevition, as education ? We have seen and felt a 
thousand times this fact, this sentiment ; here are men of education, who 
have settled in California |>evmanently ; they are taxed : — 

Mr. Newby rai.sed a jwint of onler ; he thought Mr. Hent-y was wan- 
dering from the |H}ints of the resolution. 

Mr. Henry : — I dout wish to take up the time unuei*essarily ; my argu- 
ment grow< mttt'erially out of the resolution. 

Mr. >\\vl y : — I move to refer this whole matter back into the hands of 
the Committee on Kdm^ation, with iij^tructions to report through the 
columns of the Mirror, 

Messrs. AVil.<on and Hubbard also thought that the l)est \«:ay to present 
the sul»ieet to the people, in detail, and with the statistics. 

The vote lu'lng called for ujwn Mr. Xe why's motion to refer the subject 
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tbe Committee oo Education, with instructions, etc., — ^the motion wis 

St. 

Bfr. Gbo. Miller moved the adoption of Mr. Henry's resolution. 
Pending this resolution Mr. Townsend said : — I am sorry to see snch a 
nonary and impracticable scheme thrown into the Coareution,' only cal- 
lated to divert the attention from the particular object to promote which, 
! have convened. 

Colleges and Manual Ijabor Schools, are excellent things in themselves, 
d it is well enough to discuss their merits at the proper time and place, 
t what have we to do with them now f Why lug in such matters as the 
Mrlin College f What have we to do with anything like a College in our 
nent circnnistonces ? These are snch institutions as are required by a peo- 
^ snrroundeil by the conditions of an old settled and well regulated so- 
|tT, with wealth, leisure, inclination, and the demand for high culture. 
The proi)osal to establish a College proposes also, that those whom it is 
benefit, have advanced beyond and above the endowments of public 
lods. 

BIr, we arc not able to sustain the cost of building a College ; the pe- 
nlary embnmu^raents which hung over (^rtn, like a dead weight, for 
nra, should deter us here from attempting such a scheme, in the present 
vumstances. 

Sir. Wilj^n doubted a general statement of Mr. Townsend as to the cost 
Olierlin College. 

Mr. Townsend :.— Tlie gentleman is a graduate of OberHn, and natn- 
lly feels, at remarks touching his ' alma mater ; ' although I have not 
en to tliiit institution, I know something of its cost : It cost, at least, a 
llion of dollars. 

The whites are now trying to establish a college, but, with all their ef- 
rts they cannot icucceed at present ; how much less are we likely to suc- 
ed ? It is folly for us to talk of it. Let us fiist secure the removal 
Mn the Statute' Book the law which deprives our children of comm6n 
liooling, and get them into the Common Schools. I. feel as deeply inter- 
ted in the eilucation of our children, and in the high intellectual culture 
our people as any oi^ ; but this proposition I bold to be utterly im- 
aeticable at present, and I hope it will not bo adopted. 
Mr. Wilson : — I differ from the gentleman who has just spoken ; hfe 
»cs not nppenr to understand the spirit and purport of the resolution, nor 
c motives of the party who offered it. We do not ask that immediate 
assures lie taken to carry out the views of the resolution — we do not 
peet this. The object was to get an expression, as a part 6f the report of 
e Coitimittee on Education : if the Convention thought favorably of it, 
py would, by their approval, initiate the subject. 
Mr. Lewis said — In some respects I agree with Mr Henry, and I was 
leased at the g^Mieral tenor of his remarks ; but, as in the present cir- 
mstances of our condition it is evidently imiK)ssible to carry out such an 
terjmse, I hojK^ the resolution will not be adopted. 
Mr. Gordon moved to lay the subiect matter on the table — carried. 
Mr. R. Hall moved to suspend the 8th rule, relating to the time allotted 
speakers. 

Mr. M. S. Ilaynes, to bring the question more formally before tln&Con- 
ntion,' presented the following Preamble and Resolution : 
WhercaSj Much useless discussion has arisen uiK)n trivial subjects, there- 
retarding the proper business of the Convention, therefore 
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Rt'solred, That no por!«on sliuU be alloweil to speak longer than five 
miiiuti s, nor more tliau twice ti|H>u tho same subject, without s[MK;ial per- 
mission from the house. 

This resolution was adopted with but few dissenting votes. 

Mr. llali, of Kl Dorado, moved that the Slj^e Executive Committee 
be calli'd upon to make tlieir rei)ort. — Carried. 

Mr. TownsiMid, Chairman of the State ExeciAive Committee presented 
a verbal report. 

Mr. Xewby asked if the foregoing was to be regarded as the official re- 
|K)rt of the Kxotutive Committee ? Is this all we are to get from them ? 
if so, then tlu* Committee have been greatly remi.ss in their duty. 

It devolves uiN)n this Convention to appoint a new E.xccutive Commit- 
tee ; that new Committee, when ap|)ointed« sliould receive the books and 
pa|HTs from the hands of the old, as a chart by which, to souie extent, 
they are to l>e regulated in future efforts, in proper condition. It is due 
the Committee that it should have a more formal rejiort. 

Mr. T«)wn.<end stated that the books of the Committee were in the pos- 
session of the Kecording Secretary, Mr. E. P. I>uplcx, of Marysville ; 
that much to the regret of all, and the disap[>ointmeut of the Committee 
csptTially, he had not attended the Convention. 

Mr. Harl)adoos moVed that a dis))atch be immediately sent for the books 
of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Anderson thought therei>ort wassati.sfoctory ; as a member of the 
Executiv|r Committee he would defend it. If the motion to send a dis- 
patch for the books was intended as a rcfleetiou upon that report, he was 
opi^ctsed to the motion. 

Mr. Hall, of El Dorado : — It will be impossible for us to proceed to tho 
ap|»ointinent of a new Committee unless we have a detailed report of the 
action of the old. 

\V. II. Thomas'did not sec why the Executive Committee should hesi- 
tate ab«)ut having the books examined. The re|K>rt of Mr. Townscud is 
well enough ns tar ns it goes, but it is not practicable enough. 

Mr. Moore thought Mr. Anderson mistaken in the motives of those who 
are in favor of s«.Miding for the books ; it is not that we are 'dissatisfied 
with the manngement of the Committee — they have done well. We hgd 
looked forward to their report, before this Convention, as one of the most 
important. That which w«^ presented verbally was good, but let us now 
see the records. 

Mr. Harper movOd to lay this subject on the table. — Carried. 

The vote was then taken upon the motion of Mr. Barbadoes to send a 
dl.<:patch for the Books of the Executive Committee, and the motion was 
carried. The following letter having l>een received by one of the Secre- 
taries, from Mrs. Jane R. Fortie, of Placerville, was ordered read : 

Pl.\cerville, Dec. 9ih, 1856. 
Mr. Sanpkuson : — I have felt it to be my duty to forward to the State 
Executive Conunittee, through you, the proportion of the 8146 lielong- 
ing to the Committee, which was paid to me by Mr. Quiun. In send- 
ing it I ho|>e 1 have done my duty. I om not able to say anything 
about the rest of the mouey. The amount paiil to me, and which I genu 
is $11. In addition, I send one dollar as a slight contribution to tho 
cause, luaking 812. 

Yours for the cause, Jaxe R. Fobtie. 
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iter was, by a TOte of the CooTentioo, ordered to be placed 
e proceedings. 

eo. Miller moved that the thanks of this Convention be tendered 
Sortie for her just and honorable conduct in the mattpr of the 
lected at riacerrille for the State Executive Committee. The 
ras nnanimonslj adopted — the Delegates rising in their seats, 
It the Secretary inform Mrs. Fortie of the receipt of her letter 
money, and the action of the Convention npon the same. 
:pression of thanks was tendered the ladies of Sacramento for 
posal to assist the " Mirror}* 

>s of the last meeting again called for and read by the Secretary, 
to take op the subject pf appointing persons to circulate petitions; 
Ach county, according to resolution, No. 17, and proceeded to 
t as follows : — 



>r Coiw/jf— D. Wills, W. 

tfr. Kenedy. 

da Cotiit/y— William Rich, 

K>d, John Peterson. 

County— \W, H. Holmes, 

ftckstone, James Allen, R. 

1. 

I Costa County — ^Matthias 

IVilson Freeman. 

*ra8 County — O. Brooks, 

Hough. 

rado County — A. Collins, 

all, E. R. Phelps, F. Hat- 

ngchs County — ^Thomas J. 

County — Aaron Sisco, I. 

i Cotrit/y— Manuel Quiras. 
>osa County — Stephen Hil- 
cph Adams, L. A. Munroe. 
County — H. M. Penning- 
b Sinclair, E. Halton. 
a County — Jordon Case- 
» H. Hubbard, Edward A. 
Imory Waters. 
• County — James Howard, 
. Gibbs, Joseph O. Under- 
— Dudlop. 
ncnto County — J. B. Star- 

arbadoes referred to a remark of Mr. Townsend, respecting the 

s of the petitions last year, when scut to the Executive Commit- 

offeretl a resolution, as follows : 

•fi<« That this Convention request those who circulate peti- 

tignatures to be presented to the Legislature, to forward the 

lie Executive Conunittee in as clean and proper condition as may 

»ble. 



key, David Lewis, Thomas Better, 

F. O. Barbadoes. 

Salt Francisco County — ^W. D, 
Moses, George W. Gordon, M. W. 
Gibbs, H. M. Collins. 

San Joaquin County — W. C. 
Patrick, Rev. M. Campbell, Wm. 
Robinson, Samuel B. Hyer. 

Sierra County — John Black, D. 
Brown, J. J. Butler. 

Stanislaus County— T. W. Bur- 
gess. 

Sonoma County — Elisha Banks. 

Shasta County— J. J. Pindall, 
E. D. Vincent, Charles W. HaU, 
Thos. Thomas. 

Siskiyou County — Samuel Ku- 
nee, George M. Johnson, Benja- 
min Franklin, Nathan Furbert. , 

Santa Clara Coun/y— ^Alfred J. 
White. 

Salt Mateo County— U. Hall, 
Thos. Ferrester. 

Tuolumne County — H. T. Smith, 
R. Banks, J. D. Guillard, A. Old- 
ham. 

Trinity County— J. D. MUling. 

Yit^a County— E. H. Duplex, 

G. R. Symes, J. Francis, A. Jack- 
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Mr.'TowiMeiid seconded this resolotioi, aod said : — It is desirable in 
circulating petitions, to secore the names of those who are esteemed oof 
best men. There are names that hare bnt little weight, being those oi 
persons obscnre, and often unknown beyond the immediate circle in which 
thej reside. 

In San Francisco we took especial pains, and obtained upwards of 50Q 
signatures of our most prominent and influential citizens. The result wai 
our petition was receivid most readily, and most respectfully. 
Mr. Henry : — Are petitions to be signed only by the whites ?. 
The Tote was taken upon the the motion to adopt resolution No. 24^ 
and it was adopted. 

Mr. S. Howard asked leaye to make a request of the Conyention, tIs. : 
That the Conyention appomt a time before it ac^onms tine die, to giTC 
him an op^K)rtunity to deliyer his addrete. 
' Mr. £. R. Phelps moved that Mr. Howard's request be granted. 

J The vote was taken upon the motion of Mr. Phelps, and the President 

I declared the motion negatiyed. Mr. Phelps doubted the decision ; toU 
( re-taken with the following result :— Yeas, IZ ; i^ays, 27. 
t Resolution No. 25 was presented by T. Detter, as follows : 

I Resohed,"ThtL% those persons appointed under the 1 7th resolution to 

• circulate and obtain signatures to the petitions, be instructed to send them 
I in to the State fixecutiye Committee by the 20th day of January, I85T. 

I Mr. Detter's resolution was unanimously adojpted. 

I Mr. G. W. Booth renewed the motion which he proposed yesterday af 

ternoon, that a committee of three be appointed on publication. The motion 
j was seconded. Mr. Townsend proposed to amend by appointing Uto. 

Amendment accepted, and the motion to appoint adopted. 
The Chfiir subsequently announced the foUowiug as a Conunittee oi 

Publication : — J. B. Sanderson, J. J. Moore, J. H. Townsend, Q. W. Oor 

don. W. II. Xcwliv. 
6 It was iuovimI l.iy Mr. E. A. Booth, that a committee of three be ap 

8 ]H>iiitiul to prcpare'an an address to the colored people of this State, upon 
I the subjects of Agriculture and Mining, and the benefits to be deriyed 
1^ from the same. This motion was amended, at the suggestion of Mr. 

• Francis, who prqKwed five on the committee, and was adopted. 

|| The Chair appointed the foUowing gentlemen : — ^Messrs. J. Francis, R 

A. Booth, S. B. Hyer, E. D. Vincent, and J. Hubbard. 

Mr. Henry presented a motion, that a committee of fire be appointed 
to urepare an Midress to the white people of California. 

ilr. Francis proposedfto amend by striking out the word "white." 

Mr. Phelps was opposed to the amendment, he said : — Why haye wc 
met in this CouYention f To adopt measures to secure a redress of oui 
grievances. It is to the whites who haye passed the laws which oppresi 
us. Why then should we not address ourseWes .to them ? As we desire 
they especially should know our opinions and our wishes. Let this word 
be retained. 

Mr. Detter : — A resolution has already been adopted, in which simOai 
language is used in reference to appealing to the whites ; and yet it ii 
proposed to strike the word out of Mr. Henry's resolntiou, to be consis- 
tent the Conyention should reconsider, and throw out a former resolution. 

Mr. Anderson favored the amendment of Mr. Francis. He was gene- 

rally opposed to the use of such words when speaking to the people. Lei 

^m^iaid he, claim to.be men, neither more nor less, and when asking that 



jsstioe be dongas, m we eonteaipkle atUBg at the hands of the people 
ef jCalifoniia, let not the word white be letained in the eonnecUon. 

Mr. E. Waters :— It is essential to a good onderstaadlnff of the mat- 
ter, that, in an address to the poMIc generally, we shoQld retain this 
word ; we want to appeal to to the whites speciallT, to let them know we 
mean something definite. They hare got the power ; we know it — they 
know it ; we appeal to them as whites, to nse that power beneficently to- 
wards ns ; we must appeal to them as superiors. 

The President announced that the hour of acyonmment had arriyed, 
snd benediction having been pronounced, the Conyention adjourned until 
afternoon. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

THIBD DAT. 

Met at 4 o'clock. President Hall in the Chair ; prayer was offered by 
^lie ReT. Emory Waters. 

The minutes of the preyious meeting were read and approyed. 
The subject of Mr. Henry's motion to appoint a Committee to pre- 
pare an address to the white people of Califomia, was taken up, with 
3(fr. Francis* proposed amendment to strike out the word ** white.*' 
Mr. Henry thought it pftroper to designate the persons addressed. 
Mr. Townsend proposed as an amendment to Mr. Francis* amendment, 
tJae following resolution : 

Resolved^ That the State Executiye Committee, be authorized tu pre- 
p&re ah adikess to the citizens at large of this State — setting forth the 
^rue character and position of the colored people of Califomia. 

Mr. Ferguson thought the resolution of Mr. Townsend could not be 
sux^epted, ih order, as an amendment ; but as a substitute, it could : he 
read from Jefferson*s Manuel, to illustrate. 

Mr. Newby did not agree with Mr. Ferguson : he thought the lan- 
guage of Mr. Jefferson, upon the point speculatiye, indefinite and unsat- 
isfaetory. 

Mr. Moore thought it better to retain the word white. 
Mr. Townsend opposed its retention ; we have met as a convention of 
colored men, and there will be, no doubt, in the public mind, as to whom 
^c address. He hoped no more time would be consumed in discussing 
a word. 

The yote was taken on the motion to adopt Mr. Francis* amendment, 
and was lost. 

Mif. Phelps moyed the reference of the subject proposed in Mr. Hen* 
ry*8 motion, to the State Executiye Committee, with instructions to pre- 
l^are an address to the white citizens. 

Mr. Phelpa* motion was adopted by the following yote : — ^yeas, 27 ; 
noes, 24. 

The Com^dttee appointed on the subject of a State Press, presented 
t^e following, prepared by Mr. Ferguson : 

BSFOBT OF THE COMMITTEE OK A STATE PBESS. 

Ai eonsolidatlon of interest and oneness of purpose are the «Qifi%t 
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guarantees of sueeess, the (*ommittcc, to whom was referred the duty 
of reiH)rtin<; the best mode of conducting a State Press, beg leave to 
report the following : 

First, That the Mirror of the Times be adopted as the State Organ 
of the eolored people of California. 

Stcond, That its size be reduced one-fourth. 

Third, That it be under the immediate control of the State Execu- 

ttivc Committee, and be supported by the General Fund. 
Fourth, That the Executive Committee have plenipotentiary powers 
to levy such contributions on the people of the different counties in pro- 
rata to the population of the resjiective counties, as may be necessary 
I for x\\c successful ])ublication of the paper. 

I Fifth, That the financial affairs of the paper, both in receiving and 

I (li<bur>ini;. be wholly under the control of said Committee, or such per- 

# <(>:is a< t!icy may select for that purpose : said Ccmmittce at all times 

i ropouNiblc to the source whence they derive their authority lor the 

g prom]»t and fiiithful performance of the functions of their office. 

( Sijfh, The j^lace of publication shall be San Francisco, — the periods 

J of ])ublication, weekly. 

7 Srrt'nfh, There shall be one general editor, and one associate, located 

m in the place of ])ublication, whose salaries shall be respectively seventy 

g ti\c d«»llars per niimth. 

Eii:hth, 'hie Committee shall have power to appoint correspontling ed- 
5 itorsiri (liir"rtiit settions of the State, as their discretion may suggest, 

wlm-e lalmiH shall be accredited as *• labors of love.'* 

.Vi /////, The financial condition of the paper shall be published in the 
Mirr>tr, (piarterly ; ind all monies received either from subscribers or pe- 
cuniary contributions, be accredited weekly in the same. 

Data, Tlie Committee find the cost of publishing the Mirror 
ofthr Tini'S. in its present size, (exclusive of the pay of ed- 

itor< to be. j)er month 8200 00 

Allowing one hundred dollars each to the Editors 200 00 

Kent of offices, fuel, liij:hts, stationary, *Scc., per month 25 OC 

* 

Total, per laonth 8425 00 

Reducing the size of paper one-fourth 60 00 

Making cost of the paper so reduced 8365 00 

Account Debtor per Contra, Estimating the reliable circula- 
tion of the paper at 500 copies per month, at 40 cents per 

month will yield 8200 00 

Profits from advertisements, local notices, &c 75 00 

Account credit 8275 00 

The above estimate leaves a deficit per month of 90 00 

Or per annum of 1,080*00 

All of which is respectfully submitted. — Accepted. 

Mr. H^nry moved to adopt the report by sections,— carried. 

The first section being again read, pending a motion to adopt, Mr. 
Anderscm said : This Convention ought to assume the ownership and 
responsibility of sustaining the Mirror, as the first step, and then take 
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the entire control of its financial aflaira, and see to it, that this depart- 
ment is properly conducted. 

Mr. Ferguson : — In making this report, we seek the public good. 
Mr. Anderson is right in proposing caution : look well into the plan 
before you adopt. In regard to the conductors of the Mirror^ thus far, 
their characters and their management have been above reproach ; let us 
place a proper estimate ujwn them. We often fail in our eftbrts, from 
distrust of our leaders : let us presume them honest, at Icart, until they 
prove otherwise. A continual fear and suspicion is our banc : either let 
us sustain and uphold the hands of those, who, |)ossessing ability, a 
generous love for, and devotion to the right, are giving themselves to 
labors for our good, or cease our complaints against the ])opu]ar wrongs 
of which we are victims : cease to meet in Conventipn to devise plans for 
their removal, or elsewhere to parade our professions of anxiety to be- 
come a free and res|)ected people. 

Mr. Anderson : — It was not my intention to impugn the motives or 
character of any one. I have all confidence in those gentlemen who 
have had control of the Mirror; what I want, is, that this ('onventicm 
of the people, will decide to take the i>ai>er as their (»wn. At present it 
has neither father or mother ; it is an orphan ; let this Convention adopt 
and l)eci>me its foster parents, and provide for its permanent niaintain- 
nnce. .Mr. .Xndrrsiin proposed an amendment, i. e., that this Conven- 
tion asMume the proprietorship of the Mirror of the Timrtt, and at cmce 
adopt measures to raise the means to carry that resolution into eH'eet. 

Mr. Collins : — It was the exjwctation of the I'uhlishing Cammittee 
when they commenced the papor, that it would, at length, come into the 
pos.«tession- of the people. 

Mr. K. A. l^ooth agreed with Mr. Anderson's resolution, and thought 
it the better way for us to become possessors of the paper, and then go 
to work and accomplish the details. 

Mr. E. Waters : — The information just communicated, is new to me : 
I did not know the originators of the paper meant it should become the 
property of the jieoplc through this Convention. What arc we to pay ? 
"what new taxes arc to be imposed uj>on our people ? if my constituents 
agree with you, they will go to the bed-rock to sustain you. 

Mr. Wilson called for the question on the amendment as pro]>osed by 
Mr. Anderson. 

Mr. Townsend thought the amendment was sabstantially the same 
thing as the 1st Section proposed by Mr. Ferguson : it is perhaps a little 
more definite. Now, as to the facts in regard to the Mirror, it has never 
yet been made to pay ex^Minscs. Established in some haste, from the 
conviction that such an instrument was imperatively necessary, up 
to the present, all the means which have been received, have been i>aid 
over to the printers. But this state of things cannot last : from the first, 
we have expected efficient aid from the people, whose cause it was estab- 
lished to advocate. 

At the Convention last year, a Committee was created to report on 
the propriety of establishing a press ; the Mirror is the effect of the 
causes, or necessities of our condition in this State as intimated in the 
report of that Committee, : necessities which are demanding our atten- 
tion more forcibly every day. 

The colored people, resident in California, must represent themselves; 



60 

we wish now to know, — will you assume the Mirror 1 What we have 
done as it^ puhlishing committee, as its editors, has been done freely : 
wc have desired and still desire to see this enterprise succeed, and are 
willing to da what we can to promote its success : let the people now 
decide what they will do with it. 

Mr. Harper : — I think the Mirror is a very important instrument ; it 
should not be permitted to go down by any possibility. Let us not hur- 
ry over this subject. I am in favor of the 1st Section, and in order to 
give ourselves time for a fuller consideration of the subject, hope it will 
be referred again to the Committee. 

Mr. W. D. Moses : — I rejoice at this manifestation of interest in the 
paper. I have labored to extend its circulation, believing it was accom- 
plishing a good work. Somewhat acquainted with its financial condi- 
tion, 1 can testify t(f the correctness of Mr. Townsend's statement ; that 
it has been expensive and sometimes burthensome to a few. The ladies 
of San Francisco, have lately come to the rescue : they have formed a 
Mirror Association, and are aiding in keeping it alive ; and for their ef- 
forts, they deserve great credit. 

Mr. Xcwby : — It is true, an association of ladies has been formed in 
San Francisco, but their aid is necessarily uncertain : a permanent means 
of support is required. It is not only the labor of the composition and 
pressman that must be compensated, but the time, talent, and labors of 
its editors : these cannot be given. As for San Francisco, with a large 
population of colored people, she has not contributed as liberally to- 
wards the support of the paper as we anticipated. Inland localities 
have d.me more in proportion to numbers : the question now is, shall the 
Mirror live ? 

The vote was taken upon the adoption of the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Anderson, and it was carried. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of the 1st Section as amend- 
ed, and it was adopted. 

2nd Section of the report was read : a motion being made to adopt it, 
Mr. Phelps said that he was sorry that a proposition was made to re- 
duce the size of the Mirror : he was for progressing and not for going 
back. He was poor, but felt willing to make a sacrifice rather than have 
the size of the paper cut down. 

Mr. Xewby : — I would like to have the present size retained, but 
this cannot be : not* alone its permanency, but the life of the Mirror is 
in danger. Let us secure that, and place it upon a firm and healthful 
basis. If this paper were to fall, it would be a disgrace to us : who 
would not regret and mourn such an event ? I am not generally very 
sanguine, and even now have my fears, 

Mr. Feri(uson proposed as an amendment to the 2nd Section, that the 
determination of the question of the size of the paper be left to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. — amendment adopted. 

3d Section of the report read. Mr. Wilson made a motion to adopt, 
pending which, Mr. E. A. Booth said, it will be better to create a Spe- 
cial Committee, independent of the Executive Conmiittee, to attend to 
the financial afiairs generally of tLw paper. 

Mr. Ferguson said — As the author of the report, I will state the 
meaning of this section. Wc presume the Executive Committee will 
appoint, from among their own number, a special committee, to whom 
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will be asngned the responsibility of devising ways for the management 
ind SQStainment of the paper. ^ 

Mr. Francis said — It will be a disgrace to let the Mirror of the TVmes 
go down ; how &r our constituents will sustain us in this action I can- 
not say; it is certain that our friends of San Francisco deserre great 
credit for their enterprise and energy ; I take pride in according it on 
all proper occasions ; now that we hare adopted this child, let us assume 
the duties of a parent, take it by the hand and lead it to the Gk>ddess of 
Liberty, and have it baptised ; for heaven's sake don*t let it go down ; 
I trust the people are ready to become its sponsors. 

The hour of mdjoumment having nearly come, Mr. Haynes moved 
that so much of Rule 2d as relates to adjournment of the P. M. Session, 
be suspended— carried. 

Moved by Mr. Haynes to extend the hour for adjournment to eight 
o'clock, P. M.— carried. 

Mr. D. Lewis said — I am a friend to the paper, and go for supporting 
it ; the changes we are seeking in the laws for the sake of common se- 
curityof life and property must be effected through it, and as the result of 
an altered public sentiment ; to produce this latter, we greatly need a 
paper ; it seems, then, as clearly my duty to support the paper, as to la- 
bor for my daily brc«d ; but I do not agree with the plan now before 
us ; I think a better way would be to purchase a press. Have we not 
confidence in those who sent us here ? Let each member pledge him- 
self for his constituents, and thus a sum might be immediately raised, 
placed in the hands of a committee for that purpose appointed, and a 
press at once purchased ; you could employ colored printers ; I know 
there are several whoso services could be obtained — ^now in other em- 
ployment, because they cannot procure business with white printers. 

The Convention took a recess of ten minutes, during which the .choir, 
attached to the Church, assisted by several of the Delegates, sang an 
anthen in fine style. 

Resuming, Mr. Wilson proposed a substitute to Section dd, as follows : 
** The Mirror of the Times shall be placed under the control of a Board 
of Trustees, to be appointed by this Convention." He said — ^to-morrow 
I shall go in favor of appointing a committee to raise funds for the Mirror. 

Mr. Townsend hoped that gentlemen would endeavor to avoid comf 
plication in their arrangements ; let the machinery be as simple as may be. 

Mr. Ferguson said — Gentlemen may rest assured, that if this paper 
is controlled by^the Executive Committee, they will use it to promote 
solely the success of the general cause. 

Messrs. Moses and Detter were in favor of the Board of Trustees. 

H. W. Hall, of £1 Dorado, hoped no measure would be urged that 
would work against its prosperity ; as to failure, the moral effect of such 
an event would be hurtful in the extreme. 

Mr. Wilmot said — ^As a Delegate coming firom Michigan Bar, he 
would say for the people of that locality, that they feel a deep interest 
in the continuance and success of the Mirror ; they have done something 
and will do much more for it ; they instructed me to go in favor of 
whatever plan should appear to be right, and most likely to keep it 
alhre ; their language was *' sustain the Aftrror." 

Mr. Haynes offerad the following, as amendatory to the substitute 
psoposed by Mt. Wilson, to Section 3d, ** The money plaoed in the 
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hands of the Executive Committee shall not be appropriated for the paper, 
but each Delegate shall pled)|^ himself, in a definite, sum in behalf of the 
county he represents for the support of the paper/' 

Mr. Moore said — I fear that we are about to organize an intricate 
piece of machinery, and that confusion will bo the result of an attempt 
to make it work. You are going to haye an Executive Committee and 
a Board of Trustees, each to have power in the management of the pa- 

tper ; this will certainly occasion conflict in regard to the expenditure 
of the funds. How much better were it to increase the number of the 
Executive Committee, and give them plenary power and the sole con- 
trol of the paper. Last year you gave them power over the whole busi- 
I ness of the Convention. Did they not act wisely and prudently ? Let 
I them now, in regard to this scheme, have power to organize all neces- 
I sary plans ; what we want is our testimony ; if we get £is, we care not 
i how ; if the committee are honest, it is all we need ask. 
i J. Hubbard' said — I am for the Executive Committee, and have entire 

^ confidence in them ; but the people ought to feel sufficient interest in, 
(I to support the paper independently, iidthout having recourse to the 
t general fund of Uie Committee. 

? J. B. 'Saxdebsow, ; 

S F. J. VosBu 

3 S. Howard, 



F. J. VosBUBOH, > Secy's. 



FOURTH DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

MOBNIXO SESSION. DEC. 12tH, 1856. 

President Hall in the chair ; called the Convention to order at 10 o'clock. 

The 16th chapter of Proverbs was read, and prayer offered by the 
Chaplain. In the absence of the Secretary, who held the minutes of the 
last meeting, the President announced the unfinished business to be the 
motion |)ending to adopt Mr. Wilson's substitute to section 8d of the re- 
port of Committee on State Press, with Mr. Haynes' amendment to the 
substitute. 

The President begged gentlemen to bear in mind that this is the fourth 
day of the Convention ; he would not have them any less deliberate and 
careful in the disposition of business, but to consult brevity in their S|ieeches. 

Mr. Wilson ha\;mg pbtained the consent of Mr. Haynes, asked leave to 
withdraw his pro(K)sed substitute, with Mr. Hayncs' proposed amendment 
to the snbstitute-«-it was granted 

Mr. Francis moved to lay the remainder of the report on the table ; 
the motion not sustained. 

Mr. Collins proposed the following amendment : 

*'Thut no appropriation shall be made out of the funds now in hand ; 
and one-third of all the monies received after the 1st of January, 1861, 
be appropriated to the State Press." — ^The amendment was accepted. « 

Mr. Barbadoes offered a substitute to the amendment of Mr. Collina, as 
follows : — ** That a State Central Committee of one from each county be 
appointed, who shall asvsome the direction of the Mirror ; act as its ageiila» 
solicit subscribers, raise funds, and direct its general financial aflTairs.-* 
Amendment not sustained. 
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Mr. Hennr moTed to postpone the farther coDuderatiou of the subject 
>f the State Press until miuotes of the preTioosmeeting were read— carried. 

The Chairman of the Finance Committee, F. O. Barbadoes, reported 
:he contingent expenses of the Conyention to be : 

For printuig 1000 copies of proceedings, 9125 00 

For printing 100 heads of petitions, 15 00 

For stationary for use of Convention 10 00 

For nse of Chorch, 12 00 

•162 00 

Also, that the Committee recommend, in order to raise the above 
unoont, that each Delegate be assessed in the som of 93 00. 

Mr. Barbadoes explained the seyeral items of expense presented in the 
"eport'; after which, on motion of Mr. Thomas, it was adopted. 

The minutes of Thursday Afternoon's Sesssion were called for, read, and 
ipproved. 

Third section of the report on State Press was again read, considered, 
rith the amendment of Mr. Collins. 

Mr. Ferguson said : — ^Mr. President, I do not wish to impede the pro- 
jess of this discussion, nor precipitate the vote upoh this question with 
idecent haste ; but we have already spent much time upon the third sec- 
ion, and it is to be presumed that the point as to iiow and whence this 
rgan is to get support, is generally understood and decided upon ; not 
lecause it comes from me do I favor it, but because it is important, and 

think we are all satisfied with the proposition in its present form ; I 
love the previous question. 

Mr. Ferguson's motion was sustained. The previous question was riut» 
ection thiM, embracing the amendment of Mr. Collins, was adopted with- 
ut a dissenting vote. 

Fourth section of report read, and adopted on the motion of T. DuiT. 

Fifth section read ; T. Detter moved to adopt— carried. 

Sixth section read ; E. R. Phelps moved that the blank in this section^ 
s to place of publication be filled with the name of San Francisco ; mo- 
Ion adopted. 

Mr. Francis thought the State Press question was absorbing too much 
f the time of the Convention ; the State Press Committee seemed to have 
ombiued, to drive it through to the exclusion of other important matters. 

Mr. Ferguson wished to act fairly and impartially ; no intreague had 
een practiced in this business. On the questibn of locating the paper, 
ftr. Newby said : — Although one of its Editors, and Chairman of Uie 
^ress Committee had intimated no partiality as to place. The vote was 
iken on the sixth section, and it was adopted. 

Seventh section read ; Mr. Henry moved that blank in section seventh, 
aving relation to the pay of editors, be filled with the sum " seventy-five 
otlars" — accepted. 

Mr. Harper proposed one hundred dollars instead ; Mr. Harper with- 
rew, afterwards, his proposition. 

Mr. Henry thought that according to the report of delegates, our peo- 
lo have not been as liberal in supporting the paper, as was to be exp(Kt- 
d under the present circumstances, and consiaering that the Mirrar 
rffl be but a weekly paper, 91b was enough. 
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Mr. Ferguson : — As ameodatorj to Mr. Henry's motion, proposed that 
the following words be inserted in section serenth after the som 975 ; 
" with power to raise the same to one hondred dollars at any time when 
the re)(ources of the paper will justify it." Section seventh, with Mr. 
Henry *s motion and Mr. Ferguson's amendment were adopted. 
Kigth section read ; and adopted on motion of £. A. Booth. 
Ninth and last section read ; and adopted on motion of Oeo. W. Mil- 
ler, unanimously. 
h A vote was passed tendering thanks to Mrs. Jackson, and the ladies of 

u San FrancL<co, for their efforts in behalf of the Mirror. 

I The Committee on Statistics was called u|)on to report ; the report was 

i presented in a fragmentory and unsatiiifactory form. 

I Mr. Newby mofed to refer back to the Committee on Statistics. 

1 Mr. Moore thought nothing could be gained by referring ; it is to be 

2 supposed that the Committee have sought information, but delegates have 
g not come prepared with statistics; to collect them hereafter, and place them 
a in the hands of this Committee to be combined in a report can hardly be 
5 cx|>ectwl. 

Z Mr. Wilson was for referring, because he did not want the report pub* 

3 lished in its present form. 

L Mr. Ncwby asked |)ermission to amend his own motion, by adding the 

S words " with instructions, etc.^ Upon the motion of Mr. Burbadoes, the 

* suhje(*t matter of the report was laid upon the table. 

b Convention, on motion of Mr. Townsend voted to a|ipoint a Committee 

C of three, to examine the books, ami audit the accounts of the State Exe- 

cutive Committee. The Chair appointed Messrs. Alex. Ferguson, B. B. 

Young. C. M. Wilson. 
E. U. Phelps mo7ed that the Convention go into Secret Session this 

afternoon between the hours of 4 and 5 oVIock, to hear and act upon the 
L Official Re|K)rt of the State Executive Committee — seconded. Messrs. 

S Anderson, Dtiter, Moore and Newby were ap|K)iiited to the Secret Session. 

2 Ferguson and Herbert favored it. Mr. Ferguson said : — J am in favor 

m of the Secret Session, not because I fear any revelations will be made, or 

* action taken, of which we neeil to be ashamed, but as a matter of policy. 
U . Mr. Ncwby : — Secret Sessions I oppose, os a matter of principle ; I 

Shold them to be anti-democrat ic in their spirit and tendency ; they are 
often resorted to when bodies of men, possessing i)ower and means, would 
concoct schemes against the interests and liberties of the people ; the peo- 
ple always ()etest tl\em, fearing that some rascality is to be done. 

Mr. Furguson : — L^ it be remembered that it is not alone the Execu- 
tive Committee of whose action the records speak ; there are others 
to. Secret Sessions are often necessary in democratic and monarchial 
governments, when at war with other nations, that government should not 
know their purposes. During the last war, this government held Secret 
Sessions, decided upon its measures, and concealed them from the public, 
only communicating them to those who were to carry them into execution. 
What's your Executive Committee for ? For what do you give them 
power and the control of your funds ? Sir ! the public must 1^ conOent 
to confide in their wisdom and faithfulness, without knowing the details of 
their action. 

Mr. Moore : — My convictions are nevertheless against the propriety of 
the Secret Session. What do we propose to do in it f As I understandi 
simply to examine the accounts. The people desire to hear the facta, and 
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rides, it will increase their confidence in the Committee. I am, there- 
«, for aii open session, and for letting the people come in. 
W. H. Newby : — I do not know what qvM^^ms will enter into the de- 
erations of the Secret Session. Mr* Fergoson sajs it is policy that 
itates this proposal. I fear it is more a matter of pride than aaght else, 
m still of the opinion that an open session should be held,|and the facts of 
i action of th6 Execntive Committee communicated to the people ; it 
1 stir them to greater earnestness in sustaining the Committee. If 
5 Committee have been derelict, let it be seen ; or, if the colored people 
California have not done their duty — have not come up to their pledges, 
it be known. The vote wtu: taken npon the motion for a Secret Session, 
d it was carried. 

N. Henry, in behalf of Mr. Robinson, offered the following resolution : 
Resohed, That a portion of the Proceedings of this Convention be 
blished in one of the daily papers. This resolution, after being amend- 
by a proposal of Mr. Ferguson with the word " provided the paper 
ected publish such proceedings gratuitously." — adopted. 
T. Detter offered a resolution that a committee of five be appointed to 
amine and decide upon the fitness and propriety of publishing articles 
it to the " Mirror of the Times" for that purpose. 
J. II. Townsend thought that editors should decide npon the fitness of 
tides sent for publication. 

E. A. Booth was of the opinion that the editors should not have power 
suppress at discretion. 

J. J. Moore thought that some power should be established, to .which 
»peal can be made when wrong is done to a correspondent, in the matter 
disposing of his communication ; an editor may be in the wrong, and 
I should be held responsible, when complained of to some authority. 
J. H. Townsend : — I am surprised that Mr. Moore should express such 
ews. It was proposing to hedge in an editor to ^n extent that no man, 
th ability and independence necessary to the efficient conducting of a pa- 
r, would willingly be confined. The power to decide npon articles ia 
mmonly exercised by editors. Take the San Francisco "Evening Bullet- 
,** and the course of the lamented James King of Wm. for example : 
hile he lived, one of the most independent of men in the State ; his 
ess one of the most liberal, opened freely for communications npon all 
1)jects of interest to the ))eople. Did he admit all the articles he received? 
nquestionably not ! It is a mistake to suppose because a man is of good 
aracter, therefore can write a commnuication fit to be printed. In the 
altitude of letters and communications an editor is continually receiving, 
has seldom time to alter and correct that which may be full of faults ; 
is compelled to decide, 'print or not ; ' often in haste, and in so doing 
ay, without design, give offence ; experience is to be trusted, and, in 
neral, the fitness of articles may be ascertained before they are sent to 
published. 

J. M. Flowers moved to lay Mr. Better's resolution on the table— mo- 
»n carpied. 

^r. Richard Hall moved that so much of 3d Rule as relates to the 
mt of adjourning the Afternoon Session be suspended, and that the Af- 
rnoon Session of this day be extended to such a time as delegates shall 
em it proper to adjourn ; seconded by Mr. Newby, and adopted unani- 
>iisly. 
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F. O. Barbadocs ankcd pcnnittion to read a scries of resolutions, 
which had been drawn up and placed in his hands by Mr. Thomas Duff, 
of Mariposa — granted. Mr. Darbadoes read. 

Resolved^ That the Delegates be instructed by this Convention, to 
call meetings of the colored people of their respective counties, to con- 
sider upon the best ways of raising funds for the support of the Mirror 
of the Times. 

tResolred^ That we heartily endorse the manly stand taken by the 
Mirror of the Times in behalf of our injured and much abused people ; 
and we will do all in our power to make it worthy of the people it' repre- 
sents. 
f Resolved, That we approve of the manner in which the Mirror has 

■ been conducted by its original proprietor! : that they have proved thcm- 

I selves capable of making it an honor to (he colored people of the State 

* of California. 

1 Rcsoleed, That we recommend as an effective way to raise funds for 
i| the papor, that each delegate call meetings ic thqir respective counties, 
C and form clubs to make donations of such sums as may be agreed upon 
S by those composing the clubs. 

? Resolred, That the sums donated by the clubs to the Mirror, be for- 

j* warded to the Executive Committee monthly, at such times as their mem- 

2 bers shall decide upon. 

1. Resolved, That we look upon the Mirror of the Times as a beacon 

r ligbt, shining brightly and clearly on the path by which we are to reach 

that position, that as a free aM^intelligent people, we should occupy in 
common with our white fellow-cititizens ; showing beyond a doubt, that 
we possess talent, industry and enterprise in our ranks ; and that all we 
want is, the equal enjoyment of those civil and political rights, and 
privileges that are possessed by the whites, and we will stand second to 
no class of people in the American Union. 

The series of resolutions of Mr. Duff, were, on the motion of Mr. 
^ Ferguson, adopted thianimously. 

• Mr. George W. Booth asked if the Business Committee was ready to 
U report on the resolution of Mr. Hatfield, touching the distribution of 
2 the proceedings of the Convention, which was, at the Wednesday after- 
F noon session, refer^d to the Business Committee ? — Committee not 

ready. 

Mr. Booth proposed a motion, that the pamphlets of proceedings, 
when published, be distributed among the delegates— each one to be 
entitled to an equal share. 

Mr. Xewby seconded the motion ; and the vote being taken thereon, 
it was lort. 

Xdjourned to 4 o'clock; P. M. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

FOUBTH DAT. 

Convention met at 4 o'clock. President Hall in the Chair. Prayer 
was offered by Rev. J. B. Handy. 



CommittM qipouited to trwiiii flit boi^ md andit Am aeeonntiof 
tlie State EzacutiTe Gommittoe were edled upon for Uieir lepori. 

The Conventicni bemg in aectet ■earion from 4 to 5 o*doek, P. M., 
3Ir. Fergason, Chairman of the Eiamiiiiiig Committee, read extended 
extracts from the records of the EzeeatiTe Committee: the read- 
ing being finished, Mr. B. B. Yonng widiad to offer a resolution in re- 
gard to the report ; decided to be premature. 

Mr. Henry remarket! : — ^In regard to the report to which we haTe 
j ust listened, it has afforded me great satis&ction ; it met his approyal 
from beginning to end ; there is a clearness and straightness in it that I 
like. The gentlemen composing the Executive Committee, have acted 
in a manner worthy of the highest praise ; they haye made sacrifices such 
as we had no right to expect of them, in acting for the people ; and 
lierc I may express the hope, that our people will nerer revise to sup- 
port this Ccmimittee, as long as it may bo necessary to continue it, firom 
an unwise and unjustifiable want of confidence. 

Mr. Newby moved to adopt the report of the State Executive Com- 
mittee-rcarried unanimously. 

Mr. Ferguson read the following resolution, and moved its adoption : 
Resolvedy That the colored people of the State of California, tlvough 
their representatives here assembled, tender their heartfelt thanks to the 
members of the State Executive Committee, for the prompt and faithful 
manner in which they have discharged the arduous duties imposed upon 
them by virtue of their office — it was adopted by acclamation. 

Mr. O. W. Booth moved the reconsideration of the vote of yesterday, 
by which a motion relating to the disposal of the pamphlets of proceed- 
ings — was laid on the table. 
Mr. Newby seconded the motion, and it was carried. 
Mr. Francis proposed a motion that the proceedings, when pub- 
lished, be equally distributed among the members of this Convention. 

Messrs. Henry, Townsend and Moore, opposed the motion. Mr. 
Henry thought they should be a source of .revenue for the purposes of 
the Convention. He would suggest an amendment, so as to give 8 cop- ' 
ies to each delegate. ^ 

Mr. Moore :— Some provision should be made to furnish the Execu- 
tive Committee with extra copies. I move that each delegate shall re- 
ceive 10 copies of the proceedings, and that the remainder be placed 
in the hands of the Executive Committee — this amendment was accept- 
ed, and on motion was adopted. 

Mr. Detter introduced the following resolution, which was seconded 
by Mr. Vosburgh, and unanimously adopted : 

Resohedy That the State Executive Committee be composed of fifteen 
persons — ten of whom shall reside in San Francisco, Sacramento and 
Marys>*ille ; and the other five chosen from the different sections of the 
State. 

Voted, on the motion of Mr. A. O. Dennison, that a Committee of 
live be appointed to nominate a list of names to constitute the State Ex* 
ccutive Committee. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. R. H^ll, A. O. Dennison, C. M. Wil- 
son, J. J. Moore, E. Vincent. 
Mr, F. J. Vosburgh presented resolution No. 29, as follows : 
Retolvedf That the members of this Convention tender their thanks 
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to E. P. Duplex, Eiq., of Maryirille, for the prompt and efficient mtn- 
ner in which he hat discharged the ardnous duties of Recording Secre* 
tarj of the State ExecutiTe Committee for the past year. 

The resolution being seconded, Mr. Ferguson, expressed himself u 
of the opinion, that the resolution pending, had been anticipated by res- 
olution, which the Convention had already adopted. 

Mr. Ncwby agreed if^nth Mr. Vosburgh, and thought we should des- 
ignate in the case of Mr. Duplex. 

Mr. Townsend : — I hope tl&is resolution will be passed by the Con- 
Tcntion : Mr. Duplex has done well ; it gires me pleasure to testify to 
the efficiency and value of his services, and I am sure that every mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee will respond to it. 

Mr. Ferguson : — I am the last man to attempt to despoil any one of 
well earned laurels. The man of magnanimity who does his duty, fbels 
rewarded when his serA-ices are acknowledged in a manly way : such a 
man, I believe is Mr. Duplex. Oen. Washington, in his best days, did 
not receive his meed of praise. Were Mr. Duplex here, I think he would 
hold it to be superfluous and imndious, in a case where his associates 
have also well performed their duty. In his place, I certainly would 
not expect it, and though I were grateful to the friends who proposed, I 
would protest against it. 

Mr. Newby : — I feel that I rise at disadvantage after Mr. Ferguson. 
A common soldier does his duty as well as his general ; but does the na- 
tion award no more honor to the successful general, than to the com- 
mon soldier ? Mr. Duplex, as the Secretary of the Committee, has la- 
bored most faithfully — has done a most important work : we look to 
him for full and faithful reports of the doings of the Committee : had he 
been neglectful of his duty, we could not have told where we are ; but 
the papers from his hands speak for themselves : they are an honorable 
testimony of his zeal, faithfulness and ability. I would challenge any 
man in this State to produce clearer and better records of the doings of 
a public body, than are presented in the books of the Execntive Commit- 
tee : they are worthy of imitation, and will be an incentive to those who 
may follow in the same path. Public bodies do not overlook these 
points, nor should we : — I trust the resolution will pass. 

Mr. Hubbard spoke in support of the resolution ; when the vote was 
taken, and it was adopted. 

Mr. R. Hall, from^the Committee appointed to nominate a list of per- 
sons to constitute the State Executive Committee, reported the follow- 
ing names :-^. H. Townsend, H. M. Collins, M. W. Oibbs, AV. H. 
Ncwby, J. B. Sanderson, F. O. Barbadocs, M. S. Haync, Thomas Bet- 
ter, e1 p. Duplex, George R. Symes, B. B. Young, W. H. Hall, Joseph 
J. Underwood, H. T. Smith, Thomas Duff. 

Mr. Ferguson moved that the report of the Committee be adopted. 

Phelps, Flowers, and Henry opposed the adoption : were in favor of 
substituting two other names for those of Townsend and Newby, for the 
reason that their services were indispensable in an other position. 

Mr. Henry said it would conflict with their duties as editors of the 
Mirror. 

Francis and Booth hoped the names of Townsend and Newby would, 
by all means, be retained. 

President Hall vacated the Chair, (which was taken by one of the 
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ice Presidentt,) and said : — ^We hare now reached an important point 
^ the Convention, being about to re-form the State Executiye Commit- 
e ; when we shall have adjourned, that Ck>mmittee will be expected to 
qrk for you, for all of our people in this State, and certainly it is not 
work of slight importance to us ; let not the prpposidon to leave off 
ro such men as Townsend and Newby from the Committee, be enter- 
ined for a moment. I feel deeply ia regard to Uiis matter ; if they 
sre men of questionable character, that would be just cause for leaving 
em off, but the people of California know them to be able and honora- 
e men, worthy of their confidence. I do not think their connection 
Lth the Aftrror, will needs lessen the value of their services as mem- 
in of the Executive Committee ; much as I love my friend Townsend 
id Newby, deeply as I feel interested in the continuance and success 
the Mirror^ let either of them get out of the right way, and that love 
id confidence, with the little support I have hitherto been proud to 
Ltend to them, shall be withheld. 

Mr. Hubbard said — Of one thing I think it is safe to assure the 
lends, Messrs. Townsend and Newby will not be able to run off with 
e Executive Committee. 

The motion of Mr. Ferguson to adopt the reported list, was carried. 
Mr. F. R. Carter offered resolution No. 30, '* That J. H. Townsend 
\ appointed the principal and responsible editor of the Mirror of the 
itnes/' 

Mr. Detter proposed to amend as follows : — ^That J. H. Townsend 
id W. H. Newby be appointed responsible Editors, etc. Detter's 
nendment was accepted, and resolution No. 30 was adopted. 
Mr. Ferguson asked permission to read a letter, which had been 
aced in his hands by Mr. Hyer — granted. The letter having been 
ad, was, by vote of the Convention, ordered to be recorded among the 
inutes of the Convention. It was as follows : 

The citizens of San Joaquin send greeting to the Convention of color- 
L men being held in Sacramento. The great objects embraced in the 
.11 for the Convention meet with our unqualified approval ; and shall 
Lvc, in the struggle to obtain them, our best energies. 
The disgraceful enactments that so cripples us in all that pertains to 
u elevation and happiness should be repealed. Gentlemen, you have 
u co-operation in this glorious struggle ; we hope that measures will 
t adopted, calculated by their wisdom and efiiciency to promote all our 
terests, but chiefly the repeal of the Statutes invalidating our testimony 
Courts of Justice where white persons are parties. This deprivation 
ibjccts us to many outrages and aggressions by wicked and unprinci- 
ed white men ; by it, prejudice is aroused against us that would not 
List but for this Statute ; its debasing effects upon the morals of our 
^ople is evident, in its tendency to crush their aspirations, and thus to 
'c\'ent the full development of those qualities which are the basis of 
gh n oral character. In conclusion, gentlemen, accept our hearty 
K>d wishes for the attainment of the great objects we have so much at 
^art. In behalf of the people of San Joaquin, 

S. B. Hyeb. 
A resolution respscting the form of Petitions, was presented by Mr. 
ewby. 
Besolved^ That the form of the Petitions to be presented to the Legis* 
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lature shall be the nme ■■ thoie of last jear, with the addition of that 
portion of the late report of the Grand Jurj of San Frandsoo relating to 
Chinese and African tettimonj. 

Mr. Townsend remarked, that the EzeentiTe Committee would be 
careful in the heading of the Petitions ; the experience of last year had 
been instructive to them in that respect. 

Ferguson, Hand j, Detter, Henrj and Phelps, opposed the adoption 

tof Mr. Newbj's resolution. 
Mr. Better moved to laj it on the table— carried, 24 to 20. 
Mr. Collins moved that the whole matter of the form of the Petitions 
be referred to the Executive Committee. 
Mr. Phelps supported the motion for reference. 
Mr. Newbj opposed ; he thought the Convention could as well de- 
cide, and were likel j to know as much as the Executive Committee. 
* Mr. Townsend thought the reference would save time. 

11^ Mr. Ferguson offered an amendment to the motion for reference, as 

^ follows : and that they place the words, in conformity with the instruc- 

C tions of the Grand Jury of San Francisco, we petition your honorable 

2 body, dec. d:c., at the head of the Petitions. 

^ Newby thought the proposed amendment contained a statement that 

•» was not true, in the expression, ^* In conformity with the instructions, 

2 &c., d:c." 

h M. J. B. Johnson was in favor of leaving out of the Petitions all ref- 

Q erence to the Report of the Grand Jury. 

Mr. Ferguson altered the phraseology of his amendment, so that it 
read — ^"^ In conformity with the late Report of the Grand Jury of San 
Francisco, we petition your Honorable Body,** dec., dec. 

In this form the amendment was accepted, and the motion to refer 
adopted. 

Mr. Dcttcr offered a resolution, that J. B. Sanderson prepare the Pro- 
ceedings of this Convention for publication, by the 1st of January, and 
■j receive for his services the sum of $40. 

"^ Mr. Gordon proposed as a substitute, resolution No. 31. 

U} Resolved^ That Mr. J. B. Sanderson be requested to prepare, at his 

Z earliest convenience, the Proceedings of this Convention for publication, 

N and that the sum of $50 be awarded him for his services. 

Mr. Gordon*B substitute was accepted and passed. 
Mr. £. Waters spoke of the school at Grass Valley, referring in com- 
plimentary terms to the teacher of it, and offered a resolution in relation 
thereto. This subject was decided to be irrelevant and out of order. 

M. Ferguson offered a resolution in relation to the Executive Com- 
mittee, viz. : ** that they have power to expel members.*' Resolution 
not seconded. 

Mr. C. M. Wilson proposed Resolution No. 32. 
Resolved, That we will use our earnest endeavors in the several ooun- 
ties of our residence, to induce our constituents to sustain the pioneer 
of literature among us. 

£. Waters was the author of this resolution ; it was adopted. 
Mr. Vosburgh presented the following : Resolved, That the thanks 
of this Convention are hereby tendered to William H. Hall, Esq.,^ 
for the dignified, efficient, and impartial discharge of his duties as Presi- 
■f this Convention. 
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The retoltttioii was adodted bj aecUmation. Upon its adoption, Mr. 
Hall arose and add r esse d the Conrention in the following speech :^ 

Fellow Mewihers of the ComooKium : 

The high obligations committed to your care, through the confidence 
>f jom constituents, are about to be dissoWed. Your labors, as a rep- 
r«eentati¥e bodj, legislating for the adTanoement of the condition of an 
oppressed people is nearl j closed. The record of your proceedings 
itands here for the examination of the critical, and as a comparison with 
he works of any other assemblage that has couTened together upon the 
Pacific shores. To many of us Uie honor of members in a CouTention 
tmve never before been ei^joyed, and consequently the want of ezperi- 
snce in such deliberations was greatly felt ; but where conception failed 
U> penetrate great difficulties, the impulses of the heart aroused internal 
lenee of our wrongs, and directed our energies to the accomplishment of 
3ne great end — ^the right of oath. If oridences of respectability and in- 
:elligence, wealth and probity are sufficient guarantees of the priviliges 
pre deserve, it will not require much other effort to obtain it. It is true 
that the spirit of selfishness may for a period retard our progress, but 
the men in this State whose minds are capable of higher sensations, will 
not dedicate themselves to an ignoble work. The age in which we live 
Is 4 progressive one ; the elements of refinement form the basis of all 
well regulated society, and in proportion as any people inculcate and 
disseminate these principles of dvilijEation, in the same proportion do 
they receive and enjoy its immunities. The time has arrived when we 
must act in accordance with the sentiment which governs other men ; 
not as a tuUum of menials controlled by arbitrary irill, but as a conmiu- 
nity of equals, participating in every blessing, judm^ contributing to the 
perpetuity of every honorable avocation. We are not debased on ac* 
count of any repugnance to our complexion, nor are we disfranchised in 
consequence of natural inferiority— -human actions are often prompted 
by motives contrary to the elevated spirit of pure virtue, and so long as 
we continue to alleviate the burthens of others, we must expect to wear 
the odium of its conditions. Brethren, we }^yt initiated a great work, 
and it seems to be essential that we must not only be superior in mental 
endowments to those we are to mingle with, but it is also requirect that 
we be devoid of other men's vices. Every small folly of our lives, every 
error of judgment, and every thoughtless, intemperate word of speech 
is magnified into positive reasons why we are incapable to enjoy the 
rights we ask. The disadvantages we are compelled to encounter are 
of such a magnitude that almost any other people would be appalled at 
its mere ^ contemplation— deprived of protection for tha safety of our 
families, taxed for the support of education, and vet the doors of the 
common school-house closed against our children ; denied the exercise 
of the elective franchise, and subjected to be governed by laws in which 
we had no hand in fruning. Every position of emolument and honor 
that our country has to bestow, our claims as native bom citizens are 
overlooked, and the ignorant foreigner or the most degraded American 
dtixen is awarded the preference. 

These considerations are humiliating to our manhood, and should 
rouse the latent energies of the mind to activity. In conclusion, let us 
go home, gentlemen, deeply impressed with the necessity of each and 
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erery one perfomiiiig Uie mcArt Antim which the tubjecU we have con- 
sidered dfioended. In retiring from emid the excitement of political 
life, we are conscious of haTing done onr duty to God^ to ourselves, and 
to our fellow men, and though we feel this self-congratulation, let it be 
reme m bered that without diligence and constant effort, the great meas- 
ures we have matured will be ftatile in their operations. I would urge 
each one of jou to consult and instruct our less fiiTored brothers, boUi 
colored and white, remoTO their prejudices in regard to our true condi- 
tion, induce our colored brethren to cease prattling about being the 
equals of our oppressors, until they present the mental, pecuniary, and 
oUier necessary eridence of being such. Converse with our ignorant 
white brethren, those who despise the poor negro because he is a negro, 
and oouTince them that their social condition and ours are alike degra- 
ded, and whatever political measurea afflict us, are none the less severe 
upon them. Reason and argue with those who hold power within their 
fingers upon the injustice with which we are treated. Convince wem 
of our capabilities in a moral and social pmnt of view. Revert their 
minds back to the days of childhood when neilher knew any difference, 
neither felt any compunctions, but when each heart mingled its grateful 
emotions in the reciprocity of innocent amusement. Arouse their sym- 
pathies in our behalf, beoiuse none know us so well as they do. Ap- 
peal to their magnanimity and to their adoration of country, and dis- 
cover if they are content in the enjoyment of their greatness by com- 
pelling us, the equal participators of their troubles, to bear the yoke of 
servitude. Let us be united in acquiring knowledge and wealth ; edu- 
cate your children for formers, mechanics, and other industrial pursuits ; 
instil within them the glowing pride of Uieir avocations, and the mean- 
ness of menial callings. Teach them to look upwards, onwards, and 
beyond the obeyance of degraded conditions, and by the time we again 
assemble here in Convention, we shall behold results cheering to our 
ambition, 4tnd security to our rights. 

Mr. Hairs speech was frequently interrupted with applause. 

Mr. J. B. Johnson introduced resolution No. 34, which was adopted. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the 
Vice Presidents, Secretaries, ChaplW, and other officers of the Con- 
vention for the prompt and faithful discharge of their respective duties. 

Mr. Smith of Tuolumne said : — ^As one of th^ Vice Presidents, he 
begged to return his {hanks to the gentlemen of the Convention ; he 
felt it to be an honor that he had been appointed to that office. 

Mr. Thomas made a motion that Mr. J. Howard be now allowed to 
read a portion of his address. Mr. Newby opposed, on the ground that 
it was too late. The question was taken on Mr. Thomas* motion, and it 
was lost. 

F. G. Barbadoes, Chairman of the Finance Committee reported the 
amount raised for the expenses of the Convention. Report adopted on 
the motion of Mr. Ferguson. 

A vote of thanks was. tendered the Choir of the church, and a collec- 
tion taken up for the benefit of the Church. The Choir sang an Anthem, 
and benediction being pronounced, the Convention adjourned, sine die, 

J. B. Sanderson, \ 
F. J. Vosburgh, > Secy*s. 
S. Howard, j 
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H.M.COLLINS, 




[coLrxniA.J 
H. T. SMITH. 


M. W. GIBBS, 


iH^mrosA.] 
THOS. DUFF. 


W. H. NEWBY. 



Publishing Committee. 



J. B. SANDERSON, 
J.H.TOWNSEND, 
W. H. NEWBY, 



G. W. GORDON. 
J. J. MOORE. 



74 



F:E^OOJLiIiS.DIIsrC3h3 



C-A.LIFORNIA. 



STATE CONVENTION 



COLORED CITIZENS, 



oo th« aMv asim anh Md asih or ootatar. 



SAN FRANCISCO: 

Printed at tb« OOee of *« Tbe Ea«T»tor." eoratr ofSMMOBM Md JichiOB Btwtt^ 

1 8 C.6 . 



75 



STATE CONVENTION. 



Panmait to a call iwaed bj tbe Eiccn- 
tire Comniittoc of San FranciK*o, tli« Con- 
n*ition met in tbo citj of Sacrancutu. oo 
Wednesday, October tSth, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M., in Bethel A. If. S. Church, ScTeath 
■tree! 

The delef^tcf were called to order by 
Hr. R.A. Hall, Correnpuoding Secretary of 
the San Franciaco EzecatiYe Committee, 
%nd read the following 

Can lor tbo Oouwrnabaa. 
To TBI Colored Cttuksb or CaupomjOA-^ 
JUm a»d BroilUn: — You are hereby mub- 
moned to meet in Contention in the City of 
Nacramento, on Wcdnetday, the 2dth daV of 
October next entning, to consider end denbe< 
rate on mibjectt connected with our intermte •• 
citixene of this Sute. 

We have receiTcd hearty end cheerinc re- 

"' , San Joee, 

and other 



apoasee from * Sacraaeato, Napa, 
llarysTiUe, Fort Wine, Benicia, 



By order of the EzecntiTe Committee, 
R. A. Hall, 
CorrcspondittK Secretary. 
San Francisco, Av^. Z, 1865. 

He then moved fur the temporary or- 
ganization by nominating Mr. Wm. H. 
Hall as Chairman proton. The motion 
was adopti'd. 

Mr. Hall, on unaming the chair, itated 
the objccta for whicl^ the CooTentioo wai 
called, and hoped that harmony and union 
of acntiroent and action would preyail 
doring our session. He then requested 
Rot. John J. Moore to invoke a blessing 
fh)m heaven on our labors. Mr. Moore 
addressed the Throne of Grace in a feel- 
ing and impressive manner. 

Mr. flail concloded the temporary organi- 
sation by nominating Philip *A. Bell as 
Secretary pro §em. Carried. 

It Iras also mov(*d that a committee of 



three be appointed oo Credentials. Car- 
ried. 

The Chairman appointed T. M. D. Ward, 
A. L. Jackson, and J. Madden, as said 
Committee, who retired to eiamine the 
credentials of delegates. Dnring the 
interom the Chairman requested Mr. W. 
H. Yates to address the Convention. 

Mr. Yates urged the necessity of union 
among our people, and hoped that there 
would be no emhibitioo of jealousy or ill 
feeling among us, but we would all act 
for the general good of our entire race. 
He then introduced Rev. 0. M. Bn'ggs, 
Agent for the Frccdmon*ft Bureau for the 
Pacific coast. Mr. Brigga stated that we 
mu8t not be discouraged if we did not suc- 
ceed immediately in ol>taining our politi- 
cal rights. We must expect opposition, 
even from Union men ; the country was 
fast coming up to that point when equal 
political rights would be awarded to color- 
ed roe^, not only as a reward for their 
valor, patriotism and loyalty, but as just- 
ly due them as men and citincns. He like- 
wise said that prejodit^e was fast abating 
on this coaat He thanked the Convention 
for the honor of addressing them, but ho 
came to liaten and learn, not to spoak or 
instruct. 

Mr. Peter Anderson requested permis- 
sion to oflTer a few remarks, which he had 
prepared for the consideration of the Con- 
vention. Granted. 

The Conmittee on Credentials retnmed 
and reported that nine counties were rep- 
resented by twenty-five delegates. The 
report was aooepted, and the Committco 
retained. 

On motion, the Chairman appointed the 
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following Cotuinittce uD pormaocnt orgiuii< 
zation : 

Krv. John J. M'K>rc, San Francisco. 
Mr. E. A. Clark. Sacramento. 
Mr. B. CampU'lI, Yolo. 
Mr. W. H. ChriHtophcr, Napa. 
Mr. K. F. .Shorter, Santa Clara. 

The Committee retired, and Rev. Amrjs 
Johnson was introduci'd to the Coni'ention, 
and made a Tcry telling and patriotic 
siH-ech. 

The Committee on Permanent Orgniza* 
tion reported the following as the i>erma- 
nent oflBcers of the Convention : 

Present : 

Fred'k 0. Barbadoes, of San Francisco. 

lx£ Vu^ PreMdent : 

W. H. Harper, of Sacramento. 

2rf VUf Preniilent : 

Basil CumplM-Il of Yolo. 

rhilip A. Ikil, of Santa Cruz. 

W. II. Christopher, i-f Napa. 

Trf*ntturer : 

Jac(»b Madden, of Santa Clara. 

Chaplain : 
Rev. P. Kellingworth, of Sonoma. 

The report was received with acclama- 
tion, and the Chairman apjiointed Messrs. 
Yates and Ruggles to conduct the Prcsi-* 
dent to the chair. On taking his Sf^at Mr. \ 
Barbadoes delivered the following aildress: ! 

CeniUmen nf the Convention : — 

For the fourth time the colored citizens of 
this State are annemhled in Convention for the 
purpose of ohtaining Ji'«>TiCF., and the conside- 
ration of iubjectn tending to our general eleva- 
tion, 'ilie principal object whicn ^rested the 
precedinf^ conventions, was the admission of 
our testimonv in the courts of justice in this 
State, 'litis Kas been happily nccomplished by 
our untirin;; efforts, and the generous and noble 
co-operation of the friends of justice in the 
Legi%lature. After a struggle cT eight years, 
and in January, in tht year 1A63, the statutes 
of California were cleansed' from that foul blot 
which had entirely obliteratad from their face ■. 
K<)uitv and Justice. The principal objects of 
this Convention is to devise ways and means 
for the obtaining of that right, which, under the 
Constitution of the United states, is guaranteed 
" her citisens, namely, the right of the elec- . 



I tive fkanehise. This question is the important 
n4 of the day — not only to those of our racao 
here and elsewhere— not only to t}a» Stat«, but 
it eoncerns, and directly affects thi: safety and 
prosperity of the American Goremc^ent. I am 
eonftdent that this and other subjecu coming 
I before your consideratioa, will be treated with 
. firmness, intelligence, and moderation. I enter 
! upow the disdiitfge of the duties of this import- 
ant and elevated office with serious misgirinip, 
feeling that it is more to your kind partiahty 
than mv ability that I am indebted for ths dis- 
tinguisned honor. I eonfUently rely upon you 
to sssist me in the proper discliBrge of my duty, 
by the exhibition of that patience, forbcaraBca 
and self n*spect which has ever characterised our 
race. Penuit nse to assure you that it is mv 
firm resolve to discharge these duties impartiai- 
Iv, and with justice to all, and that I sincerely 
tiMnk you for the distinction with which yon 
: have honored me. 

Mr. Ward moved that Standing Commit- 
tecB be appointed on the following subK 
jects: Business, Education, Industrial 
Pursuits, Public Morals, Statistics, Fi- 
nance, and Elective Franchise. The mo- 

! tion was carried, and the Chairman stated 

i that he would announce the Committees 
in the afternoon. R. A. Hall, Wm. II. 

. Yatea and A. L. Jackson were api>ointed 

■ a Committee on Rules. 

^ After benediction by the Chaplain, the 
Convention adjourned until two o'clock p.m. 



At half-past two o'clock the Convention 
was again called to order by the President, 
and the exercises were opened with prayer 
by the Chaplain. 

Roll called. Miniites of last roGcting 
read and approved. 

The Committee on Rules presented their 
report, which was read. 

Mr. R. U. Small moved to amend the 
report by adding the 5th Rule, which was 
accepted. 

Mr. PRRsinENT :— The Committee select* 
ed to prepare Rules to govern this Coa- 
vention, beg leave to submit the flUlov* 
ing : 

iHt— The regular sessions of the Cm* 
vention shall Im; held twice each daj.— > 
Morning Sissiou, from 9 to 18 o'dodu 
Evening SeKsion, from 2 to 5 o'clock. 

2d— -A niajority of the Delegates i 
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ooostitute a qoorum for the transaction 
of bnsiDeM. 

8d— TIm Rnlei of Order laid down in 
the CoATention of 1855, shall be the stand- 
ing rules of this Convention, in all points 
not herein provided for. 

4th — No member shall be allowed to 
speak more than twice npon the aamc sab- 
jcct, without special leave of the Convcn- 
tion, and not longer than ten miuuten the 
first time, and five minutes the second. 

5th~A fine of fiftj ccnu will be impos- 1 
ed upon ci'crj member who shall be absent ! 
at roll call, unless he shall give a reasona- j 
blc czcuHC, to be accepted bj the Chair. ' 
Stad fine to be applied to the Contingent { 
Fund. 

In accordance with the resolution pre- 
sented this morning bj Mr. Ward, the 
President appointed the following Stand- 
ing Committees : 

On BunwfMi : 
J. J. Moore. W. U. Hall, 

£. P. Duplex, £. A. Clark, 
K. 11. Small. 
On Education : 
W. H. Hall, T. M. D. Ward. 

P. A. Bell. 
On Elective Franrhv^ : 
R. A. Hall, W. H. Yates, 

D. W. Ruggles, E. P. Duplex. 

J. R SUrkey. 
Industrial Pursuit* : 
T. M. D. Ward, E. W. Parker. 
J. Madden, B. Cainpbell, 

Wm. H. Harper, E. P. Hilton. 
J. P. Dyer. 

On Statistics: 
J. R. SUrkev Dr. Bryant, 

M. L. Rogers. 

On Finance: 
W. H. Harper, W. H. Christopher, 

E. W. Parker, R. F. Shorter. 

R. A. Hall. 
On Public Morals: 
Revs. J.H. Hubbard, J J. Moore. 
P. Kellingworth. 

A preamble and series of resolutions 
were presented by the Sacramento delega- 
tion, which were read, and on motion, re- 
ferred to the Business Committee. 

Moved, that all resolutions from 
ben or delegations be read and referred 
to appropriate Committees. Carried. 

The Santa Clara delegation presented a 



preamble and resolutions adopted at a 
public meeting in San Jose. Readaad 
referred to Business Committee. 

Mr. Shorter presented the statistics from 
Santa Clara county. Read and referred 
to appropriate Committee. 

Moved, by Mr. Ward, that the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Sacramento be ad 
niitted to seats iu this Convention. Car- 
rieil. 

3ioved, that we hold an evening session 
at 7 o'clock to-morrow evening, to receive 
statistical information from the several 
delegations. Carried. 

Benediction by the Chaplain. 

Adjourned. 



Thursday, Octobcr Sfini. 
S eoo n d Day.— Mondng Saasloa. 
President in the Chair. Prayer by the 
Chaplain. Riill called. Minutes of last 
meeting read and approved. 

Reports of Standing Committees called 
for. Committee on Education reported 
an address, which was accepted. 

Committees on Statistics, Finance, In- 
dustrial Pursuits, and Public Morals, re- 
ported progress. 

Business Committee reported a Pream- 
ble and Resolutions, which were receiv e d, 
and while under discussion Mr. Andenoa 
rose and said that it is probable the min- 
utes of this Convention will be published 
in pamphlet fo4*m, and the cost icill pro- 
bably be $100 ; he would therefore suggett 
that the Finance Conmiittee make ar- 
rangements for that purpose. 

Mr. R. H. SmaU introduced Messrs. J. 
Johnson and R. McOaines, firom £1 Doradob 
who were, on motion, elected members of 
the Convention. 

The Committee jon Credentials reported 
the roll corrected aid complete, as follows: 
Ssn JFVisiicisco: 
Rev. J. J. Moore, J. R. Stark^, 
Rev. T. M. D. Ward. P. AnderMm, 
D. W. Ruggles, E. W. Parker, 

R. A. Hall, E. P. Hilton, 

J. Madison Bell, Wm. H. Hall, 
W. H. Yates, J. Smallwood, 

• J. J. Moore, proxy, 

H. M. Collins, F. G. Barbadoes, proxy- 
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Sacnmtmlo: 
Wm. H. Har|wr, Edward A. Clark, 
A. L. Jackioo. P. L. nickmui, 
A. I>. Borghardt 

Santa Clara: 
Jacob Maddt-o; Richard F. Shorter. 

yapt: 
Wm. U. rhriitophor. 

Wo: 
Basil Campbell. 

Sonoma : 
Peter Killiiigworth. 

Mnripnm : 
If uaet L.. Rogers. 

Yuba: 
Ed. P. Duplex. Dr. W. J. 0. Brjant. 

El Dorwio : 

James M. Oliver, Robert U. Small, 

James Cefous. 

Contra CoMa: 
John IVtcreoD. 

Solano : 
N. E. Speigbto, by F. G. Burbadoci, proxy. 

Sterra : 
I. P. Cibbi, by J. P. Dyer, proxy. ] 

Santa Crux: j 

Geo. W. Smith, by P. A. Bell, proxy. | 



Tlie President in the Chair, and a quo- 1 
mm of roeoibors present. Prayejbythe^ 
Chaplain. Roll called. Minuted of last 
meeting read, corrected and approTcd. 

Mr. R. H. Small introdvced Mr. F. W. 
B. Orinnage, of Nerada,aiid moyed that he 
be elected an honorary member of thej 
Convention. Carried. j 

The unfinished business was theik taken | 
up. Mr. Moore continued the report of 
the Business Committee. 

By privilege, Mr. Anderson introduced 
ReT. M. C. Briggs. and movod that he be 
invited to take a seat in th^ Convention. 
Carried, by aclamation. 

Mr. Briggs thanked i\u' Convention for 
the honor conferred on him. for tuch he 
considered it. to be associated wi^h men 
who were striving for the attainment of 
such a noble object as the «enfranchise- 
ment of their race. 



Mr. James B. Jenkins, of PlaoerviUe, 
was introduced, and elected an honorary 
member. Mr. Jenkins stated that be was 
on his retnm to Baltimore, his former 
home, and was glad thai be wonld be able 
to make a good report of the pro gre w we 
are making in this State. 

The Secretary announced that Mr. E. 
C. Duplex had kindly consented to assist 
him, and would make a summary report 
of the remarks and speeches. 

The report of the Business Committee 
was continued, and the resolutions were 
amended and referred to appropriate Com- 
mittees. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Edu- 
cation made his report, which was read. 

A motion by R; A. Hall that the report 
be adopted by sections was agreed to. 

The Chairman of the Committee, in pre- 
senting the first resolution, sustained it iu 
some fery well-timed and appropriate re- 
marks, urging the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. It was obvious, he sAid, to every in- 
telligent mind that we required greater edu- 
cational advantages, the law at present 
only allowing schools where there are ten 
children, with discretionary power on the 
part of tlie Commissioners to establish 
schools for a lesser number. The law 
should be amended. so as to give to every 
child the privileges of education. If they 
were not to have a separate school, let them 
be admitted to those already established. 
As a law-abiding and tax-paying c1a« we 
are entitled to greater advantages in this 
respect than we now enjoy, nnd which it is 
unfair to deprive us of. 

The first resolution was adopted. 

The Chairman of the Committee, after 
reading the second resolution, stated that 
the Institute at San Jooe, under the super- 
intendenoe of Mr. P. .W. Casscy, was in suc- 
cessful operation. The site, with tlie im- 
provements thereon, could have been 
purchased two years ago for twenty-five 
hundred dollars, but that it was now worth 
four, thousand. With the increnaed ad- 
vantages possessed bySanJote the prop- 
erty will certainly still further advaaoo in 
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Taloe in the conne of a couple of jean 
more. At present the Institute wis but 
poorlj sostnined. The Principsl wns a 
gentlenian of distinguished nbility. Ac- 
cording to the moiit reliable information, 
the entire colored population of California 
IS 4,086. A tax of one dollar levied upon 
each person would purchase the Institute, 



irhen obtained, would enable them to stand 
erect aa men, compete with, contend f&r, 
and demand their rights as men, irrcspeo- 
tive of race or complexion. 

Mr. Ruggles next addressed the Con- 
vention, ne endorsed tlie resolution for 
manj reasons. When a slave in Louisi- 
ana, after having been sold five times, he 



and leave a surplus of eighty-six dollars ^^^ presented to a slaveholder. Upon 

in the treasury ; and with the probable ,^ occasion, when an English gentleman, 

success of an application for endowment ^ f^^^ ^ j,i8 master, was learning him 

by ♦»K- Legislature of $5,000, would place ^i^^ ^^ g^ q^ ^„ strongly rt^proved, and 

the lajtitote on a firm basis, and establish {Qformod that by so doing he laid himself 

I a school of a high oi Jer. ij^i^i^. i^ ^^ imprisoned in the SUto prison. 

Mr R P. Shorter said he was one jhe gentleman was astonished. He leam- 
of the founders of the Institute. The ed to read and write by the light of the fire, 
land on which it is situated, embracing ^^ Kuggles, in elO(|ueiit terms, urged 
some four or five acre», could huve been mothers to commence the education of 
olitaiuid at one time for fifteen hundred ^^^^^ children at lM»nie. Was angered 
d«>llan«. He als** statt-d that he was ^j^^.^ ^^^^ ,^„ slandered his race, and 
well ac<iuaiiitt«l witli tlie owucr of the siU?, f^.^ grieved to think that some of the able 
who resided in i?an Francisco. Tlie loca- colored men did not refute the charges.— 
tion wftK well adapted for a hijfh school. ^i,at wsm one dollar to give? He was 
Tin Institute wa.s first cfstabliHhed by sub- ,^i||ing to give five dollars per month, and 
scription, the teacher receiving fifty dol- jf ^y numlier of gentlemen would ^ve 
lars per month for his services. After em- twenty dollars towards the purdiase, he 
ploying two teaeliers, the Institute had se- ^^,^\^ gj^^. nfty dollars. He wished it to 
cured the emiuent Kervices of the present revert, in all ages to come, that the Pad- 
able tnd experienced incumbent, P. W. g^ (^oa^t could boast such splendid school 
Cassey. W. A. Smith petitioiK*d the Pub advantages. 

lie 8cliool Commissioners for State assist- ^^^. ^^ ^ j^ Jackson, to postpone 

ance »f>wardH sustaming tlie Institute, and ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ jj ^^|^^ to^nonrow. 

Uiey rof^pouded by granting a subsidy of ^^.^^ ^ thought they would be ^de to 

fifty dollWs per month m furtherance of ^^^ ^ Methodist Church, on Sixth at 

that laudable object, tlie resident children j^^ ^ ^ Briggs kindly informed them 

to derive the benefit tliereof gratuitously. ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ .^ ^ ^^^^ ^ ^ 

Mr. R. A. Hall, who attended the Coiiven- ^^^^^ ^ ^ ,^„g ^ ^^ wished- 

tion for specific purp<jses, thought that the ^^^ ^^ received with lood applause, 

present was the culminating ti«»e Edu- ^^^^ 

cati(»n was Uie theme Uiat demanded our - 

chiefest atU^ntion aud labors. Now was P*^^-^ ^^'^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^ 

the time when ^t became a pajamount d«^^ J^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^/ ^^^ ^^ 

with us to carry out our lesolv^; to long ^^^^^^^^ 

for knowledge and learning, without put- ^^^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ _ ... ^ mi,^^rt»« 

iing our slioolders to the wheel in earnest, . yoor Committss snpointsd to sonsldsr m«i 

wonld never help to raise us out of the thssabisetofEdaesSonTptsssnt thsfoUowii^ 

slough of ignorance. It was with pride as their Rsport: 

that ly saw the master spiriU of the na- J^^ffllS^^^^^ 

tion devoting their attention and assistance ^^j^ to soquirs sdncstioii of ths hi^hsr giadss. 

to the education of the Freedmen, which, Sosss spseUasns of ths snibsl ersstion maj as- 
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qiair* cdoeatioa to a ecttaia dfcrM, but then it 
■top*— it CM go DO ftirthcr i taeir iBttiaett, hf 
whieh aloM t^ art gomicd, ctiaot ttmj 
them bc)-ond that point. Whtn the reaioning 
Iheialtiet come into requisition, the progrceaion 
of the aninal atopa, and vt ece the power of 



i 



Anayliation, eonparieon, analogy, deeerip- 
tSon, and their kindred attribatca, are aU the re. 
auhs of refleelioB i and the reaaoning lae^Jtiea, 



which are distinct from the instinctive qualities 



of the hmte, and are eaanations of the 



quail 
God-] 



like 



to develop which is his chief end and aim. 
That can only be accomplished by his having 
... - — jei of education, and erery 



tee presented the contiDiiatioD of their re- 
port, when the eeTeral retcdntiont mnd 
rcoommendntions were ably diacuaaed. 

Moved, that the seport be adopted by 
aectioos. Carried. 

The following la the 



CoBBUttce havla|| duly c 
ofthedntyi ' 



power from which source man has hin being, aad^icspec^O J present the foOowing preamble. 



all possible facilities ol 
means open to him for i 



resolutions, and rccommendationa, as their re> 
ort: 
Wheriai, This (jovemment haa just reeo- 



**?**y»"; y . tirely found wanUng, and God's gracii 
i clouds of ig- ,.„ i^^y^ the desSoyinff angel o? dr 
reakuig away. ,„^^ ^p^ ^^^ crimson wings, and the 



. ^. »>»»'««pw«nf»»»»»d«»i TCiediKWithaternTaeatrokeof aju^^ 
snlaiging his understandini^; -nd to none are Lj^n ^ ^y„jijjfc^ God. for the fearful crime of 
these facihues more Kquuite than to a racej^^^ :;;^ taught the nation reelingand 
whoMancestofsh^e forgenerauons been de- j ^^j^rig upon the brink of ruin, with htwliih. 
priTcd of aU oppoftumtiea foe mental improTe- ; ^ l^, ^ 

of Knowledge have been closed, andwho •». oning of Divint Justice our nation was not en. 
even now, but emenpng from , the bsrbansm of • -^ - . - .. ... 

slsTcry, and from irbiMrminds'the clouds ( ' ' 

norance sndsupcrstilion arc just breaking i.^-,. ^^^ „p^ ^^ ehmnon wings, and the Toice 
Thmfore, be It . .r ! the turtle of peace is heard in our land, there- 

Hemirtdt That we present a peUtion to the f^g^^ 

l^he^T!^ •d.sntages in common with . .^ ^ knd-the most formidable ever waged 

WuiaiLU. The School at San Jose, being al- ! •gwMt justice and humamty. 
ready esublUhed. and in successful operaUun, iljfs/rfrf— Thst we rqoiee that this war haa 
requires the prompt and earnest aid of our peo- resulted m the orerthrow of elaTenr, and its to- 

£le, as weU as th«r whole influence: therefore, !tal e»tinction by Federal legislation,* m an 
il I amendment to the Constitution. 

Re$ohfed, That a contribution of one dollar iles&/vetf— That we bare a new lore for the 
be solicited from every colored person through- ; American Union, and shall ever willingly lay 
out the Sute of California to purchase the prop- 1 down our lives In defence of the great priao- 
erty of the San Jose School ; and also, that the pies of our Republic. — for the glory of 



Legislature be petitioned for an endowment for 
the esublishment of a Iligh .School Be it fur- 
thermore 

Retoived, That this Convention most earnest- 
ly solicit the shareholders composing the Liv- 
ingstone Institute to contribuU whatever funds 
they msy have accumulated towards^the objects 
above contdknplated. Be it Amber 

Buolvedi That this Convention heartily ^>- 



i 



Committee. 



of four iniUions of bondmen 4 
W. H. Hall, 
P. A. Bbll, 
T. M. D. Waw), 



A commuDicatioo was prcteoted from a 
Committee of Ladies of the Siloam Bap- 
tist Church, infonning the membcra tbat 
a Fruit FestiTal would be given on Friday 
evcniog, in aid of the building fund of the 
church. Read and laid on the table. 

The Chairman of the Bosineaa Commit- 



itiy , the freedom of our race, the rights of 
eitisenship. and the preservytion of the 
Union m^nfsined upon RepubUeap principlea. 
Hesslvei^That if the Ameruwi GoYenuaant 
will become suflBcientl^ just to accord to us the 
ftill ri^hu of citisenship. we will flock to the 
American standard by hundreda of thouaaada 
at the call of the nation, to support thism prin- 
ciples sgaipst enemies of the oountry— doBMstie 



proves of ^e objects of the Lincoln Monument < or^for^nT 
Asso«aUqn,andthatitwill doaU in^itspowerl Ue^^ed-Thatasflvemiffioosof ourraceare 
to pmetaate the memory of the man who wrou ^^^^ interested with the rest of the Amaikan 
the Procl^ation that rent asunder the chams ^^Jg TSS^ i^jli^v^lb^^ 

mvolved in the issues of the nation, tharefert H 
is our highest and moat 'saered duty to being 
into requisition every available mcaaa to a—*-" 
us In the great contest for our daima to i 
hood and ** Equality before the Law." 



I 



RtmM^ -That we believe the most notant 
elements any claas of men can wield In tnt da- 
fence of their natural and political rights, an 
virtue, wealth, political franchise, aiMl sodal 
unity. 

iZessfvsd— That we recommend our brethnn 
in this Suu, and throughout -the eountnr, ta 
aim to develops the highest stats of ChnraiB 



&SS? 



pioM laadm. 
b w thi cn to ■■infain f 



A^— TiMt vt ntam m t rn d ow bw d uw to 
ibi ftt tU MiM kigli OffdOT of •dKftOoa d»- 
the white net, and to makt 



riute net. aa 
Md^penfateBt elaima oa tW pubKe 
piovW0M,uid to mMOtk tmk i 
mhtn MMMHT ud practiciMt, •■ will 
to w and ov duUrm that dMinbla conditioB. 
la^Tbft w«dtk is an dMMBt of todal 
powir nntwmrf toraiat aaj paopic to an iade- 
paadant and iatoaatial poaiti^ and that wt, 
aa a paopla, ahonld partiealaily dirtet ow aiou, 
oar aibi ta, and pofwita, to ita hoMtabla aeqoi- 



m— T1wtw« Mnlto th«i Ibr Mtikht 
of mxfbtMt iijpoa the priadple of huMn JuattMb 
bMgfat in f£« fTMt OhrtM Rakb *da «Bto 
€filien, u joa «o«ld thtj i h aili do vato 
jou:''-HipoD thft prindplcs of aHUi's natural 
«qu»] ri^hti i cm tha pnndple of nafartdaii^ 
th« pr(ndp]«< of tha Hapnboe, aa a date npon 
evenr true Aintriean, trao Union loving aant 
Pfttnoc and Chriatian in tha ooontry, Ibr thdr 
■iftiittim td Q4ur pa tit ion. 

2l.^TbMt u dUr and ftdddhlhr eondneted 
pn« b jBdiapfinaMa for tha nmlia findJan 
tWB of om equal ri^iU bcfora tna law, and to 
Tully and impartlanj advoaate onr ganaral 



• appoiatedl 
addraaato tha 



11^— >Tbat no paopio can aaqoira wealth 
ateapl tfMjranfago iathoao hwrinaaa poravite 
bj which itia originally prodnead. 

It*— That tha raal aonrea of tha prodne- 
tion of waalth, ia agriculture, aunufactnring, 
coBUBcrca, and adantiie prodM- 



19« — ^That wo racoBUBcnd our paopla 
angago mora generally in thaae independ 
pursuita of industry. 

14. — ^That no paopla can aeeure tha high 
rsspact of othera while they put thaa- 
•dves at their feet to be their menials. 

15.— lliata State Esecutire Oommittaa of 
one member from each Judicial District be tn- 
pointed bv thia Convention, to whom shall be 
reArred tne uninished businem and the duty 
of carrying out the work organised and ooa- 
taaaplatad by thia CoBveBtioB. 

16w — ^That whilo we ackBawledga our un- 
awanring fealty t*) tha OovemnMnt. We are 
ireatly dfeaatiafeid with the policy pursued by 
Uw Qovamasent, ( unea our lausortal and glo- 
lion* Lincoln fidl) i reapacting those issuaa of 
tha country that moat iauaedlatdy efbcto tha 
colored Americans. 

17<— That no Chriatiaa nation with anyi 
aenaa of juatice or huflmnity, could aak a cl 
of people to aasist in sarins the Oovemssent 

mi oastraction, and :«fter uey had aacriflead 



2t— Thst th«ft baa c 
tbU ConTcntioEi to 

p«0ple of tkji State, on the auljfacta of ntnanl 
edueationt industrial put a u l te and asarm inali- 
tudooi, die said addiaaa to he published with 
our uiDutest in pamphlet form, by a publishiM 
committee. (Beferrsd to publishing aom Btf t te a ) l 

23.— That ^s CaBventSoB wimmmpid ow 
people Ifl this State and throughout tha tiauBtiy» 
LD let »p*rt tkruigh their rcugioua Isadsrs, n 
Amj qI ^tlng and prayer, that Almighty Ood 
may coutnl the aalioB'b eouncil at Ito Bast 
■nting, to ensora ite lanalatioB Ib fevor of 
jiutiee, faumsnity oBd equal righte to all bmb. 

ti.— Thtt Rienbers of the State EKecutivt 
CommtttH be inetmcted, aud tha members of 



I of their livee to that 
eftet, to thoB doBy them of the coasmoil righta 
thatBatura haa endowed them with i righte Ib- 
vdviBgpriariplea upon which tha OoverBBMBt 
feBBded Ita political inatitotinia, pronouBcad by 
them tobathoBaturalrightoofallBBeB. 

18.— That It ia the Imperatire duty of parenta, 
or guardiaaa of cUldraB, to hare tMB aa fer aa 
poaaible, educated Ib aome braaeh of bnsJBaas 
purauita, by which they may bo pmdneafBi 

19.— That as menwdslit stioa iMhe com 
stedinm of appeal, by the Amerieau cttiseB, to 
the law makmg power, against all politieal 
grieranees, th«efors it is our ri^O, and duty, 
to petition the Legislature of thia State to ' 
tha State Conatitution so aamnded as to m 
ito aoloraddtisen tho right of 



ih|a Contmtioni he re q ues t sd to form County 
Eiecutite Coramitteee throughout tho State, 
stoJluTT to th« State CoBunittaa, to feith«r 
tb« purTKksas and eiiBCtiaf tha oljaete of thia 
CoarentuiD. 

J. J. MOOIF. 

K. P. DtrpuDK, 

W. HLHau, 

E. A. Clabk, 

E. 0. Small, I 

Adjourned iintil the extra teMioii, at T 
o*c1ock p. M. 



The Pretident in the chair, nod i^ qno- 
mni of members preieat. 

Prajer bj the Ghnplnui. 

So much of the miMitee ne related U 
the apecial object of the meeting, tIi : le 
reoeiTe itatittical reporto from the diibi^ 
eat delegations, was read and adopted. 

Mr. R. H. Small rose to ask priwilege 
to make a motion ; it was pertiiient to the 
rabject matter before the honse. LesTo 
greeted. HemoTedthat Mr.P.Amlep- 
son be added to the Gomouttee oo Stota»> 
tics. Seconded bj Mr. Ward. 
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tW7.it 

like to kaov vhetter H 

ed bj tke Sccfctaiy, or 

drrkaaded ■ 

conplisk it. He hoped Mr. 

witUiov kii Motioo. 

Mr. SomD nid lie kod expected oppori- 
taoo; woe ntiified tKe Bob Froadooo del- 
egmtioo voold^oppooe ooytliii^ io wWdi 
Mr. Aadenoali mume vooBcatioMd ; tkot 
gcotleoBoo, from kio ezperince, was well 
qofttifird for the pontioo. oad ke hoped ko 
vovkl be oppoiotcd. He did mot wiek to 
occooe tke Preoideot of portiolitj ia op- 
poiatiog Coomittcet, bat he thoogkt a 
apirit of partisaaiki^ hod been ahova. He 
wonldoot withdraw hie motioo. 

Mr. RofTglca oppoaed the oiotioo. The 
moTer waa oot probably aware of auuij 
facta, bat he woold oot relate theoi here. 
The Committee oo Sutiatica he cooaider- 
ed capable of perfformiog their dotj, aod 
he did oot believe thej required anj addi- 
tioo to their oomber. 

The Pretidcot, Mr. Barbadnea, left the 
chair, aod Mr. Harper, lat Tice Preaideot^ 
acted io hia atead. 

Mr. Barbadoea wiihed to defeod himaelf 
from the implied charge of partiality. He 
had no pemonal feeliog againat Mr. Ao- 
dersoo, bathe doubted hia tiooerity. He 
( Mr. A. ) oppoaed thia CooventioD with 
all hia force, accaaing all who foTored it of 
aioister motiTea ond dishooeatj. At laat, 
fiodiag it wai a popular moTement, he 
had,' by uofair meaoa, got himaelf elected 
a member of thia CooTeotion ; aod had not 
yet CTen eipreaaed any change of opinion, 
hence be conaidered that gentleman unfit 
to hold any poaition in thia bodj. Inde> 
pendent of that coniideration, be bad been 
goremed in hia lelectiona for making 

vnmitteea, by the ability 




Ikrav bodE Oe dvgo of 
Ho 
waa alecta i by a kqpar aijo ri t y tkan any 

ke 
tke gaatlfBu to bring tko 
aobjoct belbre tkia body ; ko woohl appeal 
to kia CO— (tifcoti ; ko kod beea aolicited 
by tko Gkainoaa of tko Ooonoittoo ooSta- 
tioticB for liiwotiOB, wfckk kereftNed to 
fire ; ke expected to be Mode the bott 
of hia feea^ bot kiacoBatitoeoto 
woold doUajvaCico. 

Seterol otkcr goMleoMO portidpoted in 
tke debote^ wke& tko qoeationi woo called 
aodloat 

Tke Cooreotioo tken p roc e eded to the 
apecial order of boaioeoo. The dillerent 
delegationo tkroogk tkoir Ckairman, pre- 
aented atatiatical reporto. 

Tke reporta were very iotereatiag, and 
funiahed a great deal of jralooblo inlbr- 
matioa. They were wfcr r c d to tko Com- 
■itteeooStatiatica. 

Baail CaaapbelU delegate frona Yolo, 
preaented atatiatica frona tke o^joiaing 
coootieB of Coloaa aod T^amo, which 
were not repreaeotod. The delegatioo 
from Tuba coonty preaeoted ao able re- 
port. 

Mr. Hubbard itoted that iiBce the coloi^ 
ed citizena of California laat aoaembled in 
CooTcntioq aoTtfral of our frienda aod rep- 
reaentatiTO men who formerly joiaed with 
ua ia oordelibeaatiooat had boea rewnred 
by death ; and by permiiaiun of tkia Coo- 
▼eotioo he would, oo Friday erooiogt do- 
liTor 00 eulogy oo the IItoo, ckaractort oad 
tenriooo of the late Wm. H. Xewl)^, John 
Fioeman, Jr., John O. WJIaoo omI Wm.. 
N.Bedford. Ho then moved that a Con- 
mitteo on Condoleno^bo oppointed. Co^ 
ried. 

The Chair appointed Meana. J. H. Hob- 
bard, P. Kellingworth, osd R. H. Small. 

koved that we adjourn, to meet to-mo^ 
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rov moniag ii Mr. Brigg't olnrch, oo 
StithHiMt. GMrried. 

Prajer by the ChapUin. 

Acyoiirned. 



Fbioat, Ocromltn. 

GoDTentioD met thia daj in If. E. 
Church, Sixth itreeti at 9 o'clock. The 
Prendent called the Home to order. 

Prajer by the Chaplam. 

Roll called. Miantea of last meeting 
read. 

While the SecreUry was reading the 
minntci, 'Mr. Yatea mored that only ao 
much of the nunntea aa related to the boai- 
aeai of the preaent meeting be read. Car- 
ried. 

Mr. Tatea moved that the 16th reaolu- 
tioabe recommitled to the Committee, 
^th inatnictiona to amend. He aaid we 
were not in a poaition to dictate to Got- 
emment ; we were not able to jodge what 
waa to come. Preaident Johnaoa has the 
ghoat of John l^ler to warn him against 
treachery ; the living ahade of Millard 
Fillmore to bind him to the principlea he 
profeaKd, and the Constitation to define 
hia every act, it is impoaaible forna to 
throw cold water on what haa been ao- 
oompliahed. The time waa not very diatant 
when the black man waa looked upon aa a 
political leper, aad for oar frienda to 4^ 
fend va waa political death. More haa 
been accompliahed within the last four 
yeara than I ever expected to aee in my 
day and time. We are willing to pay the 
priee of liberty, aa haa been fully demoo- 
Btrated. 

Mr. Moore nrged that the time had ar- 
rived for men to apeak ont boldly, and let 
the world know what we think as men. 
He ia oppoaed to anything like cringing. 
We have a perfect right to read and criti- 
eiae the acta of onr Government. Preai- 
dent Johnaon will hear the appeal of the 
moathpmble black man, when properly 
praaented. 



Meaaii. BbmU and CU^ fidvocated the 
pamage af the reaolntiodt in aoBM wall 
timed remarka. 

R A. HaU hoped that aU aahaitivenaoa 
would be laid aaide, aad that all bnainaoa* 
before the Honae woold be deUbecated 
upon and be d es patched aa apeedily aa 
poaaible. 

Mr. Tatea withdrew hia motion la rf 
commit. 

Reading of the Report oontinned. 

Mr. Ward moved thai ao mo^ aa re- 
fers to ladnatrial pnranits, vis: reaoln- 
tiona IS, 18 aad 14, be lefenad to Oe 
Committee on that sabject Carried. 

The balance of the report w« there- 
npon received and adopted. ' 

Mr. Tatea oflbred the UOiomiag reaolv- 
tion: 

Rtm ht i T hat we tjaqiathias withlhs Vb- 
niMi mevemeat to lihirata Irshod ftem ths 
joke 9f Biitidi hoadi^e, ud whsa we hava 
obnintd oar fell dtiatndiip ia tlii tiiiantiy, vt 
ihoald be wiUi^lo sMitt Sar iridi hielhNa hi 



their ttmnla for NatioosI ladtpaadaMai 
4<MM0 eolorad troops eoold be laiMd to halt 
the" • * " ........... 



off tha hjpoeritaeal Eagiidi holL 
Mr. Yatea waa oppoaed to English' Av- 
tocrats, for as soon aa the war broke ont 
that " cotton superceded wool f Ihvored 
Fenianism, believed in univeraal liberty,* 
that the Irish position waa one of opprea- 
sion, airke with the slave. TIk assertion 
was made ihat the slave would figh< bnt 
Uie freemen would not We noUy rdkited 
that in the glorious 54th Massadiota|kti, 
which waa compoaed of diflerent material 
from any regiment that preceded it ; ma^y 
of them were formerly alavea, and, to be 
taken a priaoaer, Andersonville would be 
excelled. Tteir record we all know. — 
Would like to see forty regimento of Irish- 
men defended bj forty regisi^ts of blacka, 
go across the Atlantic to help give liber^ 
to the oppressed of Ireland. I would glad- 
\j number one of them. He hoped it 
woold be referred to the fiusinem CoBBmit- 
t^. 

Wm. H. Hall hoped the Committee 
wo^fd endorw something of the kind. Tkm 
resolution was not introduced for any bui- 



^ 
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combe ; he was serious in adTocatiag the 
matter. Politicians had prfjndioed the 
Irishman against the black man ; he be> 
lieTcd in nnivenal libertj, i rr espec t ive of 
color. 

Mr. Hobbard opposed the resolution. 
He considered the Irishman the roost de- 
ceitfal of all nations ; were controlled 
largely bj the Roman Cbnrcb. We will 
forget self to extend a hclpiog hand 
across the ocean to the Irishman. 

Mr. Small fsTorod. the resolution, and 
thought one of the proudest things a black 
man could do would be to assist with fortj 
thousand men, or mere, in writing £m- 
mcffai'pitaph. 

Mr. Hojt said it was better in passing 
resolutions to word them as we mean. Fa- 
vored broad, universal freedom ; Ood will 
break down the barriers over right ; the 
Chinese and Indians in our very midrt 
stand in need of our sympathy and encou- 
ragement 

R. A. Hall ( by permission ), thought 
both sides should be heard ; did not be- 
lieve the Pupe ever instructed Irishmen to 
hate and abuse the black man ; such senti- 
ments as those of Daniel OTonnell he lov- 
ed, wIk> would willingly sacrifice life for 
the freedom of his pt-ople. 

Mr. Hubbard alluded to the published 
statement of Bishop Hughes, who went to 
Rome a Union man, and precumed a Cop- 
perhead at heart. 

By Mr Bell— Mr. Hughes never was 
considered a sound Union man. 

The motion was l»id on the table. 

Report of the Committee oo Industrial 
Pursuits read and received. 

It being 18 o'clock, the special order, 
the report of the Committee on Edncalion, 
was called up. 

The Address and Resolutions were ably 
advocated, and the report adopted. 

The Finance Committee reported pro- 
greas. They recommeikied that each 
member be taxed $8, to pay the expenses 
of the Convention. 



Mr. Anderson moved, as pn amendment 
to the report, that the tax be |S. 

Amendment lost, and the report and re- 
comfaiendations adopted. 

The roll was called, and the members 
paid $8 each. 

Mr. Anderson paid onder protest He 
said he should appeal to bis constituents. 

Moved, that the honorary members be 
exempt from taxation. Carried. 

Benediction by the Chaplain. 

Adjourned. 



Third Pay.— Aftsinooii flassla& 

The President, F. Q. Barbadocs^ in the 
Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. J. H. Hubbard. 

Roll called. Minutes of lastmeetiag 
read and approved. 

J. R. Starkey, Chairman of Committee 
on 3tatistic8, presented the following re- 
port, which was adopted : 

STATISnCAI. KBPORTS. 

Tbe ConmittM on SUtbtkal laforaatloa. te 
preiviitiiiff their report bes leare to mt tkal they 
n^et the Ifaniled iiM«Dt wUcb hsve bt^ afiBnlrd 
them on which to bwe a report raeh ali they 
wonld Ilk* to prawot to the ConveatioB, as evl- 
denee of the progre« In wealth. SMrala, cdnc^ 
tion and industrial pncMiits of the colored people 
of Califomfai. That wk hate Made sad am aak- 
ing continttalprofreM la all the above, buadeala- 
ble. and we olfer our brief and inpertect report of 
ich procrcM to eMabliih oarckiM to lit r|i^ 
and priruegea of citiaenthip : 

Adolta 1,600 

Childrfn SM 

Total Zmo 

Ji§tigkm§ sad ifcrof fjuftfirffaijL 

^IHDeBBS. •••«••••••••••••••• • ••••••# 

Vahie 950,000 

MsBbera WO 

Attendaats 800 

Bensfidal Sodeties 4 

Funds HOOO 

Memhm..... IdO 

Mssonie Lodges 4 

Menbcrs •••• ••■•.. 

Sabbadi Schools t 

Pupils 120 
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Pttblk Day Sehoob S 

Pmib 120 

PnblkNigfct SchooU 8 

Pnpib OOAdoha. 

Coknd duUra in COfaoUe 8choolf..l0 

g 

Omflkcr*' AMtodaHnm, 
9 

Brsix&» puBSurra. 

Jfeehanioi, 3kmufaetwr9n, 9te. 

Ptiatcn 4 

HouM CtrpcnUn ,...S 

sup Ctrpentert 8 

CMilkcn 9 

Boot Makers 4 

Taikm^ S 

Brick Lajen 2 

Hafttrcn 8 

Blacktmitha 4 

HoM MakcH 1 

8egw Makers 8 

Tmners • 1 

Upbolaterers 8 

JireM Makers.... 10 

Seaastresses 6 

MOfinen S 

Ladies Hair Dressers 9 

Tobacco Manufacturers 4 

Soap and Tallow Manuiketorx 1 

Fancy Soap MannfMtocr 1 

Hair RestoratiTe ..1 

Fancy Hair-workers 2 

Lanndries 10 

Innk Stores 8 

Teanuters 90 

Real Estate ^gento ;...;. 8 

BaiDCis. . . • ■ . ..•....•••••.••....•• 

C l e ig f iien 10 

Kditofs....: 2 

Total Wealth of City and Connty.i750,000 

Nnnber eT AdnlU in City and Coan^.470 

Nanbcr that ean read and write 376 

Nombcr that cannot read or wriu. ... 95 
Nmaber Chfldren in Gty and County. .160 

NoariMT attending school 40 

Knasber not reeemag instnietioB 101 

Sabbath richools 8, meosber^ of.... 44 
Eight Teachers . . two Superintendents . 10 
A libnay belonging to each school, een» 

Nuflsber of Churches ••••8 

A. M. E. Church, Rer. J. H. Hubbard, 

Fa^^ in charge, 88 meaibars. 
Bs|tiat eomeetion, Bef . Amoa John. 

soa,82»eflRbsn. 

Number of Meahanice 18 

Famera 10 

Doctor 1 



Np person in the county aappeeted by 

by the publie,jor benerolsnt eeeietiec 

ABonnt of Church anid publie u t wwty 

. hshii^iing to edoied wsidents.7^.i00 

^But one eokvad person ktheCounly 




$117,846 

tiiis dty and eoonty, aa Cv aa 
canbe 




Voto, iialM— mmA 

Adnhs 16 

Total population 81 

Minnbsr who can read and write IS 

Property owned hi the county. ...in^OOO 

Fanners and Stock-raisers..^ 6 

Stock-raiseis without &rms... 4 

No school in the county. 
As there are no delMates from the ad* 
ioining counties ef Co!usa and Tehama, 
I b^ IsaTc to. report the condition of 
those counties, as ikr as I am acquaini- 
ed. In the county of Cohisa thoa era. 



Children. 



.81 



IS 



Adulto 8 

Total population 

Number wno can read and write 6 

P >r op s tty owned in the county. . . .$88^600 

Fimers and Stock-raisers 6 

Stock-raisera without tans 8 

No school in the county. 

In the county of Tehama there are, 

AdnUs 14 ChiUiun IT 

Total popohrtion 61 

Numiber who can read and write 15 

Piop e itj owned in the county. . . .i|9,600 

Fanners and Stock-raisers .....7 

Btock-rafisers without tans ^.8 

JSbsdMolinthei 



Recapitulation of the three eoonties: 

Adulu .......68 Childien....66 

Total |»opulation ,....76 

Number that ean read and wriu 66 

Pkopsrty owned •••.••969,500 

Farmers and Stock-raisert 17 

Stock^^aiaers without tans 8 



Hale Adults 190 

FeihaleAduki 76 

Childrsn^ i| 

Total 806% 

Number that ean read and write. 



Miners 
Fi 

HairDreaeers 
Laborers. 

Afgrccate am'kit taiable . 
Ona'Chardk, owning 
No • • 




=^ 
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Totil popuUtioci , . - . » f . .175 

Beal etute uid pcrHiu] propcrfj §7^,000 
Ont Cliureb, of the Methodui pcnuuioo. 
OiM ooliifwl iduHil, iiuUlQed bj ib« Cob* 
MQA "-(koDl Fund, p. W. l-'uKTr taclk- 
<e. Ha r«4r«iTC» fat bii Krricet $^ par 
BioDtk la Hlditian to thii^ P. W. Gu- 
lejr knfw » boirdiog-tchool, whjch., kl 
th« piTKTit tiine, u veil pfttroniitd^ — 
Tbe» it ui HluadoaiJ itiititution m ihirn 
MuAl^, e«Iled the " Phvoiioniu luti- 
tatt, iv!uch »u qr^uuied in iIh yeu 
lS6Sf ud U DOW in m. procpcroiu 



Hoft of tbt eaWvd peopk ■» fac«Bvd in 
•pieulturf-^Tery ft* vt tmpiojed u 



Tb«y arc « Niber, indiuuioiu, 
relipoui^ Bad pUin-daltn^ people. 

AdnlU v54 Lluiaito ...,20 

Fvnen^ »*,..«. 
Cupcnten 

Bvbeit 

Genenl Ubortrl, 



10 

,2 

-.,...3 

7 

la 

Oo* eburcli, ud ooe Kbocil-hoiiAe. 
EitimftUd Ttluation of propeny . $25,000 

Rt». P. K£LLt?iGWOKTHi 

BelcgAU &t»iB SoDomL 

Amt of property, real tnd penonal.$A 1,000 
ODt*»choot, ttUbLUbed bv the Boitil of 
MucmUon. Curing U> th« limited UDOiml 
of moni?}- in tbe School Fund the pueatA 
are atMited 1 1 5o p«f month for e«h 
Khokr. In Kvend dittnet* where Ihen 
ftr« not ten colored childrea, thoie tint 
are living in luch daatneta «r« BTQ«iag 
up in ^oranee. 
There aiw tua colored cburcbeL 

DeUfate from If apa. 



, C*aKl]f . 



f^ymber of Famlliea. 

Children 

Quajti Mioert 

Placer Minen^ , * , . , 

Banehcn ..... 

BLacktmitki. 

Barbcn 

Fabler..,.. 

Boot-aaker. 

Tutor. 



.10 
.30 
.10 
.20 
..* 
..3 
..3 
,.l 
.1 
.,1 



£itkuC«d Ta!u«of property 120,000 

M^L.' Bogus, 
Delegate from MaWpoai. 

Then bdng no delrnte frost Ihu, the 
adjoining couniT, Mr. Bf^rt made 
the foUowiog report : 



Malt Adnlta ,p U 

Female Adult*. *-.p«* ■«.< i 

Childrsi .,,... ...,.,. » . . . . B 

[Coaapriiing pait of Yub* ooyatj^J 

Number at Adulu . , ]M 

Children tmder five yean of ■(«, 4^ . «* Si 
ChUdrtii over five yean of ^gt , , , * « • , 3tt 

Total. ,200 

E»tiiEi«t»d vealth f 163,090 

Barben..... .,1ft 

V«g«uble, frtkit and jKnilti? dcalen. . . , .A 
Pork-Twiii^ri .....,,. >._...,_ ..^.,...7 
&0&P m&nur&ctOTy.. ..» **•«•<«>#. .^.il 

Fancy bur-worken... «■«.. .^^.S 

Druggiit. .........«.«,*.*...«. ^ ,. p .. ,1 

J unk dealer , . , «. X 

Bath-boua« kerpcn ,,,,.,,, ,3 

Cafpetiten ,,,.«, ^ ,, ,S 

Etifnged in I^iadry buiia«i» *10 

Cooki ,,,. .* 

Fanoen, , , ^ , . ...» ^ 

Genera] jobben , ... 13 

Hofltlrrt. .., i,.** 3 

SeaiaitnaKi. ....«.« ...« ..«>«...,. 4 

Dme-makcn^ 4. «*»,.■ t ,«,,«. 4 

Public Portert ,,,U 

!klinen , ^ 13 

Whil^»wft■l^^ , * * 4 ,...,... .4 

Number of Chunelica, £ — both uBfiniabed, 
tbougb occupied. The Baptiat rhiuch ii 
entirely oui of debl^ tlie Methodiit 
owei about SAOO, One Publk School ; 
MT fringe attendaofe about 20 Two Bab- 
batb ^chooli, fair attendaoce. MmiDg 
Companiei, 3 ; in two of vhich «eU den 
finrd ledge I hare been at/iiek. The 
Ran Ripe Company haa been incorpo^ 
nled, and about l^/KM) haa been ei- 
pendad upon iL 11ie huheit yield per 
too* 125. No work haa neen done fot 
•everal monlhi, owing ta Bam* of ihn 
■tock bannff to paai tbTOu|;h adminia- 
tration. Will ntuma work again m a 
few dayt. The morali of the pcoplt km 
rood. No drinking aaloon, biUtAid oa- 
&on, nor fabling dena, In the count;. 
No profeMiooik^ gamblcn. 

In concluiLon, your OommittM regret that 
they hare not been able to preient a morv fcn*^ 
ml report, in eon4eqven«« of the imall nuttibM 
of countiei npretented in the Convention, and 
the very ihort time^ ihey have had to pnpHi 
the leportf and the impoaeibility of proewiof , 
at the preaent time, lufficient iafOfUAtloii lo 
enable youi Conomittee %a prtpare a ivpoft 
baled upon the entire wloied pppuUtioa of lh« 
State. Ail of which li reepectfullj lubaitltd, 

J. R. &TAK£Et,} 
D%. BlTAKT, li 
IL I. BOOIU,^ 
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djuiia of ladiAMj in lueli ipaQuI mms m mdl ft 
proportioii of tha I^fuJUtiT* body maif imm 



The SecreUry Mid thfti he wiabed to 
§^▼6 ft Homognphic Chftri ef tbia Cod- 
▼entaon, ftod he thefefoie mored thtte^h 
delegftte be requested to ftinieb the fol- 
lowing informfttioB : Time end place of 
birth, when ftrrived in thie coanti?, pr«i* 
ent plftoe of residence, end occup«tioa, 
ftnd lociftl or fftmilj condition. Gftrried. 

Mr. R. A. Hftll, ChftlrmftB of the Com- 
mittee on FlectiTO Frenchiee, pr^teuted 
the following 
■^|i«»»^ f8i— ■■lit— ^i- wi^yMiif ^ tinrhfa^ 

To TBS HOMOBABLB THS LSOVLATVSS OT TVC aTATS 

or CAUWtmxtA— 

Ott d it m im .'^-Ths nndsnigiisd, dtiHH of th« 
Uoitsd Statst snd of ths dtste of GUifomia, 
rstpeetfuUj prtMnt to jour hooonfalt bodiH, 
tho Beasts snd ilouss of Ansmbly, tkit, their 
pstitioB, and •howiog tar your honorsble notice 
thst w« are sn induatnoat, iMirsland liw abid- 
ing dsaa oi citissos, profcaaiQg sa ar^n^c of i the UatDn, dccT««d that no boi 
dracation snd generslintsUigSBes ; barq upon '< ihould be held by Itg^ enKtment or 



The report wss read, snd on 
to sdopt, Mr. Wm. H. Hatl deliTered tho 
followiDf i ID premise sod eloquent speech : 

Itfs. Fm m PEyr ^-- 1 haTS nfraiasd ftsm hi-. 
trading upon the tiraa of tbe C oqy stkm nalil* 
no*, btit the inporiance or the ^nstCion' mo> 
UniJt^ hi?re for CDEuidermUon, bringait WsBM 
the A mericui fwopl* ot C^lifpratt, to-di^, to 
aak their decison upon the grest rol^|s<t sf 
negro luftafc^ It u the moit moisSBtoas iMftS 
ever addreeeed to |bublie optnioai, and snAtssss 
the politica] protpectj of all partiss, ss wsU ss 
the duration akid dcitinj of ovr R s pshHasB hl- 
■titutJDna. 

Fifteen yean sn, ^hm. Oi* dsipoCimi of 
■laTrry wn at Ihe Eogbl and plentftads sf its 
power, and every tnlereett eociel and poKtissI, 
Rub^eiwd jti eodi, Califomia, in draltiBg ft 
Cotiititatjon ai one of the iDverejgn Sti^Si sf 



« yeadj 
lupbdoii 



upon I tional Uv vityn her limit*, in Isyiqg 



na alJ ■ ihii broad principle of libt-rtj and adf-goffsm- 

— rVths 

. , ^ „ _. ,^^ -„ -, ., , _--^ — -I noi aeeire lo WWOgniss 

of the negro population in ! tae negn? a« * mtA, nor to ^krtts Ua sa s 



Tt but thej etatBpd to be i^oidsd by sn 
of the Learned Blicketonef m his theory 



Amsricsn aofl, Snd psyisg tsxea 

aerersl MiLUOif of doilsre, and uphold 

the inetituddna of oar eonunon country, ae' re- J ment, her cltLieni were Dot 

cenUydemooatrsted by the employment of two vpitix of 76 i they did not detin to 

haa«ued thoiaaapMl of the negro population in ! tae negn? a« * mtA, nor to 

the Ists fKst febsUion«— vhoas eoun^ ind j brother, 

loyalty hsTsbMn tsatified to bymsny diitin- 1 axiom o ^ 

suiahed eommshders, snd whose whole record I upon the ori|pn of goTernmenta, whme hs ss- 
bss nerer been diignesd by s soule bladi I •eru that *' The only true and naursl foonds- 
tnitor. we would moat rmpsetlmlT aek of ' tioiu of vxrietf are the wanti aild fiasn of its 
your honoisbls bodiea, in mw of t£e above | indJTlduaU/' The mtn of New Entlsndbutii 
multiplied merits, sn amendment to the Coniti- and education who nerciKd a prvoonunsting 
ttttion of the 8tsts of Califomis, in Sectiau let, I influence, comprehending the magnitods sf tins 
Artids II, of asid Constitution, M thst the Mdne I dli^tum, and ttimulated by the LannM^- - 
B^Jr resd ss hercinsfUr set forth, to the end ^d ■^rultmal rtKiuTtei optried to 
thst Americsn citissns of ^^Kesn deeontf, and ' ^ ' 

sneh other pers<ms of Afiiesa dcaecnt la may 
hsTS prorided to bseosM citisens, may be ad* 
fluttca to the righu of Sufrags snd Cicucoehip 
of the Ststs of CsUfomis. 
Bsspsetlhlly sttbmtttsd, 

R. A. Hall, 

W. H. Yatm. 

E.P. VtriMX, 

J. R. STAtttEr^ 



D. W. RraouM, 

OONSTTTUTION OF CAUFOHKU. 
II. 

RiOBT OP SVFPBAOI. 



could not Utlerati a mjwttm lb it 

man with hie hundred doot, , ^^ _. 

■Li Tea, to compete with tae brains, ths sns^gy 
and toil of the ume number of white fkesptsn. 
Thet knew they owed fealty In rnm innml sm 
ind capedieot furtive dave lawt, bntthegrcstsr 
bw of aeLf preeerration outweigih «1 sU suppoisd 
obtigaiioiii and consecrated the rtrgin aofl sf 
'Unt yoitnf Slate to freedouL Sir, we hsTt lived 
and pn)iper«d under the expertmeat, thnmgh 
Ihe dcTajtatiaiii of flcKkdt and flree, snd HesTsn 
itHl contiauet to biete the Land. Hie nmChrss 
that prompted the adoption of a flrss eon stitn - 
tion m I SAO, we» those of poLt^, ead srs 
equally paramount naw upon the eipsdisnqr.ef 
nc^ lufln^H CaJifornui did not setiTsly 



SteHam 1— ETcry msle citissn of the United jrtieipate in the conlict of the great rebellion t 
Btstes, of the a^ of twenty-one ycsrs, who tbaU the has no stni to atone for to her disloysl 
hsTS been s resident of the Ststs six monthe element for ihe cDtombing of thouasads of 



sest nreceding the^elcetion, snd the county 
distaet in whieh he'elaims his Tote, thirty dan, 
ihiUbeentidedtoToCest sU deetioiu which 
sre pow, or heresfter msy hs sathori^ed bf 
Isw: proTided, that nothing hereia contained 
shsU be (oastrued to prevent the Legitiature, 
by s two-Chirds eoaeurrent Tot^ from admitiing 



tiTelypar. 
rebelhont 



Sou them chjTah7 : but when drew! 
ment nearly neutraliied the dKciency sf the 
GoTemment, when^oLd and eii^er were like 
drops Qf precioui. blood ooiing from s dcMying 
bodj, her budv lona drained ber tdUs snd TSh 
Leys to retud tue inJIation of a papsr curreneyi 
to restore confidence to the farmer, the nm- 
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ifkaMfoliHi Amm, «■§ 



tmj wmmhf ibB taiM H 
m the rlnaii, m tb« fiBHl 
ploMfc%tke MfMlk wmtn oT Ikt Ifi irii 'ikf Www 't iiii l i Mora tke Imt, sot from 

SiQ«vcrbytkci;MmraM,who hm (oa — ^ lawiHi to oM Iwr kvo, iteple jraliM 




thrt dMy ikoali ksra • toim m oe- 

' itopoverau Tfcey 

I te dMsronno 



irilcfoo over tho loyal Mgro* 
oovcfaaenc ihtj konrt 
tke foBily of aotioQO? 



iiiifimi iMta^ ^^^^ ^ ,„,w,ifini 

tofrnlo- l o ngi I ■■ n w lTo d mco, b«t f 

li*f tbo iMtotkodocMioa of AttonMSF-OoMnl Baiteo, 

OMfffi- oai tfco fOHigwtioM — d iriBBioM o oTft blaek 

WmI- MM a oft kM i%l«a iB tke l^shrat tribonak of 

o olrikc tke bud. If tko people of frw and pnncaaiTO 





d r — g dbeiBue the world Ibt preCendiBr to be 
. gorcraed hj that idbliaw couAadoa that i 
OKWch to qairer the fipe oi darce ** all aas free aad emaL" 
thoee who reioicodat the maieacreol Uakmeol- It m vfed by C opp eihr a d aaaBee and otnpidi- 
diers opon the bloodr pbiaa of Fort Pillow, t^, that the «egro m too ignoraiit to vote. May 
eannoc atteac the fixed detenniiatioB of ualecl- f aot leauad the aathora of thie craaire and 
iof hearta. A thootand pardomngo from i 
lenient Prendent, a viUioB Toieea aooodiiig t' 
redeeming grace of God'a eternal w< 

nercr remove the d a mnin g prejodiee ^ 

the negro, and vnappeaaable hatred no-jriah tnea, «nt3 ont of a acrntnde of two hundred 
ed againat Yankee entcrprieea, Yankee ingenai- \ and if^ yeara, they bnTO not onlymade a 

ty and Yankee aooeeaa. The o ^ -#-._«.--«. * ..- ._ . 

reeonetmcted (ioremment and 

people are not yet appoaaed to 1 

of defeat ; they are of a pnmd and rerengcAd 

•pirit, educated 'in the opinion that they were 

bom torule, anddispenaewhatererimmnnitiea ^ ^, 

maiy aocnie ; they hare not yet rdinqoiihed the I waa fmrnfial to their ftdl derekipmcnt, it hi 
fourpoeee they iought to aecoinpliah upon the ! made them a nc^ bom raee lookinc through 
Ikld of battle; they are determined agam to be long viata of departed yeara, and monriiing ji 
in power, to curb the detpiaed Yankcea in all : over the peat b a r ba ria m of the Iraee. Thanh ■! 
their iams, and grind deeper down in deapair i Ood, air, tli^ are in Ameriea, and eapoeially in " 



oppenenta of a{ which m a power of atrength among civiliacd 
d of a renniled j m an kind , bat they hare icaicd a nafionaHty 
th« hnmiKaticn > which ia coczlenaiTe with the ine and ftitnra 




the unprotected negro. To perfect thia nnholy i our beloved Cdifemia, no logger diaeoidant In 
purpose, they may be seen merging with Short '■ feeling. Erery heart morea by the toneh of 
and Long Uaira,^yiiig under every deeeptive j that cnoid which reverberatea the aacred anthem 
banner, apreading their canvas to catch the ; of freedom i they are no longer content with 
popular breeie of the grrat People's Party, and \ the inklinga that escape the white oppr e as o e o* 
m order to mislead, divide and acatter these ' tongues, becaoae they have too often heard 
great elemenu of Unionism, founded upon the . tho^e tongues one moment breathing dovmrt 
patriotism of the immortal Lincoln, tney are prayera to the Majesty of Heaven, and then 
endeavoring to arouse the vulgar ^passions of ' again, almoet in the same brr*th, uttering avita 
the ignorant upon false issues agaust the ne- upon the weak and deapised. I he fake dntltt 

. I. !•.-_ ..-* 1. 01 superstition liave ceased to encomberthtir 

nndentandings, and truer oraelea in the ] 



K*« undoubted claims to equality before the 
. I am here, sir, though of humble social 



position, and without notoriety, t.) warn thoee 
who are conservators of the public peace, in 

whose* —-.•-— — — L * 

•oweU . 

loyal heart and well directed vote of the i ^ , ^ 

slKHild now be summoned to counteract the , useful information where it was never tasted or 
deep laid schemes of involving this nation in known before. 

another revolution — not a revolution swayed by ' The prem, that migfatr pendulum of human 
vast armies, complete nsvies, and millts^ he- liberty, is now partly wielded by An^o-African 



of refined colored men are refiecting tho Kvii^ 

- __ ^ ^ ,.-. light of truth ; blach men are making and vt- 

B places another generation, perhaps not ' cording their own history r vritingUicir own ' 
•U eaperienced, are soon to stand, that the ! literature ; Coining their own poema ; prop n r ii ^ 
heart and well directed vote of the negro | their own school teachers, and diaaeminatiag : 
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the atreeu of Boston, demurred, and Um 
onee humble dependenciei are now a migb^ 
and expanding nation. I need not ciu tM 
maasacre of ^t Bartholomew, where the poor 
but faithful Hugiuenot bit the dust of persecution, 
the horrors of the Spanish inquisition, and the 
inhuman cruelties oi the monster I'hilin the 
Second — all of which have been justified oy aa 
potent argument as that now produced in oppo- 
sition to the negro's eleration. The negro'a 
ri^ht to Tote is indisputable, because wherever 
lus mind, baa been educated he has given the 
same evidences of proficiency, because he haa 
measured steps with the highest perfection of 
man's courage, by three times signally rescuing 
I the country from the most impending dangers ; 



ffenius. Refined by the great variety of leam- 

ug that is open to all, it is eifecting a mighty 

woriL and changing the tide of events t its col- 
umns are perused m the mausions of rulers, the 

halls of Ic^slation, the sacred precincts of the 

judiciary, and the humble cabin of the miner ; 

It U emancipating the minds of those in wisdom 

and power nrom error, while it teaches its less 

favored votaries the grand principles upon 

which governments are foundea, and its raluta- 

rv prerogatives over all its subjects. Our peo- 
ple, being accustomed to act as dinected, are 

quietly but surely receiving the tiew li^ht that 

is breaking in upon them, and in anucipation 

of a higheir sphere of action, are mastering the 
; difficulties or language, the intricacies of social ^ , . „ „ . 

; and political law, and the breadth and scope of j because the wise men who lived about the time 
i Constitutions. What class of citisens are they i the National Government waa framed, gave 
1 1 who would smother the infant eiforts of a strug- j black men the right to vote in North Carolina, 

I gling race, just emerging from the darkness of jViginia, Maryland, Delaware, and many other 
,| a long night into the bright beams of a dawning j slave States, without detriment to the general 
;i day ? Can it be the noble bom American who ; weal ; and it is a historical fact, that there is no 

II will refuse us the right to drop a ballot as well word, no line, nor article, interpretative or con- 
'\ as to aim a bullet ? They should recollect that \ structive, embodied in the great instrument, 
'{ their hours of youth, their daya of manhood, that invslidates the rijo^hts of freemen, white or 
I and their decline of years, have been tenderly black, from its adoption, eighty odd years ago, 
i watched by the negro's kindness since the Ke- down to the infamous dogma uttered by Roger 

public was rocked in infancy. Can it be the ', B. Taney (oh, that execrable name, equal in 
;! warm and generous-hearted Irishman, who first . infamy with the notorious Jeffries), the Dred 
i; received here, in his adopted country, those >Scott decision, enunciating that black men had 

SIS of liberty that reverted his imagination no rights, because God so willed the color of 
k to the heroic death and epitaph of Emmet, their skins, — ^has left an indellible stain upop 
sifted eloquence of Walton, and the patri- American jurisprudence, which in a free countrr 
' otic lessons of the incomparable O'Conncll, — should be the most important and useful to all 
I whose thrilling tones ever went to the hearts of classes of men. Why, sir, the spotless fame of 
! men for liberty and equality to all races of men ? Storey and Marshall inll nearly become tarnish- 
i: Sir, do not teU me it is the honest and toiling edln veneration of future generations through 
•' German, whose fatherland has so long kept the the very process of contact that seated such a 
:' undimmed fires of freedom and independence man upon the same bench or under the same 
so brightly burning. Whv is it the charmed roof where they dispefised the Godlike attri- 
land tMt cradled renowned Luther and moulded butes of itistice, Th^ word white, Mr. Presi- 
; the transcendont genius of Schiller. ^Vhen did dent, in the Constitution of California, is anti- 
' these people prove recreant ? For their love republican — at variance with the good sense 
and struggles for liberty have illumed all Eu- and magnanimity of her people, repugnant to 
: rope and the world, from the dread confiicts of many of her sister States, mconsistent with 



! ; life and fortune to the maintenance of the rights China and Japan. We, as black ^len, concede 

: j of man ? Have they degenerated from the dec- the fact that a few years since, when oiyr inte- 

^i trie of the Marseillaise battle hymn of liberty, rest was mingled with slavery and degradation, 

! or will they attempt to wipe from memor}' the and when the interest of this fiourishing State 

; aspirations of their sincere but dreamy Lamar- '' was under the dominion of such satellites as W. 

i; tine? To all these people of different n»ces, ' M. Gwin, and P. T. Herbert, and J. B. Waller, 

' I speaking different languages, and' having di- '. that the black race had nothing^ to look for bitt 

' verse notions of the true policy of the American ' cold indifference and contemptible hatred t but 



Government, I know that plausible ar||^ment [ now that' the country is reeling upon the brink 
will be produced by our antagonists scainst the < of ruin, with a yawning ebyss of destruction 
{ j negro's right to equality before the Uw. But i awaiting to receive its crumbling wreck, we aak, 
1 1 every righteous cause has always been assailed I calmly but firmly, shall we not be allowed onee 
1 1 by subtle argument and almost convincing logic, j more to prop its flighty superstructure, so that 
{ It is little over the lifetime of temperate men | it may stand the ravages of^time? Remember, 
II when England's most astute sUtesmen endea- 1 men in power, the vast responsibilities resting 
i ; vored to make America believe that jOeorge IIL | upon your judgment Other nations have pasa- 
j; had a divine right to impose upon the mfant I ea through somewhat similar ordeals like youra 
Ij colonies << taxation without represenution (" before they became strong and ^consolidated ; 
1 1 but Patrick Henry, in the Houae of Burgessea but none like yours have ever been seen trying 
j of Virginia, and black Cripsus Attucks, in to devise escapes from the strongest and moat 

; . — — 1- . — 



rejabkclnMatofliwirfnpott. Ifvoawtia- 
•pirtd bTthiit pstriodim that tiakt all connde- 
ntion 0^ prefudiee, to the crMtncM and gloty 
of Amcrin't ftitiiR, then all will be welL But 
if espediency and narrow contraeted Tiewt gor- 
cm jbm covndla, a»d dMvnaustakable purpoae 
of I *WbM authoritj be diarcgarded, tkn, like 
tibe penrerae nationt of old, ^rand and now 
beandftii Aaaerica will bo min^inf with their 
■onMfring docay> 



of Independence { if this aentiment ia 
wrong, why do not the Ameriean peepit blot it 
fron their political creed P If itia nght, then we 



aet ffarth in the IXcdaration eT Ameriem laie- 
pendeqpe"— vpon which reata the foundation ef 
the Republio. That declaration aeto forth that 
"AU BMn are created equal" in huaan righta, 
or hoTe the aame natural righta, which man 
cannot juatly faiTade or take away ; and that to 
aecnre these righu equally to aU men, ** Oov- 
emmenu are eatabliahed among men, deriving 
their iuatpoweri from the conaent of the gor- 
CTned.** Thia ia the doctrine of the Decbura- 

Aflter Mr. Hnll had concluded, Rat. Mr. 
Moore said : 

MB.PaisiDBiiT:-Onriaing toaddreaathia •PP«1 ftj our natural rjght to "li^uality bdbre 
CouTention upon the momentou. subject (po. = ^^^ - 1«?« ^^ ^i.*»^?l?*f" 
Utical fnnchSe), the first great ri^t of m|~!««5^ Uiw own Repubhcan prindplea, 
American eitiie^ which we ^depi?Ted of in T^»» Uieyjiolate when they refoae ua the 
thU State by a Constitutional prohibition, I am i "^Bt orsuflTage. 

aware, sir, that for me to attempt to supersede We ask for our rights, upon the nrindple of 
the able speech of the genaeman who haa just our loyalty ; we have nerer ewfim Ihlaely to the 
taken his seat— whose masterly oratory, stiringi^'OTemment; we have nCTcr taken up arms 
pathoA, and thundering eloquence, haa captured aguiut it,— we have never attempted to betray 
every thought in the house such an attempt ^^ lato the hands of foreign powers. This is what 
by me would be the vainest actof my life. Yet, no other race of men can truthfully aseert in 
.sir, I cannot let this great question of our right I America. We have prayed for it— fotwht for 
to the political francUse pass, without adding a it— bled for it, and perished by thousanda in iu 
word in behalf of our claim to that right ! defence. 

I wish, sir, to make a few remarks u|>on the j We make our i^peal upon the principle of 
mund of our appeal to the State Legislature our patriotisas. t\ e have consecrated every 
for the concession of our right of suilrage, by • battle-fiekl of the country with our blood, to 
an amendment to the SUte Constitution, so as maintain iti existence, from our love to the 
to secure to us this God given right. ^ The countrv, while it thrusU ua with a cold heart 
Chairman of the Committee on Franchise, in his and viAainous hand from all ita political righta 
very profound remarks on presenting the able and immunitiea. We rallied around ita only 
report, made a brilliant allusion to the une- standard of hope and fouchtin, deadly battle, 
« . . *-, . . . . . . . - . * doi * 



staked upA the battle-field, in a c)iance at war. Bunker Hill to Richmond, where black Ameri- 
From this point he presented a Lisiteilv appeal can warrion. now sleep in their bloody winding 
as a basis of our claim. Now, sii to tnis cate- sheets, in thousands. No race on American 
gory of argument in favor of our sacred cause, soil, haa given such proof of patriotism as the 
we wish to contribute. Sir, in the outset we black race; without boasting, we challenge a 
appeal to the Legislature of a Christian people refutation of this position. We ask histonr, 
for our right of suilrage, upon the broad princi- has any other nation on earth, under the light 
pie of human justice, as taught by the great of Christianity, ( but America ), disfranchised 
rule, " Do unto othen as you would they should its most loyal and patriotic citiaena ; prelierring 
do unto vou. ' Ask tLem, if, in our stead, , to grant franchise to thoee that have demred 
they woulu be willing to consent to such inius- ' and aimed to destroy the G over nm ent ? We 
tice as .we suffer by them. Would the> like : ask our Government to be aa Republiean aa 
such treatment <t our hands? If hunest in England, though prononnced a tyrannical mon- 
their answer, they ^^11 tell us no. Ask them archy. She gives her Medk and her wliiicitiiens 
if it was wrong for England to impose upon - alike orivQcgea in political franchiae ; while in 
their forefathers ** taxation without representa- ] Republican America, white eitisena onkr have 
tion?** They must answer yei, or condemn ; the universal privilege of suffirace. We aak 
their revolutionary fathers. Ask them if taxa- i for our right to "Equality befbre the Law* upon 
\[ tion without reprcsentotion was any greater in- '. the prinaple, that, if it doee not d e giada the 
I i justice imnosed upon their forefathers, by Eng- whiter^an to fight along aide of the negro on 
: ': land, than as imposed upon us by the law of ' the battle-field to aave the eoontrjr, or aave the 
this Sute? if candid, the^ will answer no — : lives of white American citixena, it wHl not de- 
Why, then, will a Christian peofJe commit ' grade white men, to vote side by side with ne- 
such a flagrant wrong, which they soToudly con- 1 groes, to preserve a Republican form ef 0<»v- 



demn in others ? >\niy will they perpetrate a ' emment, and preserve the country hvm i 
knowing wrong upon a people because they j war, which it does not require inapiration to 
know that they have not power to vindicate by j predict, if the claims of justice are not peted 
force their just righta? {out in Government afbirs. We claim our 

We appeal to them upon the principle of righte of suffrage upon the pound that the op- 
man's natural equal righu, as vindicated and ponents of our rignt to " rlquality before tne 
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Law," have nerer adduced • tingle aound ar^- 
ment to proye what they raiae as an objeetioo 
to our right of tuffirage { that it, that it wiU 
degrade the white man, deterioate the Saxon 
r^, amalgamate the two races, and take the 
countrv out of white men's hands. We can 
prove by calling the historjr of the country to 
our support that the spirit that opposes the 
black man's risht to "Equality oefore the 
Law," has been Mptised by the venr institution 
of the country, (suvery), that has been fostar- 
inff for two and a half centuries, the very evils of 
wfich our enemies pretend to fear. 

The thirteen original Sutes, at one period of 
their history, ( all but South Carolina), allowed 
their colored citizens to vote ; and history does 
not place a single fact upon record, showing 
that granting the' negroes the right of suffrage 
in any of those States enji^endered amalgama- 
tion of the black and white races, or that it 
caused a deterioration of the Saxon race, nor 
was the Government ever threatened Vith black 
sovereignty. No ! this was not the fear of po- 
litical power in the black man's hand ; it was 
slavery looking out for its own interest, feared 
the free negro in political power ; because he 
was of the enslaved race, ana in stronger sym- 
pathv with the slave ; it took its stand-point in 
9qutn Carolina, and swept from the negro's 
hand. the ballot box in every State it could in- 
fluence politically ; and it is the spirit of slavery 
that now opposes negro suflrage throughout 
the land. 

We hurl back with scorn and contempt the 
frequent intimation of scurrilous newspapers 
that granting us ** Equality before the Law," 
would induce us to thrust ourselves into :he 
society of the whites. Notwithstanding they, 
through their beloved institution of slaveiy, 
have thrust their race upon us, — we want it to 
be particularlv understood, we never have had 
ana are not likely to have, any particular fond- 
ness for the Saxon race above our own. What- 
ever isolated cases of amalgamation of the two 
races have occurred in any part of the country, 
on marriage principles, on the part of the 
whites it has been mostlv the Irish, who pm^ 
tend to be the most violent enemies of necro 
rights ; and what is a remarkable truth, that 
I where such coniug^ unity takes place, while the 
{party of the Celtic race retains his caste or 
social standing, the party of the African race 
looses his caste or social standing generally 
among his sable brethren, of the higher order of 
society. We appeal to every true American whose 
voice shall resound in the proud capital over 
which the glorious stars and stripes shall float, to 
give us our ri^ts in the name and snirit of the 
murdered anoimmortal Lincoln, wno sealed 
our rights with his hallowed blood, who said 
this people, (the colored), ought to have 
" Equality before the Law." 

Upon Uiese logjical principles we make our 
simple, unsophisticatea and earnest appeal to 
every friend of justice and humanity—every 
RepubliMn, true Union loving man and Chria- 
tian, in the Legislature, in the State and in the 



country. In vindication of our hol^ eauat, we 
appeal to every true Union journal in the State 
%nd on^e Pacific coast, wnile vra shall alio 
supplicate with Cliristian fervor, the Great 
Sovereign of all men, and of all nations of men, 
and the absolute defender of human righta, 
and all great principles in. his moral gQvem- 
ment; to Him also will we appeal for an inters 
posing hand" in the defence of our j^rtoos 
cause, while there is a sable American son to 
plead for justice to his race. This is our land 
where we nave had our birth, for it we lia?t 
fought and bled, here we will remain, aa a rifle, 
until eternities thunders shake us from tins 
soiL 

The dftbatc was further continued by 
Mr. K. H. Siiiall, who said he would be 
false to hit coustitueutH and to his princi- 
ples if be did not express his own and their 
sentimeuts of the adoption of tbo report 
a^d the memoi-iat or petition. In urging 
our claim to e<iual rights we should occu- 
py the highest position ; we should be im- 
portunate and persistent ; we should re- 
quest of the Legislature the privilege of 
telling our own story ; we should have our 
orators, men of eloquence, to address the 
Legislature on that important subject ; we 
should also have our agents and orators to 
canvass the State, and appeal to the peo- 
ple. There is nothing more powerful than 
eloquence to sway the minds of the peo 
pie. We should, by our orators, present 
stirring, eloquent appeals to the domi- 
nant race for our rights. There is. nothing 
of greater influence than the living, breath- 
ing ag^nt. The press is also an impor- 
tant element in this matter, and we should 
support our newspapers, as afeajless, out- 
spoken periodical is greatly needed. We 
have many white friends whose papers 
speak nobly in our favor ; but we catt 
best tell our own story, and advocate our 
own 'cause. He was in favor of adopting 
the report 

On the concfusion of Mr. Small's re- 
marks the report of the Committee oo 
Elective Franchise was adopted. 

Rev. T. M. D. Ward, Chairman of the 
Committee on Industrial Pursuits, pre- 
sented the report of the Committee, which 
he prefaced with appropriate remarks. 
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m— That it wiD eSBctnally settle the too fr»- 
^Miit iaeiirtioBe of hoetile Indiane. 



We. the Couttttee^to vhoawM taMCMdi IV— It will gr^ add to the wedth of the 
Jiedutyof reportinir on ladMtrbl Piinoite, wmtry. m thecultjrrtioiiof edlMentbiideeiid 
heg kftTe to Mibmitthe fcOovmc: the derelopmwt of the mmenl reeoufeee of • 



^ Committcv. 



WHEftEAS,theaphoriMBloMniieeexpmeed »Jth»to nnexploiwl portion of the great Peofic 
that the indolent thaU eat the braad of iOROw,.**^-. ^. mi ^ ^ . .^ 
haabeen abundanUy eonobocated hy the eape-' V— That it will aflbid labor toa claas of peo- 
rienceof thepaat,thereibfeitisaa ordinatSon ^ I^^^JJTVf^^J^P? ^ aapuationa 
of God. that loan •ban eon hit bicadbythe •wAorougWy idfnt^ with Ae w^^ 
•weatofhis brow; toil and •ufcring. care and .l*«?y "!?* «*«n;,«'*^ Amencan R^ 
•orrow. are in this life ow allotted inheritance.! * *''J^ ^5?? ^«>» j«y meinreMible. a» 
Would we command the icapectof the ruling ' <"^ ^ ^ P'*'^*^ "^^^'"'^■'^ ^'^ ^ ^^*<<^^"*<*^ 
claM, we mutt poeaeea a knowledge of mechan- ^^^ •«**«* and p««atent determination to be- 
um. become owner, and lillert of the soil, aban- £^ o'^""* of the eod of their own fruitftd 
don the cities, drop menial employments and ^^uti. •» •« n v 

become producers as well as con«umers. We, I jj y ^*'** 

In our conTcnticnal capacity, conceiTe it to be I j p ^!!^![** 

the imperatiTC duty of parcnta and guardians I j* ji^^jme^ 

to gire their sons trades and teach them the j Bj^,, Camiwell, 

dignity of labor. He who will not work shall Aabox L. Jacuox, 

not eat, is the stem declaration of Saeni Writ, \ E p. Uilkix. 

The young men who spend their time in idle- 1 IIcmkm L. Koueim, 

ness, or what is still worse, in following to- | EowAmn W} Pamue, . 

cations which not onlr infringe upon the ciril 

law but comes in conAct with the higher law of The following Preamble and Rrsolution 
Heaven, should be reminded that the entrance vwi offered by J. R. Starkey : 
into wduttrial pursuits alone will secure to ' '' \: 

them health, wesJth, contentment and respect. ' Whebeas, It is often asserted that there is a < 

Therefore be it Resohed. ^^^P «»«« ^ «•>««*. inhabitanU of this ; ; 

, -» . J .V 1 J 1 i^tate. m nutters appertaining to their political 

.\-J^\J'^r^^^^^^.^^V^^ int'^Utandwbef^irtheSrmonyprW^ ji 

of the I'aci fie >tates and Temtopes, to secure j^ ^ ConTcnUon, the friendly feelii^ esisd^g ! ' 

farms, purchase homest^ds. enter largely mto ^ ^ unanimitv of action, Yul^^taadkU :i 

quaru and other branches of mining, engage in ^^^ „,ertion, l^it therefa;e ^ 

mechanical and manufacturing occupations and ' „ t-j.nL.. *v . # *i. l 

eagerly embrace eyerv method and j^portunity ' r^Jf^^^ ^"i the return of the membm 
wSchwiU insure prifit. honor an^Vdepen- ""^ ^.S?^;!!!^, ? their «onstitnents,Aey 1 
dence r -* r- exert their utmost-influence to breate a unity m j 

l-Th.t»urcoIo«d t»d«r.. ..eh«ue.»d «~HV ;^ «««<»-««« ««»~'«^P~P>« ^ 
manufacturers, receive from us every encour- , . , ' ^ . 
agement possible. ( AdopU*d, nem, con. 

J^ Z:^^^.^^,i^Sl:^^l\^->^^^-- WM rocoi«,a from 
principle of joint stock companies, putting the ^f- Henry \\ illinmson of Sacramento, in- 
price of shares at such a rate as will make them forroing the ConvcotiOD that he owned a 
.ec«.riUe to ^1 el»M. of men. . ^j^j ji,^^ j„ ^^,^ ^ ^^^^ ^ 

4.— That where our men have not the money -v j* n n j j t -j \t^ * n 
wherewith to buy (arms, that they be advised ^'"'"^ *<> «^"- ^^ad «nd laid oo the table 
to unite in companies and rent lands for agri- j Benediction by the Chaplain, 
cultural purposes. | Adjourned. 

6. — That we urge upon the people of thisi 

coast to seek unsettled lands and pre-empt' 

them, as is the right of every American citiaen. | 

6.— That a (*ommittee of three be appointed • *Wfd Da7.-Bv«niag Biaaioa 

^A' P!!"3\hl\!!!niJi!S^?*;f fiLm"^^ ^ CoDTention met at 7 o'clock, in the A. 

dienc}- of the cmplo}-ing of from twenty to for^ %# « m l o xl ^ a » ^t & 
thousand freedmen on the great Pacific Rail- . M. E. Church. Seventh Street. In the nb- 
! road, and to petition tiM honorable the Legisla- gonce of the President and Vice Prctidentl, 
l;rto°4J;«r^J.j!Sr!SbWin:T.j:;Mr^^ -.-.ppomtcd Pr«kle,t 

nil <;ovemment a^ to them may seem fit, for pro tern. 

the following reasons: j pray^r by the Chaplain. Roll called. 

1— To speedily complete tMs great National Minutes of last meeting read and approTcd. 

*"lj!^"?e value and the :;heapness of Uie Ubor j ^*'''^* ^^^^ ^^ »Pec«»l ^^^ O^ *>««• 
sought I ness be deferred half an boor. Carried. 
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The Import of The Bntineatf Committee 
was further discussed, and the iepar«ic 
resolutions adopted. 

Myved, that a PublishiDg Committee cif. 
iive members be appointed, to publish the 
proceedings of this Convention in pamph- 
let form. Carried 

The Chairman appointed the following 
as the Publishing Committee, 

P. A. Bell, E. P. Duplex, 

J. J. Moore, W. H. Christopher, 

E. A. Clark. 

To which, at the suggestion of the Chair- 
man of the Committee, was added the name 
of J. Madison Bell. 

The time having expired, the special 
order was called up. 

Rev. J. II. Ilubbard, Chairman of the 
Committee ort Public Morals, pru8t'nted 
the following report, which was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Whereas, there are no features in the char- 
acter of any people more ennobUng and eleva- 
ting, than a strict obaenrance of the principles 
of .Morality and Religion, and at our encmiet ea- 
gerly graap every opportunity to mistrepreaent 
our eondition and maUgn our character ; there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved— Th^t we recommend to our 
brethren a more consistent course than inveftt- 
ingtheir means in gambling-houaes and bar- 



ReMtlved — That we adjure our brethren 
throughout the Sute, to adhere faithfully to 
the teachings of .Morality and Religion, which 
will shed lustre around tha pathway of their 
lives and give credit to the race. 

Aeao/veS— That we abhor and discountenance 
liecentiousness, — ^that this violation of God's 
law, disgrace, penury, and the bane of domestic 
happiness, may disappear from our midst 

iitfo/rerf— That we admonish our brethren to 
shun the* intoxicating bowl as they would the 
embrace of a deadly serpent. 

Jlet o/vetf— That the practice of gambling, the 
desolator of thousands of otherwise happy 
homes, the goal of fervent hones and hi|^h aspi- 
rations, the precursor of early dissolution, re- 
ceives our uncompromising denuntiation. 
J. H. HUBB.%U>, ) 
J.J.Moore, S Committee. 

P. KELLCrCWOETH,) 

Rev. J. H. Hubbard, Chairman of tha 
Committee on Condolence, presented the 
following : 

Reaoliitioiis at CoadeStoom. 

WHEREAS, man's frailty is a fixed conclusion, ; 
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 1 



OS unawares ; and as sines the assembling of ov 
last Convention, our brethren sad eo-lsborers, 
John O. Wilson and Wro. N. Bedford, have 
been summoned to the Bar of '^the Triune Ood ; 
therefore, 

ileeo/wtf— We lament their loss but submit 
to the ruling of-that l*ruvidential handwhieh 
doeth all things weU. 

- ileso^Mtf— The down-trodden and proscribed, 
have lost in thesis earnest sympathissn and 
sealous laborers. 

iles»/wtf— The State has lost in them, bmb 
whose hearu throbbed alike for the undying 
principles of liberty sad the perpetuity of the 
Uovemment. 

ii^so/vei/— They being dead, do sneak, snd 
history of the reverend chronicler of the grave, 
will proclaim in trumpet tones, to g cne rstio ns 
unborn, they, as true, men, wore with impa- 
tience^ the yoke of proaeripUon. 

ifeso/ved^When in after years, the roll sf 
California's truest sons shall be eaUcd, whfle 
the names of W. H. Newby and John Freeman, 
shine with resplendant brightness, those of 
John O. WOson and WUKam N. Bedfoid, will 
occupy a conspicious place upon the list 

Resolved— M*t, the repreeentitivi^ of the 
colored eitisens of (California, tender to the 
friends and relatives of the deceased, ow hesrt- 
felt sympathy. 

J H Hubbard, ) 

P. Kelungworth, > Committee. 

R. U. Small, ) 

The RcHolutions were adopted, after 
which, Mr. Hubbard delivered an eloqueftt 
eulogy. 

The President having arrived, Mr. Small 
vacated the Chair. After the eulogy was 
delivered, the resolution from the Businev 
Committee to appoint a State Executive 
CominittcKe of one from each Judicial Dis- 
trict, wa.s taken up, when it was moved 
that a Committee of five member^be ap- 
pointed to nominate, a State Executive ^ 
Committee Carried. 

The President appointed 

P. A..B«11, J. R. Starkey, 

E. A. Clarke, Jas. Cefos, 
W. U. Christopher. 

The following t*i*eamble and resolutions 
were presented by the Sacramento Dele- 
gation. They were read, and, on motion, 
ordered to be publishtHl in tlie minutes : 

Whereas, We, the delegates chosen by. the 
poeule of the city and county of Sacramento, to 
meet in Convention on the 25th day of Oct 
1868, and act in conjunction with delegates ac- 
credited from the several counties of the State 
of. California, beHcve that the time has come 
when every man of color should aim at the elt- 
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virtiMofhis nee; Mid to db tUe,- wm meet 
«aite is adTeaeiiif ■leeyrei vbich elMll ksve « i 
timinrj to etwegtheM owr iaiMaee wkk ma' 
man hrond riti«m», ^krrfhf be il 

IbMlietf—lhet it m witk pride wt cite the 
fcctttketiathoeetftetfe wkanSm we Wve tbe 



vater oflibertj, we deein to here eiteadcd to 
•w chOdrea fleeter edoeetieMl CKifitiee, ni 
JMtketoMaere lew ebidi^g end tax pagrmff 
people* j 

tmj eooree other then ooe celevletod to pro- 1 

Moto hensoay, union of tliooxht and aetion 

aaonget as, at teieadal to ow iatcreet ae a 

people. 

"^ AtmhiJ That we .woold ,be imtrae to ow 



light of franchiee, there knot on reeoidanin- 
etaneeof oorhaTingabneedthepririleaei that 
aa we have stood bjr the «de of the UMon, lib- 
or^ and Jnatiee, with the bejfOMt, eo 
do with the' " 



half 



laee, nnlcee we pledged ouieehres to try hj all 
i^and i ^ acss b l e ni<na^ to iaiprMB on * 
doounaat.nce, that tKe^ eovntry is onlT 
saTed, slavery only half abolished and tne 
hut half ended, undt all of the disabling laws 
which were the natural frutu of slavery are 
repealed, and uniTersal sofrage esiet in eveiy . 
Stato in the Union. j 

Bt'OiKiictiiin b\; the Chaplain. 

AdjotirDi-d. 



SATTRnAT, OCTOBEI 28tH. 

Fourth Dny.— Mbnitog SaaaioiL 

I'ruTcr by the Cba|*lain. Roll called. 
Miniileaof last nieetiD;;) read and appmred. 

Finance Cooiniittee.presi'ntcd their re- 
port an. follows : f 
ABKioot of funds coll«'Cti*d frooi 

tblrir l>fltYMt«^<. in »iT«»f«Uhce 

with' Ki^luti.»n-«3 i^h $90 00 

Ri^l of A. M. K Cburvb. .«^-t «ntk st.fl^ 00 
Kx\H'n**f. S'Xtou of M. H c\urtk. 

i^ixih i*!?!^! ft 00 

Uiiv of uliliit snd cbaire ~ t 00 

Slationvry 2 00 

I'lige t 00 

$20 00 

BalAne<» $04 00 

TIm* CommittiM' rf^ommpml that ibv balance in 
hand Im* culiifct to tbt* ordiT of thtf I'ublbhing 
Coniiaitt«e. 

Tlie re|K>rt wom n«loptcd. 

The Noiiiiouting Cummittcc rcqacatcd 
leave of almcncc for eoDstiltatitm. Granted. 

TIm.' rc|K>rt of the Biwiucn Committee 
was taken up. The nnfinished busincfM 
wan referred to the Executive Committee. 

The report of the loduMtrial Committee 



waa tnkoi^ap. MuTod, thni to nodi uC 
the report ns rcfc;ri to the PrcodiiM!ii, td 
the action neceaaary to employiiif tbrM 
OD railroada, be referred to Uic Cjuicgtlw 
Committee. Carried. 

Mr. Moc«e atotod that Mr. J. MnddrM, 
of Santa Clam, was an experienced fnmier, 
and be would suggest,- i« the s b w mc e of 
other boainemi, that he be reqnestrd to 
addreaa the CoBvention on that aniiject 
No' objection being made, Mr. Madden 
proceeded to addreaa the bouse? 

Mr. Madden said lie was bom in Soath 
Carolina, lived in town until a yoong man. 
when lie went to faming. Ilail never ex- 
perienced any of the hardships of planta- 
tion life, but bad leen the effects on othi*ra. 
Wlien he obtained his freedom he went to 
fanning, and bad probably niaile as much 
progreM as many who had been b«>rn 
free. lie is Hatisfied that farming is tbo 
most liealthy, lucmtive and independent 
bnsineM that can be pnmoed ; the |»rofitN 
are accruing while wc are sleeping. Uad 
moved from towns and cities, and went to 
Arkansds.; could not then imrchase forty 
acres of land ; when be left bo owned 
nearly a thousand acres. Farming gives 
cbamcter to any pei>plo. The colored 
people of Santa Clam are industrious, and 
mostly engaged in agricultoml and me- 
chanical pursuits. 

After Mr. Msdden had concluded, H was 
moved by/> R. F. Shorter, that a vote of 
thanks tS tended to the Exocnttfe Com- 
mittee of San Fmncisco for their noble and 
successful labors in originating and bring- 
ing about this ConventioB. Carried, unan- 
imously. 

Mr. Shorter said that Santo Qlam eooii- 
ty was with this Convention and its no- 
tions, in financial and other mattera, heart 
and hand. He was willing to offer bis 
life as a sacrifice, if necessary, to olitnin 
equal righto for bis people. He had oftrr- 
cd his hotisehold gods on the altar of frce> 
dom — he had sons and nephews in the 
army. lie wa" willing to forgive our ene- 
mies — but wo want dur righto. 
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31 r. Huvt (by permiKHion) ^jA^nmc^ 
the Con?cntioa on roattoni 4|ipc;rtainmg^ 
to the ^an^ja.] intercit of thb ci^nntry. 

Mr. Killipgworth, ot Santa Huah, Aftid 
hii coiiatitii«.'iitj} WKTii i^jllmg to austaiii 
the action of ihw CodvcdIiop^ bjr their 
mcaaa, and bj greater lacrificet, if necpft- 
Iftry. He VEUft born ft slare, lu wan ^ho 
hii irife^. ' He ii iM?yenty*flve yen™ old. 
At lixt^^'tvo be paid t3,000 Utr hlmsiill 
fttid wiA-v in Atliuita, Qyorgio. Lc»t bis 
wifu m this omritr)-, and her bom't Hi' iii 
the free Hoil of ¥A DMfudo, II u lb willing' 
to muke any iiAcrifia' for bia people. Ne* er 
receivcHl uuy HchuoHng;. what little be 
knew lie picked up. He wisJjed the 
joiitig- iH'nple wuuld prijflt by Attidf. Tlu' 
M;a-k niuii, ullbouf^h wronged by tlie 
wbiteit 'An* thv'iT W'nt friendn. Ue is chiw 
tnjtjjinif hU U'st dayn in freidoom and 
aiinmg hm children. Ue h very old now, 
and niUHt xoon iKpjirt ; he would not t\'u\ 
but gi> tf} nteep ami wuke in glory trUbtbfr 
angeli. 

Ret-. M. C, IIti;;pt ihid tfaiB Convent ion 
hiid ftivcri him more gratiGciit ion than any 
imiihir a!ti>4'nibla^ be hud ever ntiended. 
It is the ojH-iiinj; iif (lie NUiu^«jr the color- 
ed raei*. Was satifffied that the delibera- 
tions and actioDft of this (.'oovi'titten wniild 
couviiieu all of the ability of colored men 
to V'K***l<^te &>Ki claim their rights. Hcj 
was ph'AScd with the rehgi»fn$ reFerenco 
showed, and lM>|^'d G<k1 would remove all 
ol)«tA4 lei Oft th(* snlijcct of edacation, 
b? waft oppimed In asking for an enduw- 
uiont ; would conaider that a precedent 
fcir S(.*ctionul schools. Claim all your 
rights, — from I ho priin«try to the high 
scb(*ol. lie regrcted the Conreutiun had 
uot met iu his Church last night. It was 
a niihUDderijtaiidmg an the part of the 
SeitoiJ. iJe expected ihcy would have met 
ther*^ and thepr might have used at mnch 
f^sia as van wantt^]. He also said that 
AiilTrafr<: lielonfr« |q all men, whether foreij^it 
or to the manor born. As regards the Fe- 
nian r^'solution presented ycHterd ay, it may 
bc» a matter of CI pedieney, but ho did not 
always feel juHlilird m utiltLg poMey He 



always ritood up fi>r justice aod priuoiple, 
and rf juftJce feiU«, he is witling to fall 
with it. After eome more pertiDi'nt ro- 
marliR^ Mr. Briggi took hiit seal 

Mr, Moore moTcd that the Fenian r«n- 
hition offered yesterday be referred to Ibo 
Businew Conimiltec. Carried. 

Whereupon he prt^wmted the fullowil^ 
substitute, which iras adopted ; 

Wbbiikas, The e«lor«d citis«n« of (JwiitortiSk 
ajfupHthiie with the opprnted of dl lutions^ 
*ud «Tery ncc »nJ clini«, and cxpreu our wi]^ 
hn^ntv to «Klehd our tid to v\ctj eSort of 
the obpreited to free them velvet from bondifei 
ttbelher it In p«riDiu] Bemtude or political du- 
rnnchimeiDcnt. ire tbcnfore rnolTe 

l»t, Thftt the rctultiof the lm44^ unfongjiAto 
Mid uniucccuful revoluljani or P(»l4nd ind 
iluitiEtuy to Tree iheae eountntR irom ibe tyrwir^ 
ny of liufltift ^nd .i^uiiriii, esuse Kgnt and 
cominiicnitioM to «Ttry friend ofhuffian lib^tf* 

2dp 'rhttf notvithAtandlng the op'poution we 
rcoeive from tmh imtnif^nUin America, vhote 
prejudii^ei ore ^icitedi sgdnflt ui bjr the mitns- 
med Democratic Ptrty^ e^ery eflbrt to rtd Ire* 
Urd of En^linh bondife, and eatibUih Iriih 
indt'pcndL'nce meetsi our cordUl npprnbttiorL. 

;ld, Thnt the coniiuct of many of the l^iduif 
men ofGreit BritJiin durin|f out Istc var vu 
hvpecnticftWigainit the imc optnioh« of the 
Hngljih people, and ahovin^ (hat the viito- 
cracj are governed by lolemt more than by 
pHneipk. 

Moved, by W. II. Hall, that ao much of 
the report of the Committee on Eilncation 
as refers to asking the Legislature for an 
endowment to tlic San Juae School bo 
Ktricken iiut. Carried. 

Mr. Hj[»yt advised the forming of joint 
stock eoij^panirs for faniling and otiier 
fiiirpo&<*n. lie liud hod expericnc<f in aome 
of the \Ve?i(t'rn iStalL't*. In new eonntrti» 
joint stiick co«iptinietifi»r »(*nciiltural pur- 
poses wctl^ v<Ty sueceHtiful — the ttidivi- 
duals fr(^iiorally made mure money than 
tliost* who Wiirked separately. 

The Committee appointed to nominate 
a Stnte Kiecntivc Committee, presented 
the following Report : 

There are fifteen Judicial Diatrictii in 
thi8 State, all of whieli iire not n^prefL^nt* 
ed in this Convention, at«i we heli^fve 
some have a very KmHil pi>pqlatioo of 
colonnl persons. Yonr Committer/ have 
therefore made the selection according to 
their bent judgnioiit : 
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ImI i>wi/rici— Los Anj^len, Sun BcmftT* 
din(», Sain Di('i;0| Smti Luis OUttipo, tnd 
Santii B:irbufiL— no Lifjmi nation. 

Srf i>iWWrf— Tohiima, Butte, J*luifta», 

3d\DiWnd^AliiiTiCiU, Motilrroj, Saata 
Clara, am J StinU Cruz— IL F. Shuoteb, 

4M Di^rici^ Sftrthrm part vC ^San 
Fram'ii*CJ»-*1*nKS- il. Mnoiu:. 

hth Didhd — Sail J I Ml qn in, Tnuluuiiic, 
Mono, jibd Alpine — Wu. W. Lf.e, 

Gth Djiifi"!*/— Sacrujncuto unU Yolo — 
B.^aiL Cahkbell. 

Trt i^M/rid^ Marin. Mr-T*do<'ino, Xttpa, 
Sitluno, S>>iionia, and Luke — En. Hattvn. 

8/A MWnW— Klunmtli, W Nortt*, and 
tlumltoldt— no uom Mint ion. 

9fjf Z>jWrfVy -r- Shanta, Siakiyou^ and 
Trinity— J. J. rtynEU.. 

IBih Di/ffhti — Sutlir, Yuha^C^Lui,*, and 
Sicrrti— KhWARDK RinM^ 

IIM /JiWri'f— EI l>i>rado, Atnador, and 
Calart*ran^JAKK* iJKF<*3 

13/h Ifii^trui — t^ontKLTn part of San 
Frantip^fo, and ?? an "Mateo— U. A. IJaij,. 

13/A iJi^nfi—yTvaiiQ, MuripOfja, Mi*r- 
rt'd, SliiOwJanj', and Tulare — il'i^t-^ L. 

Wh />r^iPiW— N'uTadft and TlatxTr— IJ. 
T>. Carteh. 

l^tfh OtJitriti^^nn FrHneifit-o hnl Con- 
tra CVt a— W. H YATf;s. 

^iv C**niniittfe rt'COnmic^ndcd the fol- 
lowinjj n-Kolntiont : 

L-'Tbat I wo irlditional m^^iiibr'm Ik? aj*- 
piiinh^to r^'prt'M lit tlii' Stutr at lur^"!-. 

II. — Tliii Commit ti-ii tQ .L on If lU'tt* thi-ir 
ijrj^ani^^ilion h\ i;j>l«'CtiM^ tb*^ir liffiiprs and 
tvakin;^ all mrf^^ary af'p>niiUni'ntii. 

111. — Tb*' I'oiiiinifrit buvL" jKJwtr to fill 
all V acaatii.'.s. 

V. A. Hem, 

Jas. (.'kf"«, 

J. I*. St.4kkt:Vj \ Coiii'tne 

W. H. rnm-TNHiKR, 

E. A. CUKK, 

Th«.* rff»ort was adojitc-d, w^h Iho rc- 
coniniendations. 

On motion of E. A. Onrk^, R A. BpU. 
of S:in Franciscn, and W. H. HarpCT, of 
.Sacramento, were ^pjtoiDti-d to reprirsent 
the St itc at largo. 

Uev. J. J. Moore r'^nd an inKtruttive 
c«Huy on our moral, n'lijfiom uud pr^litical 
duties, whi«h wa.s rc-rtrrtd to tht Publish- 
in;; Cominitt«-e. 



The PfL'sident luft hii Meat, and it wu 
occupied by Win, H. Hall, when it WM 
moved that a vi^te of thanks be f endured 
to the Eiecative Cunimittec tif Sacra* 
mi^ntd for tlic arragemeoti they made for 
bold i ng t h« Cun ve ut ion , Ca rr ied . 

Muvod, that we t4^nder a vote of tbankB 
fo the ladies Qf Sacra men to f«r their gen- 
eral attendance at thu uieetiugf^ of the 
Con vent tub. Carried. 

Moredt that a vote of thankn be tender- 
ed Ifr Uev. M. C\ Briggs for the gratuitous 
tjJH' of luJi Church 3H"Sterdaj. Carried, 

Moved, that a unu|iimi>UA rote of tliaEiki 
lnj turiderA,-d to tlie rre!»ideiit of thin Con- 
vention, for the judieiouti niauoer to which 
he ha* presided over the de1iber;itii>Eii of 
thu Conventfipa, eIr- impart ialiiy uf Win dc~ 
cisiouft, aud the utility with which he hua 
pcrfornitHi the ardtioUet^dut^eb of Jiii office, 
Carrii^l, Vy acelarnation, 

Mr. Hall, on retiring from the Chair, 
wliidi had Im'^ii Icinpurarily vacatitd by 
the Trefcident, lidid ; 

In tendering yoa, lir, the cooapHmcntinr 
moluttohw aflvrcd by the i^entlL-maia from hi 
Dorada, I Mr Sndl,) it tffardt me (he lugh«t| 
grittfication Id percLnvc- by thctr . intfirirt, tnd 
the unuiiaiityor thvir ^dophon by thin Canven- 
tion, a ientQ of apprcHatinn and ^atitudt for 
the fpjthful lerricM joii hate ever dcTotfd to 
the elcvAtion of yaur race, I Am not iacllai'd 
to extrtTi^ut commfindaltoii, hut nrhen I »e« 
the KpreientatiTet of^a people, heretofore 
chaTgvd vith eniry and dintrunt, indicating thaf 
the ucTifice* of loni^ tried public men are duJi^ 
temembered^ it filH m» with the liveUeit emo- 
tiant of hone Tor the bhwk men who arc to oc- 
cupy the place* now Ailed by ul Trusting thai 
you may l>e anitDated to preti farviml in tha 
noble work of redeem tniy nur rice from imju. t 
aiiper«mn. [ Lciitc the example of thi« moment 
to the contemplation of thune trho are deter- 
DiiJied to engagi; in the aatBdi cauae. 

On takmj^ liii wat, the I'resifJent made 
the following rr-markit ^ 

1 an averpovered by thii nev c\idenee of 
jDur kind neai and appreciation of m} hymble 
eAarta to faithfully pt-ifona the reaponiiblc dut;f 
Off the office L am about to vacate, f am rts 
aaaured, by ikia flattrrifui (e«timoniaJ, that 1 
ha^e lucreeded wher« I had feared to fail, and 
I retire from the ftiitmguiHhuiI ^ontition of J'rtiiii^ 
dent of the Fourth Conventjon held by the 
colored citiit-aa of thia Sute^ with feeling of 
intentc pridt and fratification. Gratified in 
hating my paat acta of duty, to myielr and mj 
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fellow men, lo kindlT remeiiibe»d» h ricUf 
rewarded ; proud of tne hermony, am«utT uid 
unity of purpose that has characterixed thu 
Convention} and very prtMid of the witdom, 
enthuaiaam and doquence that Ibai been manl- 
ieated upon every subject of importance pre^ 
lented to thii Convention, and I bwtilT gdd- 
gratulate our people of California (through tou, 
gentlemen, their repreaentatiTeB} upon ifie Saa* 
eat and very able manner their important int«> 
reata have been conaidered' and acini upon. 
Permit me, however, to remind you, gendemen, 
that the close of thia body is but the beginning 
of the great and ennobling end wa leck to 
achieve, to eifect which requires ui to work 
steadily, perseveringly. Let us, then, ntum to 
our constituents, thoroughljr impre«s upon them 
the importance of immediate and condDuoui: 
action ; stimulate them to wisdom in eotinei!, 
unity in purpose ; prepare them to receive and 
promptly act upon the views the^ will ret^ive 
nrom the State Executive Committee which this 
Convention has created. Knowing ourtelres^ 
do not let tktm forget that eUmal virilanre it 
the price of liberty. Let each on« of la fulh- 
fully perform our dutv without pauiingr until 
our labors are rewardea by^ the bcstowa] or that 
right which, under the glorious principle! of Ct^e 
Constitution of the Imited States, ta \ht only 
patent of manhood iasued, via.: the right of 
Elective Franchise. 

After the address bj the PresidcDtf it 
was moved that the thanks of this Con- 
yen tion be tendered to the Tice Presi- 
dents and Secretaries, for the able dis- 
charge of their duties. 



Moved that the thanks of this Conyenr 
tion be tendered to Rev. J. J. Moore, 
Chairman of the Business Committee, and 
the members thereof, for their prompt and 
efficient labors in prodocing and arranglog 
business. 

The above motions were carried bj ac- 
clamation. 

The President then inquired if there 
was any further business before the Con- 
vention, and no response being made, he 
called upon the Chaplain, Father Keliing^ 
worth, to pronounce a benediction. 

The Chaplain requested the aadience to 
join in singing the " Battle Hymn of the 
^ejyiblic'^ 

*<Mine eyes have seen the glorv of tlis eoning 
of the Lord." 

After which be pronotinced the beoedio 
tion, and thg President solemnly declared 
the Convenuon a4joumed 8t?i« die. 

F. O. BARBADOES, 
President 
W. H. HARna, Ist Vice President 
Basil Campbell, 2d Vice President 
P. A Bell, SecreUry. 

I'^i^^ }A«i'tSec>. 



San Francisco: 
J. J. Moore, T. M. D. Ward, r 

D. W. Rccgles, R. A. Hall. 
J. R. Starket, E. W. Parker, 
Wm. H. Hall, P. ^Anderson, 
Wm. H. Yates, E./P. Hilton. 
H. M. CoLUNs. represented by proxy, 
J. Smallwood. represented by proxy, 
J. Madisok Bell, not present. 

Sacramento : 
W. H. Harper, E. A. Clark, 
L. P. Hickman, A. L. Jackson, 
A. D. Bergharot. 
Santa Clara: 
R. F. Shorter, J. Madden. 

Napa: 
W. H. Christopher 
El Dorado: 
J. Csros, R. fi[. Small, 

J. M. OUVER. 



F.O 
J. 
P. 



TES: 

Tvba: 

P. Duplex, Dr. W. J. 0. Brtamt. 

Maripow: 

M. L. Rogers. 

Sonoma : 

P. KiLUNOWORIH. 

Toio: 
B. Campbell. 

Alameda and Contra Coda: 
J. Pbterbon. 

Solano: 
Barbadoss, proxy for N. E. SpeightiL 

Sierra: 
P. Dtir, proxy for I. P. Gibbe. 

Sanla Cruz: 
A. Bill, proxy for G. W. Smitli; 
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—IT TBI— 

STATE CONVENTION OF COLORED CITIZENS 



— TO TSB — 



PEOPLE OF CALIFOBNIA. 



FnjjOW-CtaniBiV! | art Miljeet to ail the iMbOitict and entitled to 

»tt <^^*^<^' F**"* r?L?f^ u ^^ raaaooa why the ricku which aie in cquitj guar- 
^!l^^^l^^'^iiZ!'^^d^^ •■^^ «• '^ «»^»~ ""^^ »** ** '>**^ 
wS^tW JStrSoSl^aiwSadti^ in ^ "^„ ^^'!i3>>^ !* the Government, «nd 
^-l-^^I^ :i?!j Jihl^iia -l ^^ ^^ P**** willing ohedicnce to the powera that be. 
eoaunon wnn au oiner cnisena. jj^ ^^^^ ^ tieaaon liuka within the boaona of 

Firtt^A* frecoiftt hj creation, hj the lawa our race { no charge of diakyalty haa erer been 

of California, and mr the laws of the Republic brought against one having negro Uood in hie 

The Declaration of Independence, the great veina. Our love of country ia proverbial; our 

charter or bill of lighu of our government, 90 devotion to the land of our birth, iu customa, 

which ia baaed our National Constitution and habiu and inatitutiotta, and our reverence for 

all the laws of our. country, aays **all men are the lawa which govern na, are unquestioned, 

created equal," and, aa a aequence, all are en- We have civen evidence of our fealty to the 

titled to equal privfleges or **,inalienable rii^ta* Tnion by tte ardor with which we flew to anna ' 

with which they " are endowed by their Cren- at our countrr'a call, and by the sacrifice of 

tpr," and **awum^ those li^ta" (others being thousanda of uvea to preecrve intact the india- 

lonnected therewith) ** are life, liberty and the solubility of the Union, and to vindicate Bepnb- 

pursuit of happiness." The other ngfata which lican principles before the world, as exemplified 

are indissolubly connected with the foregoing, in this Government Notwithstanding the igno- 

and without which thoee expressed would be- miny with which we have been treated by the 

£omeanulitv»are the protection of the laws, American p«ople, we have ever maintained a 

and an W»* ^oice in framing those laws and Christian spirit of foripveness, and a willingnees 

choosing pie administrators' thereof. The Con- to sustain our reputation as peace-loving, law- 

stitution And laws of California make^ all men' abiding citisen8,*and a desire to perpetuate the 

free, slavery or involuntary servitude is forbid- name and glory of our common country, 
den within her borders, hence sll whose citizen- T!lix«l— We'assert our right to the immuni- 

ship can be established are fully entitled to ties of dtixenship 1^ our intelligence aiid moral 

equal righu before the law. Slavery existed for ^rth. our rcpuUtion for truthfobeM^ the reU- 

three quarters of a century and was sancUoned gious and devotional characteristics of our raee, 

by the Government; it waa sustained by com- ^a our abiKty to undentand and appreciate 

promwes, not by the ConsUtuuon* uiiul the the principles of the Government under which 

<;overnment declared that slavery and Repubh- ^e live. We assert, and defr contradiction, 

can *pnnciplcH were incompauble with each other ^nd ^he criminal, sanitary and eleenioaynnry 

and could not co-exist, and must be separated, gutistics of the countn* nill sustain our aascr- 

Then, to effect that object, and^ to esublish a tion, that of the colored popubUon throughout 

Republic based on Freedom, the Kmancipstion the United States, there are fewer criminijsand 

Proclamauon was issued, snd the C*onstituuonal paupers than among any other chuis of the eom- 

Amendmenu, abolishing slavery for ever from munity. We are a aeff-austfining community, 

the land, were introduced. . These positions and ^^ are no burden on the body politic, «rhile we 

facu are known, and need no argument from us contribute to the general expenaes of Federal 

to estabUsh them. ^id Sute Govemmenta. 

Second— "We claim the privilege* of citixcn- Fuurlk — Wo claim the Kleetive Franchiae on 

ship by riffht of birth, as natives of the soil, the universally conceded ground thut represen- 

against whom no attainder can exist Ihe t>tion snd taxation should accompany eaeh 

former slsverv of a nortion of our race works no otht^r. By representation ia not meant the 

comiptiom or bloea in them; they are n^w me:i; fact of being included in the apportion- 

freemen, and consequently dtixens, and aa such ment, but by having a voice and vote m ebooa- 
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ing repretenUtivet. We are taxtd in eommon 
with all other cititena. We pay eheerftilly not 
onlv the State and Municipal tax on property 
ana for busineia purpoaea, out we alao pay War 
tax. Poll tax, and all othera which are aaaeaaed. 
We do not demur at that We Utc under a 
wise, liberal and beneficent OoTemment, which 
extends iu parenul protection, like the sunlight 
of heaven, on all wno come vithin ita sphere. 
We are willing to aid in sustaining the Govern- 
ment by means, as our brethren haTe by arms, 
we only daim those rights which should be 
awarded to all citixens of the Republic. We 
also claim additional educational facilitiea for 
our children. Bj the preaenl unjust and par- 
tial laws/^any ot our children are growing up 



in ignorance, deprived of all advantagea of edok 
eation. We require, for the above reaaoM, ftiU 
and e<^ual achool privilecea. We are not eon- 
tent with primary achools alone, we want the 
higher advantages of education to produce ia 
the riaing generation the higheat development 
of mind. Theae advantages are open to others, 
and, in a free country, the bleaainga of eduea- 
tion should be diflKiaed on al|, irrespective of 
rank or station. 

Fellow-Citizens — We preaentto you our 
views on this important subject, and we refer 
you to the proceecungs of our Convention for a 
fuller explanation of our action on theae Impor- 
tant subjects. 



— BT THE— 

JST-A.TE ooisr"VEisrTio:iNr 

— TO THE — 

COLORED CITIZENS OF CALIFORNIA. 



Men and Brethren : 1 to the report of Committee on Public Morale, 
For the fourth Ume the colored citixens ef *n<l ^« resolutions appertaining thereto intoo- 
this Sute assembled in Convention, by thefr . <i«ced l?y the Busmess Committee, and we feel 
representatives, and stthe session just closed a confident that your mature judgment will m- 
d^g^ee of harmony and ^ood feeling nrevailU, dorse the action of, your represenUtives. 
unexampled in deliberative bodies. We mc| co Second — ^llie Elective Franchise demanded a ' 
d&vise ways and means to obtain the hif^^est laigc portion of our deliberations. .This is an 
privilege of citizenship, the Elective Franchise ; important aubject, as relating to our interests in 
to increase the educational facilities of our chil- this country and our rights as men and citiaenii. 
dren ; to promote temperance, morality and With prayerful consideration we entered upon 
frugality ; to encourage progress in Agriculture^ our duty; and our minds were sorelv exercised 
Mechanics, and all the Industrial pursuits, and in view of the great responsibility wnich rested 
to advance the cause of Truth, \ irtue and on us. We commend to your noticenbe action 
Christian piety. of the Convention, the able report o'f the Corn- 
How well we have succeeded in the work for mittee on that aubject, the convincing argument 
which we were appointed, we leave you to iud^e. produced, and the powerful speeches nuide on 
We here lav bcfure vou the result of our labors, the occasion. 

and are willing to abide the test of your judg- T^irif-^The education of our offspring was 

ment not neglected. You are doubtleaa well aware of 

We call your attention to the various subjects the disabilities we labor under as regards the 

which were under the deliberation* of the Con- educstional prosTess of the rising^ ^neration. 

vention. In consequence oF-the unjust provisions of the 

Firtt — And most important, is the position h&w, in many localitiea our children are growing 

we took a 9 regards Truth, Virtue and Cnristian up in ignorance. We call upon you to uae your 

piety. Although the discussion of these sub- influence, in your respective bcalitiea, to the 

jects wss not the primar}* cause for which the end that our children may receive the advan- 

Convention was called, yet they overbalance all tages of the Public Schools. We are taxed for 

other subjects, for without them no good can be the general School Fund, but in many places 

accomplisned. We took high grounds on these our children are deprived of its benefits. In 
subjects, and we eamestiy invite your attention . reference to the San Jose School, we believe, 



